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EDITOR 


ling Afghan Refugees 
cem v s of mq most notably the spate of violence and terrorism, has remained — : 
Pakistan. Our country has been facing, since its very inception, disastrous terrorist attacks. Be p 8 
conundrum, one of the major reasons is the "illegal immigrants," who have tarnished the soft image of Pakistan, 
Although relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan are not in the doldrums, thay are not quite good either, 
Owing to the recent decision to expel Afghan refugees from Pakistan, which made sense as our country | 
recorded the second largest increase in terrorism-related deaths worldwide in 2022, Afghans seem irate at 


121-D, Gulberg il Lahore Pal. 


Tel: 042-35754518, 35760323 
Pakistan. Many Afghan immigrants have been found accomplices in countless terrorist attacks in Pakistan. The Fax: 042.357 
recent attack in "Mastung" (Balochistan) is the answer to the very question of why Afghan immigrants are being pa hw worklmes com 
ousted and why they should be, Tahreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the outlawed terrorist group that has carried a ne ion mail.com, 
out mass destruction in Pakistan, is also believed to have sanctuaries in Afghanistan, The country of peace has n "SQbdpress com 
remained a victim of the war of terror for so long and the primary reason for terrorism and other crimes - illegal | ureaus 


immigrants - are now to be countered, To steer the country o 
terrorist attacks, sending all illegal immigrants back to their 
decision has been taken quite late, il's still welcome, To 


ut of the vulnerable situation and severe threats of | brc Bazaar, 
home country is the need of the hour. Although the | Tel: 042-37220879 


prevent further mass devastation in Pakistan, it is | 11-G, Johar Town, 

necessary to work on this to ensure the country’s security. It goes without saying that, as a consequence, | Tel: 042-35290892.3 

Pakistan will be prosperous and will develop rapidly as investors, who are as of now afraid of investing owing to 48-C Il, Gulberg Ili, 

Security issues, will begin to invest more here. Tel: 042-35771000-1 

Sahil Dero, Dokri Bohar Gate, Multan, 

A Decade of Successes Mes 
ince its announcement by President Xi Jinping in 2013, the BRI has played a pivotal role in promoting economic | Tel: 041-2627568 
integration, fostering interconnected development and delivering benefits to a wide range of nations, It has set Urdu Seanad 
the stage for mutual benefit, win-win Scenarios, prosperity, and development, Throughout the past decade, the ^ ; 65086 

BRI has served as a beacon of development, offering renewed impetus for global progress, Focusing on development - — 

that best Serves the common interests of all nations, it has provided an inclusive platform that promotes the collective | 19-C, Main South Park Avenue, 

prosperity of China's global partners, Notably, between 2013 and 2022, the total value of China's trade in goods with | Mezzanine Floor, Phase Il (Ext) 

— E Me — surged at an average annual rate of 8.6 per cent, with two-way investments Defence, Karachi, ' 

xceeding $ y signed contracts for projects have reached over $1.2 trilli t : 

infrastructure endeavours, Including | Meis Mare supe dM 


roads, bridges, and ports, further enhancing land, maritime, air, and Cyberspace Mehran News Agency, Hyderabad, 
connectivity. While Challenges and adjustments have emerged along the opportu i i 
stronger ties, have high-quality coopera tr DOI T ta MAE ce ae a 


Cell: 0321-3060477, 0315-2063470 
lion and demonstrate the benefits of a shared vis pment Aen all, Quetta, 
The choices made now will shape the future of global connectivity and cooperation. —— T v v 
Kk di Asthma Awais, Narowal For Nd REL Wah 
Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza Cantt, Taxila, Murree, Gujjar Khan & 
ince over a million Palestinians have been displaced and thousands dead, the region is confronti Chakwal Contact 
S unparalleled humanitarian catastrophe that demands immediate Intemational atlenton The UNS Ashraf Book Agency, 
announcement of aid delivery into Gaza via the Rafah border crossing with Egypt comes as a glimmer of Tel: 051-5774682 
hope. However, the success of this humanitarian Operation hinges on the immediate establishment of a Printed by: Banquet Printing Press, 
ceasefire. The major world capitals need to use their influence on Israel to get its blockade lifted immediately. 28/A Nisbet Road, Lahore 
Basic amenities like water and electricity are fundamental human rights, and their denial not only exacerbates - , 
K sulfenng of innocent civilians but also lays the groundwork for potential public health disasters Such as 1 Fm NUR ` 
a out , threatening the lives of countless more. The world must unite in Condemning the violence a L : feSt yle | 
ng foran immediate and unconditional Ceasefire. The safety and well-being of civilians in Gaza Aso available in UAE. 
Amjad Hussain, Rawalpindi Office # 009714-3314114 
Fox # 009714-3314224 
apprehension due to its potential infi It | =e 
| , especial ly, about ethical Considerations, job displacement and the responsible use of AL Both — 
users are voicing deep concem over the ways Artificial Intelligence (Al) can | Jahangir's World Times 
o ake news, misinformation and harmful conten, One major fear revolves anan Member APNS / ABC Certified 
cb te meua an environment whare | Published by: Nabeel Niaz 
cope , We 
ek tiptoe moth | 121-0, Gulberg Ii, Lahore, Pakistan 
Xy is ensured in their algorithms. instead of just educating the creators, theres» | Tel #82-42.98784516; 3570322 
mesponsiblty for this specie problem. Striking the right balance between AI ra 0304.11 11 S88(WTY 
to hamess the advantages while mitigating the drawbacks. 


| Fax; +92-42-35760322 
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would be known to bat ü handful of Pakistanis that there is the bedrock of Punjabi poetry for centuries. On a few occasions, 
4 building in the heart of the city of Jerusalem - a holy city for he would not be occupied with praying or writing, Farid could be 
jews, Christians and Muslims that Is one of the oldest cities found meditating around one of the gates of Old Jerusalem 
| ine world, This 8 Zawiya al-Faridiya, a hospice that was known to the Muslims as Bab-az-Zahra and to the Christians as 
tablished around 800 years ago by one of Punjab's greatest Herod's Gate 
_ fi saints and poets: Baba Farid Ganj Shakar. Also known as No one knows how long Baba Farid stayed In the city But long 
tnanqahs, zawiyas were structures dedicated to Sufi orders, after he had returned to the Punjab, where he eventually 
ich served both as seminaries for the people associated with became head of the Chishti order, Indian Muslims passing 
order and as hospices for travellers. through Jerusalem on their way to Makkah wanted to pray 
«tory reveals that in the 12th century, and about one decade where he had prayed, to sleep where he had slept 
ter the armies of Salahuddin Ayubi had forced the Crusaders During the time of the Ottomans, the hospice was given to the 
, of Jerusalem, the great sufi saint Baba Farid - who was Islamic Wakf for charitable and pious purposes. In 1924, an 
4 with the Chishti order of Sufism (a mystic indian Khilafat Movernent leader Nazir Hassan Ansari from 
„iness that thrives even now across many parts of India, Saharanpur was appointed its first Sheikh (caretaker) at the 
“istan and Afghanistan) ~ reached the city on a pilgrimage request of the Grand Mufti of Palestine Today, his son Sheikh 
„nd prayed in seclusion for 40 days at the place now known as Munir Hassan Ansari, who was born in Jerusalem, looks after 
„iya al-Faridiya, which has spread universal peace, love and the shrine along with his son Nazeer Hussain Ansari and his wife 
arhood over the past more than eight centuries Some Wafa. 
nte of his life say that he spent his days sweeping the The hospice has spread to six room 
|. floors around al-Aqsa mosque, or fasting in the silence of Farid at the entrance welcomes t 
ve inside the city walls, Itis also said that he devoted some according to Israeli website Israel21c.org, mos 
ime to writing new verses of his own, which later became are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs of Indian descent 
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t of the visitors 


Baba Farid 


Born in the small village of Kothewal near Multan around 1173 CE, Farid al-Din 
Masud came from a family which had once enjoyed a significant position in the 


^ environs of Kabul, but which had migrated to Punjab generations ago owingto@ , , 


D 
io X > Wau fear ofthe increasing power ofthe nomadic Ghuzz tribes of Central Asia. ; / 
m (UM Raised in a deeply Islamic household, with a mother intent on cultivating à — . t 
" + religious character in her son, Farid got his early Islamic education in a madrassa f d 


attached to a mosque in Multan where, amongst many things, he became F 
proficientin Arabic and Persian. ai 
But it was the language of the land where he lived which brought to him eternal 7 
prominence. Farid Is amongst the very first people to have used the vernacular of 
, Punjab to spread his message, which led to it travelling farther than the messages 
| ofthose before him. He is, as a result, considered amongst the earliest poets of the 
Punjabi language. 
It was in the same madrassa in southern Punjab that he came across the 
acclaimed Sufi Bakhtiyar Kaki, and was enrolled in the Chishti order. His 
unchallenged devotion towards his order and unparalleled proficiency In 
theological matters is said to have attracted many of the then non-Muslim groups 
of Punjab towards him and his message. 
It was somewhere between his wanderings in Punjab and beyond to spread his 
message and his eventual settling down in the small town of Ajodhan (now 
Pakpattan) that it appears he arrived in the city of Jerusalem. 
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" Dr. Weissman 
Discoveries enabling mRNA vaccines 
against COVID-19" 
Key Points: 
| » mRNA vaccines: New approach using genetic material, e.g., Pfizer/BioNTech and 
Moderna 


» Attosecond Physics: Studies ultrafastevents atatomic scales (10/48 seconds). 
» Achievements: Developed attosecond pulses oflight. 

» High-Speed Insight: Captures subatomic motions. 

» Historic Inclusion: Anne L'Huillier, sth woman Nobel laureate in Physics, 

» Applications: Impactin physics, chemistry, biology, and medicine. 


» Safety: No live virus exposure 

» Rapid Development: Accelerated by pandemicurgency 
» Storage Challenge: Requires ultra-low temperatures 

> Flexibility: Adaptable to emerging variants and diseases 


Quantum dots with diverse applications 


» Background: Novelistturned playwright. 
» Writing Style: Simple, searing, likenedto Beckett and Pinter. 

» Notable Works:'A New Name: Septology VI-VII**l Am the Wind; etc. 
* Themes: Human condition, life's absurdity, emotions. 


Dots (QDs): Nanoscale semiconductor particles 
Size-dependent behavior, tunableemission, high quantum yield, 
Displays, biomedical imaging, solarcells, lasers, environmental sensing, 
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i Osman Khan 

" Recently, at the 78" - — € —— 

i session of the United |] — 
3 Nations General | The 78th United Nations General Assembly took place in 

à Assembly in New York, York from Sept. 19 to 26. With 189 UN members addressi the 

ù USA, leaders from world body, the main goals they pushed for included, inter | 
almost all countries issued à | Sustainable Development Goals, climate change and 


| zones, but the one that became the most talked-about point wag 
|! the call for reforming the United Nations as there have beg, 
| repeated demands for reform by many international leaders, This 


5 resounding call for reforming the 
| United Nations, Many leaders, 


~] including the president of Albania, 

à who Was haii the Security | need was also acknowledged by the UN Secretary General who, in 
5 Council, raised a lot of questions | his annual report on the work of the Organization, Stressed the 
) about what does it mean for the UN | need for modernizing the multilateral system to address 
j in terms of its effectiveness, even ! contemporary issues. He pointed out LEN the world has 
] just its standing as the key body of | evolved, international institutions piii s an pote 

/ global governance, that one of its making them part of the problem de Ei xn e solution di 
1 core member nations can invade a made it clear that there is no alternative to reform, stating, “it's 
| neighbouring sovereign country and reform or rupture. 


seemingly suffer no institutional - - e T Bas 


repercussions in terms of their role 


— 


But leader after leader told me that Nations, more frequently saying 
UN Secretary-General Antonio our current multilateral institutions there are inequalities in terms 


atthe UN 


l 
Guterres also stated that in his 141 are not delivering, and called for | representation and structura 


bilateral meetings during the UNGA — reforms," said Guterres during the | injustices, especially given that tt, 
wil 


session, he received strong criticism Common Agenda meeting at UN are only five countries 

of the mismatch between the | headquarters. power in the UN Security Council 
institutions of global governance, Ihe United Nations has been facing Why the reform? th of. 
and the economic and political | reform proposals ever since its | The UN, founded in the afe 


realities of our world. "Without inception in 1945. But, over the World War Il, stands as an 
exception, leaders spoke of the | Years, many countries have been pillar of global cooperate of 
importance of multilateral solutions. calling for reforms at the United | diplomacy, championing ide 
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international peace, security and 
pment. Over the decades, the 
international system has witnessed 
significant transformation in the 
geopolitical landscape, changing 
nature of international issues, and 
global challenges. However, the UN 
has failed to adapt itself to these 
changes and create sustainable 
stability, peace and global security. 
„any leaders at the recent UNGA 
session argued that the global body 
can no longer respond to today's 
demands politically. It is especially 
true because, on the one hand, the 
five countries having veto power in 
the UN Security Council (UNSC), also 
known as the "Permanent Five," "Big 
rive’ or P5, have been exploiting this 
privilege for a long time, On the 
other hand, the UN cannot 
institutionally overcome global 
political crises. For these reasons, 
the long-awaited UN reform has 
become completely inevitable for a 
just and sustainable global peace. 
Areas of relorm 

\lthough both the UNGA and the 
UNSC need serious reforms, the need 
in the case of the latter is more 
urgent and pressing as it is the most 
powerful body of the UN tasked with 
maintaining international peace and 
Let's discuss both 


develo 


security 
Separately 
a, General Assembly 
lhe General Assembly, which hosts à 
much-watched debate of world 
leaders annually, has struggled, over 
the years, to make its work more 
ubstantive and transparent, and 
experts say reform is needed. Since 
its inception, the UNGA has been a 
lofty declarations, 
‘Sometimes audacious rhetoric and 
ngorous debate over the world's 
Most vexing issues, including 
Poverty, development, peace and 
security, But, the Assembly has 
ib. quite sorted out its role in 
S of being a truly deliberative 
mu acting body and has 
. client deliberations and not 
"ough genuine discussions. 


Í 
‘Orum for 


INTERNATIONAL vee 


In his report in 2005, the then- | 


Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
criticized the assembly for focusing 
excessively on reaching consensus 
and passing resolutions that 
reflected “the lowest common 
denominator" of opinions. 

Efforts to revitalize the Assembly's 
work focus on increasing its power 
vis-a-vis the Security Council, 
making the process for appointing 
UN executives more transparent, and 
improving the quality of debate 
within the body. 

Efforts towards UN reform began in 
1993 with the establishment of an 
open participation working group 
within the UNGA. The group was 
transformed into an 
intergovernmental negotiation 


format in 2009. 
While there are issues on which UN 


members agree as part of the reform, 
different groups have differences of 
opinion on the number of General 
Assembly members, permanent 
membership and veto power. 


b. UNSC 
The main issue emphasized 


regarding the UN reform, which has 
been on the world's agenda for a long 
time, is related to the transformation 
of the management structure and 
functioning of the UNSC. As seen in 
the Libya, Syria and Ukraine crises, 
UNSC member countries reject bills 
that contradict their national 
interests or are directly against 
them. For example, the bill 
submitted to the UNSC in 2017, 
calling on the then-Donald Trump 
government to stop recognizing 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, 
was vetoed by the US itself. In 
another example, the UNSC bill 
calling for increased sanctions 
against North Korea due to its 
ballistic missile tests was blocked by 


China and Russia last year, Such | 


examples, the number of which 
could be increased, show that 
UNSC members act only by 
considering their own national 
interests and openly 
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harming world peace rather than 
protecting it. 

To correctly understand the nature 
of the discussions regarding the 
UNSC, it is first necessary to know 
the structure and functioning of the 
council, This principal crisis- 
management body of the UN is 
tasked with protecting global peace 
and security with an idealistic 
approach. It is empowered to 
impose binding obligations on the 
193 UN member states to maintain 
peace, 

The structure of the UNSC fully 
corresponds to the aphorism of 
English author George Orwell in his 
famous book "Animal Farm": "All 
animals are equal, but some animals 
are more equal than others,” In other 
words, every country has the right to 
speak at the UN, but only some 
countries have the right to decide. 

It consists of 15 countries of which 
five - the United States, China, 
France, Russia and the United 
Kingdom, collectively known as the 
P5 - are permanent members 
whereas 10 countries are elected by 
the General Assembly to serve two- 
year, non-consecutive terms. 
Moreover, the UNSC does not 
represent a significant part of the 
world in its current state. While 
France and the UK, with a population 
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of approximately 65 million, are 
among the permanent members of 
the UNSC, the Muslims around the 
world, whose number reaches 1.5 
billion, African countries, which host 


approximately 1.2 billion of the 
world's population and Latin 
American countries and the 


Caribbean whose total population 
exceeds 650 million are not 
represented here, This is described 
as the most unfair aspect of the 
UNSC. 

The PS have enjoyed an 
extraordinary veto power which 
allows them the privilege of rejecting 
every bill that comes to the UNSC 
agenda to preserve global peace and 
security. In other words, these 
countries can use their veto power to 
make decisions that can shape the 
world. 

The members of the P5 have 
exercised the veto power to 
varying degrees. Counting the 
years when the Soviet Union 
held its seat, Russia has been 
the most frequent user of the 
veto, blocking 152 resolutions 
since the Security Council's 
founding, as of February 2023. 
The United States has used the 
veto 87 times; it last vetoed a 
resolution in 2020 that called 
for the prosecution, rehabilitation 
and reintegration of those engaged 
Mn terrorism-related activities. The 
country objected to the resolution's 
mot calling for the repatriation of 
fighters from the self-proclaimed 
Islamic State and their family 
members. China has used the veto 
more frequently in recent years, 
though it has historically been more 
sparing than the United States or 
Russia; Beijing has now blocked 19 
resolutions, including 16 since 1997, 
a contrast, France and the United 
Kin m have not exercised their 
| power since 1989 and have 
for other P5 members to 


bers do 


dreht a X qp e A. 


privilege that the five countries have, 
Therefore, their impact on the 
decisions taken is extremely limited. 

Proponents of reform 

G4 r 

The G4, a group of four countries - 
Brazil, Germany, India and Japan - 
aspiring to become permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council is also among those 
who want to reform the UN. The 
group in a joint statement issued in 
March 2023 proposed to increase the 
number of seats in the UNSC to 25 by 
adding six permanent and four non- 
permanent members. If they are 
admitted, UNSC, the G4 recommends 
that new permanent members waive 
their veto rights for at least 15 years. 

African Group 

The African Group, consisting of 54 


Fhestinited:Nations has critical role 
Hi prerrotinig stabiityesedurity’ democracy 


t 


humanrightssand:econorniecdeveloprmi 


TheuN:-is:as-relevarnt today Gsat anytime 


in itsihistory, butitmeeds reform 


| 

| members, has also proposed 
enlarging the Security Council to 26 
members, two of which are 
permanent and two of which are 
temporary African countries. 

The group proposes that two of the 
other permanent members should 
be from Asian countries and one 
each from Latin America and 
Western Europe, or the "Other Group 
of States.” 

At the same time, temporary 
membership requests are being 
made for one country each from 
Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin 
America or the Caribbean. 

The group, which opposes veto 
power, argues that if this authority 
remains valid, they should also be 
granted this right. 
China, Russia vs the West 
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China wants Asian 
American and Arab c 
part in the Council 

a 
Council is in an x tha 


between the North and t Position 
Russia he Sou 


expansion policy that will 


Asian, African and 
countries in the secnm American 
L.69 group ouneil, 
The L.69 Group ig 

developing countrieg "ZH M 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
Asia and the Pacific, It consists of 
nations including Bolivia. haa 
and Papua New Guinea, 

It is also in favor of 
number of members of the 


the 
Council. y 


L.69 requests rotating membership 
of the UNSC to developing small 
island countries, which 
correspond to about 20% of UN 
member states. 

The group also advocates 
permanent membership in the 
Security Council for Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, the 
Caribbean, Western Europe and 
the "Other Group of States," 
Arab Group 

The Arab Group formed by the 
Arab countries that are 
members of the UN also 
supports the reform proposals. It 
wants permanent membership in the 
UNSC to be granted to Arab 
countries in the event of expansion. 
The group opposes adherence to the 
veto power of the five 

member states of the Security 
Council during the crises 
experienced in the Arab 
in the last 80 years. 
Unity for Consensus 
The Unity for Consensus Group, of 
which countries such as Arg oat 
Italy, Spain, Canada, Mexico wa 
Pakistan are members, and Wh 
China and Indonesia as ob ys 
also calling for reforms M © 
Security Council. i'd 
The Ro proposes increasing 
number of members in 
to 26 and protecting the statu 
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Twenty temporary members of the 
UNSC would be determined at the 
General Assembly for a period of two 
years: 

jt is envisaged that six of the 20 
provisional members would be 
elected from Africa, five from Asia, 
four from Latin America and the 
Caribbean, three from Western 


furope and two from Eastern 


Europe. 
The group also announced that it is 


ready to support a system in which 
the provisional members of the 
Council can be re-elected, 
who oppose reforms? 
The five permanent member states, 
which hold veto power in the council, 
oppose à possible UNSC reform 
because they do not want to share 
such a privilege with a new 
country. Although the heads 
of state and government of 
these countries criticize the 
structure of the UNSC from 
time to time, they do not take 
the slightest step toward 
putting these criticisms into 
practice. For example, in his 
recent speech at the General 
Assembly, US President Joe 
Biden said that he had been 
negotiating for the UNSC 
reform for a long time and 
that he was ready to do his 
part for the changes. However, Biden 
did not take concrete steps during 
his term of office to implement this 
nice-sounding rhetoric. 
is reform possible? 
The most reasonable answer to this 
question may be difficult but not 
impossible, It is difficult because, as 
stated above, the biggest obstacle to 
the realization of such a reform is 
the five permanent member 
Countries themselves since none of 
them wants to give up this privilege 
they have, 
On the other hand, such a reform is 
not impossible because, based on 
ud 108 of the treaty establishing 
"ig , à possible reform bill must 
St be accepted by a two-thirds 
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General Assembly, Subsequently, 
this bill must be approved by two- 
thirds of all member countries, 
including the five permanent 
members, Although it seems 
feasible, each country has its own 
priorities in terms of foreign policy. 
For example, if Israel is one of the 
countries that will join the UNSC as a 
new member, those countries that 
have problematic relations with Tel 
Aviv, like Iran, will oppose it. 
Therefore, to achieve a realistic 
reform in the UNSC, it is necessary 
first to agree on what kind of reform 
it will be. Otherwise, if each country 
insists on its own reform plan, it will 
be impossible to take even the most 
minor step on the issue. 


On the other hand, if the reform that 
has been expected for more than 30 
years does not occur, the UN will 
suffer further loss of reputation in 
the coming period and become a 
more dysfunctional organization 
than itis today. For this reason, if the 
necessary consensus is not achieved, 
a new international organization or 
organizations may be formed in the 
future, which can be an alternative to 
the UN, Thus, with an optimistic 
approach over time, the world states 
can bypass the UN and come 
together much more strongly under 
a new global roof, Further, with a 
pessimistic approach, if previous 
mistakes are repeated, there will be 
no difference between the new 
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Conclusion 
Given the transformation of the 


international system after the Cold 

War and the consequences of this 

transformation, the UN finds itself 

ensnared in a profound crisis 

characterized by issues of 

legitimacy, ineffectiveness and a 

lack of accountability. In a world 

marked by escalating global power 

struggles and growing uncertainty, 

the United Nations, as the foremost 

international organization, has 

failed to live up to the expectations 

of the people around the globe. The 

UN is supposed to uphold its 

traditional mission amid the shadow 

of geopolitical manoeuvring and 

competition., However, given its 

current structure, it faces 

significant challenges in 

doing so. The global 

governance crisis, triggered 

by post-Cold War 

geopolitical, political, 

security, economic and social 

upheavals, exposed the UN's 

failures. Today, the UN 

confronts a more profound 

crisis than ever before in its 

history. This crisis directly 

challenges the organization's 

founding principles and 

raises fundamental questions 

about its legitimacy. The 
legitimacy crisis results from the 
UN's continued adherence to à 
quintet structure despite significant 
geopolitical shifts. The evolving 
post-Cold War international system 
is characterized by multipolarity, 
where rising powers refuse to defer 
to the decisions of the five countries. 
This demonstrates that the UN falls 
short of reflecting the current 
geopolitical power balance. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan's vision of “The world is 
bigger than five" on this issue 
summarizes the whole agenda for 
reform. gs 


The writer is an expert 
on International Law. 
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About Internet Cookies 


Types 


m EN -= files with small pieces of data — like a 
me and password — that are used to iden 
computer with a network : nibii 
Specific cookies are used to identify specific users and 
improve their web browsing experienco. 

The Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) cookies are built 
specifically for web browsers to track, personalise and 
save information about each user's session (amount of 
lime spent on à site) which is created to identify you when 
you visit a new website 


a. Session cookies 


These are temporary cookies like post-it notes for 
websites, and are stored in the computer's memory only 
during your browsing session. 

They are stored in random access memory and are never 
written on to the hard drive. 

When the session ends, session cookies are 
automatically deleted 

Session cookies help websites remember your actions 
as you navigate. 

They also help the "back" button work on your browser. 


b. Persistent cookies 


These are the digital equivalent of bookmarks, and stay in 
the computer's memory even after your browsing session 
ends. 

They remember login information, language 
preferences, and ads, etc, These are handy for à more 
personalised web experience. 

Many such cookies include an expiration date and are 
automatically removed when that date is reached 


c. Secure cookies 


These are only sent over encrypted connections, making 
them safer from prying eyes, and are often used for 
sensitive data like login credentials. 


d. Zombie cookies 
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These are a form of third-party, persistent cookie, which 
are permanently installed on users' computers. 

They have the unique ability to reappear after they've 
been "deleted" from your computer. 

They are also sometimes called "flash cookies" or 
"supercookies" and are extremely difficult to remove. 
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. These are now synonymous wit 
for your cookie Bei Ahoa i bàn frat D asking You 

. Essential cookies are first-party session ¢ bo à web, 
necessary to run the website or Wie that an 
requested online (such as remembering You " 
credentials). YO logi 

Usage of Cookles 

LI As Digital ID Cards: Data stored in a cookie is « 
the server upon your connection, which is labelled as by 
ID unique to you and your computer uuu 

» Personalisation; Cookies foster a «a 
personalisation by recalling user's preferences N88 e 
language choice or website theme m SUCH a 

e Cookies function as the digital equivalent or 
persistent shopping cart, ensuring items that 
been added online remain there at the time of return w- 

^ Cookies facilitate website owners in gather; 
invaluable analytics data about user interactions 
enabling them to make enhancements and Customise 
content. 

. Cookies play a pivotal role in targeted advertising, as 
advertisers use them to display ads that align with users 
interests and browsing history. 

Functions 

. Cookies remember your login information on websites 
and grant them seamless access. 

e  Itdoesn't need to enter the user's credentials repeatedly 
every time. 

e Platforms like Facebook and Google use cookies to track 
online behaviour, ensuring the ads align with the user 
preferences. 

Challenges 

e Privacy: Cookies could track user's online behaviour 
and can encroach upon your digital privacy. 

o Third-party cookies have prompted many web 
browsers to curb their usage to safeguard user 
privacy. 

e Security risks: Cookies are inadequately secured 
opening doors for cybercriminals to pilfer your personal 
information. 

« Data deluge generated by the multitude of cookies can 
potentially clog your browser, leading to a sluggish web 
experience. 

+ User Consent: Privacy regulations like the General Data 


Internet Cookies 


You must have seen the website banners asking you !! you" 
allow cookies on your browser or not. But what exacty g 
this mean and what are these cookies? Let's find out 


Protection Regulation and the California mn 
Privacy Act, necessitating websites to seo resulting 
approval before deploying certain cookie typar: ó 
in those somewhat irksome pop-ups and promP 
Conclusion : in any 
+ The digital world of cookies plays 4 significant op 4 
online experience. In the digital realm, coo 
personalisation and user convenient when 
unassuming bits of code, stored on a dev yoni 
visits websites, play a pivotal role in $ 
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"War provides an outlet 
for every evil element in 
man's nature, 1t 
enfranchises cupidity 
gives à 


and greed, 
Charter to petty. tyranny, glorifies 
cruelty and places in position of 
power the vulgar and base.” — C.E.M. 
load (Guide to Modern Wickedness, 


1946) 


Ihe Arabian 


Continuous 


landscape portrays 


wars, insurgent Ies 
“gainst authoritarianism, insecurity 
and lack of moral and intellectual 
leadership to political change for the 


Bood of the people, For more than a 
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decade, Syria, Yemen, Iraq, Somalia, 
Saudi Arabia, Oatar and Afghanistan 
have failed to emerge stable from the 
conflict. Recently, the laws of nature 
signalled some staunch reminders to 
all mankind in the form of flooding, 
hurricanes, earthquakes and raging 
wildfires across the globe. Would 
any serious thinkers take notice of 
these natural acts for change, 
reformation and security? 
Militarization of the Arabian 
Peninsula appears high on the 
agenda for policies and practices, 
European and American 
policymakers view the leaders of oil 
exporting Arab countries as "camel 
jockeys" and draw hollow laughter. 
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Mahboob A. Khawaja, PhD 
According to John Perkins (Confes- 
sion of an Economic Hitman, 2006), 
Arab States are like ‘cows to be 
milked as long as necessary’, Most of 
the Arab leaders’ families are the 
former colonial agents hired by the 
British, French and US empires to 
control and manage the oil-export 
business. They pay to the masters 
for the protection of their palaces, 
not of the people. Even à common 
person cannot think outside the 
capsule of a secret police apparatus. 
[here are no objective moral, 
spiritual and intellectual values in 
the imperial philosophy of global 
economic development except that 
power and wisdom are immeasur- 
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ably separated by the gulf of greed, 
militarization and hegemonic 
control over the oil-rich Arab Middle 
East. The puppet rulers and the 
imperial masters demonstrate 
sadistic policy behaviours and 
cruelty to safeguard their vested 
interests and strategic priorities for 
hegemonic economic development 
across the Arab world. 

Evil is the deprivation of good. The 
coming of Islam glorified Arab moral 
and intellectual cultures from an age 
of ignorance to an age of human 
development, change, progress and 
to the peak of the Golden Age of 
scientific and human progress 
lasting 800 years in Al-Andulcia 
(Spain) Marai Rosa Menocal (The 
Ornament of the World: How 
Muslims, Jews & Christians Created a 
Culture of Tolerance in Medieval 
Spain, 2003), highlighted the 
contributions of Islamic civilization 
in Spain. The Islamic civilization 
identified the Arabs as “Ummah of 
Khair - people of goodness and 
peace”. The message of the Quran is 
clear: “We have revealed for you (O 
men!) a book in which is a message 
for you: Will ye not then understand” 
(21; 10). And it warns: “Then the 
Apostle will say: O My Lord! My 
people took this Quran for just foolish 
nonsense.” (25:30), “Does man not 
see; It is God Who created him from 
sperm. Yet behold! he (stands forth) 
as an open adversary.” (36:77). 
Today, the Arab world exemplifies a 
decadent moral and intellectual 
landscape. What a moral and 
intellectual human tragedy for those 
knowledgeable people who defied 
the logic of truth. The oil-exporting 
superficial prosperity betrayed the 
heritage of Arab nations and 


exclusive consumerism and nothing 
else. They lost sense of humanity, 
and consequential futuristic 
calamities and accountability to God. 
The Arab Spring (2011) raised hopes 
for systematic rethinking and 
socioeconomic and political change 
but the authoritarian Arab leaders 
crushed the spirit of people's 
movement for political change. Islam 
professed a movement for human 
development and change but the 
neocolonials opted for short-lived 
economic prosperity. The Arab 
people have become victims of their 
own rulers' complacency to remain 
in power, fair or foul. 
After 9/11, the US led the bogus “War 
on Terrorism,” and its war- 
industrial complex fetched the Arab 
rulers with a sense of insecurity for 
their survival. John Perkins 
(Confessions of an Economic 
Hitman, 2006) outlines how the 
economic and industrial develop- 
ment scenarios were linked to ‘Saudi 
Arabian money-laundering affairs’ 
to modernize the Kingdom by an 
unusual coercive and secretive 
agreement worked out by Henry 
Kissinger. Under the conspicuous 
scheme of things: 
“Saudi Arabia would use its 
petrodollars to purchase US 
government securities; in 
turn, the interest earned by 
these securities would be 


www.jwortdtimes | 
PDFs Material For CSS PMS - 


spent by the US Department of 
the Treasury in ways that 
enabled Saudi Arabia to 
emerge from a medieval 
society into a modern, 
industrialized world. ... Our 
own US Department of the 
Treasury would hire us at 
Saudi expense to build 
infrastructure projects and 
even entire cities throughout 
the Arabian Peninsula." 
Perkins adds: “Washington 
used its advantage to impose 
one other critical condition ... 
and I sometimes find it 
difficult to understand how 
Saudi Arabia could have 
accepted this condition.” 


| John Perkins views the grand scheme 


of Arab economic development as à 
blueprint for the US ambitions of 
empire-building across the globe 
“(I]t was a part of a sinister system 
aimed not at outfoxing an u 

ing customer, but rather 0! 
promoting the most subtle s 
effective form of imperialism met 
world has ever known + under 
puzzling was that final entry 

the list of my clients: US ne 
Department, Kingdom of 
Arabia.” 

Arab world lives under Wesi 
imperialism and war p pa 
“War is a racket Then and Now » - 
Thought Manifesto) describe sgu 
Sheffield. Brigadier General 
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p. Butler (War is a Racket) of the US 
Marines who served for 33 years but 
“had a suspicion that war was a 
racket; not until [he] retired to civil 
life did [he] fully realize it." The wars 
sustained capitalist governance and 
turned millionaires into billionaires. 
“war is a racket. It always has been. It 
is possibly the oldest, easily the most 
profitable, surely the most vicious, It 
is the only one international in scope. 
It is the only one in which the profits 
are reckoned in dollars and the losses 
in lives," Butler asks many rational 
questions: “How many of these war 
millionaires shouldered a rifle? How 
many of them dug a trench? How 
many of them knew what it meant to 
go hungry in a rat-infested dugout? 
How many of them spent sleepless, 
Irightened nights, ducking shells 
and shrapnel and machine gun 
bullets? How many of them parried 
the bayonet thrust of an enemy? How 
many of them were wounded and 
killed in battle?” 
War is a crime in civilizations’ 
context, What is the cure to 
‘aging indifference and cruelty 
19 Interests of the whole of 
mankind? The 21st century, 


(aghazetaleem.com) 


future-making. The Divine 
knowledge offers logical substance 
of reality to be reckoned with: 
"Verily in the creation of the 
Heavens and of the Earth and in the 
succession of the night and of the 
day, are signs for men of 
understanding; Who standing and 
sitting and reclining, bear God in 
mind and reflect on the creation of 
the Heavens and of Erath and say: 
Oh, our Lord- Thou has not created 
this in vain."(3: 190: The Quran) 

The imperial networks export 
militarization and wars to 
destabilize the Arab Middle East. The 
Arab world has one focal issue - 
Palestine and the two-state solution. 
The contemporary Arab world has 
no honest leaders to protect Masjid 
al-Aqsa and its sanctity from Israel's 
ultranationalist provocations and to 
reason with Palestine and Israel and 
what future options could be 
imagined for peace and security. 
Wars, deaths and destruction are the 
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topnotch agenda items in relations 
between the West and the Arab 
world. Was the discovery of "oil" a 
conspiracy ("Fitna") to forfeit the 
Arab culture and Islamic 
civilization? The ongoing 
bloodbaths across the streets of 
Yemen, Libya, Syria, Afghanistan, 
Iraq and elsewhere provide a 
staunch reminder of something 
terribly wrong with human thinking 
and military actions. How do such 
crimes portray the nature of Arab 
societies in which bloodbaths are 
taking place under the pretext of 
economic development and 
militarization? Do the paranoid Arab 
authoritarian rulers envisage an 
advanced culture of "modernity"? 
The whole of the Arab world is à 
quagmire of conflicts, sectarian 
warfare and foreign interventions. 
Wars kill people, destroy the planet 
and those who possess power show 
no wisdom to dream of triumph and 
glory over human mind and soul. 
The ongoing war between Russia and 
Ukraine-NATO, and the war-torn 
Middle East overshadowing the 
common citizens of the world 
feeling incapacitated and dehuman- 
ized to share a terrible sense of 
helplessness and wonder how to 
save the humanity from the scourge 
of imperial-led war racketeering and 
the consequences of man's 
intransigence, triviality and 
viciousness against his own 
existence and future on Earth. IS 


Dr. Mahboob A. Khawaja specializes 
in international 
affairs—global security, 
peace and conflict resolu- 
tion with keen interests in 
Islamic-Western compara- 


tive cultures and civiliza- 
tions. He is the author of 


he . 
T age complex political, 
“Onomic, social and strategic 


Challe ; several publications 
encomp bed y EM including the latest: One 
Warrant Humanity and the Remak- 
leaders PAM thinking, new ing of Global Peace 
chan : and new visions for Scio. amd Conflict 
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In the early hours of October 7, 2023, Israel, 
which always boasts about its military might, 
was taken by complete surprise when its 
archrival, Hamas, launched a multi-pronged 
blitz on the Zionist state's territory, In what is 
ig termed as a colossal failure of Israel's military 
elligence, Hamas fighters were able to infiltrate dozens 
f military and civilian sites, including 22 towns and 
settlements, facing virtually no resistance. Beyond 
destroying military targets and equipment, they were able 
to take 150 Israelis as hostages. Indeed, the attack has 
punctured the myth of Israel's military invincibility. 
The recent attack was a direct response to the ongoing 
violence against innocent Palestinians by the fascist 
Israeli government. Now, facing international humilia- 
tion for its intelligence failure, Israel has declared war 
against Gaza. The Zionist state, which does not know any 
language but violence, is committing war crimes against 
he besieged Gazans, and breaching international law 
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breached at 29 points. This can be considered a 
significant failure of Israel's intelligence or a well-timed 
execution by Hamas. It has severely tarnished Israel's 
image, which always boasts of an impregnable iron dome 
and an unbeatable intelligence system. Now, to regain its 
lost standing on the world stage, it is planning to wipe out 
the Gaza Strip. 
On the part of Hamas, the attack was sophisticated and 
well-calculated, But, realistically speaking, wasn't it an 
emotional one? Will it withstand the butchery and 
barbarism being inflicted by Israel? The attack has just 
provided another pretext for the Jewish state, which has 
always been on the hunt for such opportunities. Although 
Hamas has inflicted serious damage on Israel, it is not 
clear what the group will do to reap long-term benefits. 
Israel is now determined to “wipe out" Hamas. But for 
sure, Hamas would have well calculated that the 
| Was arisk worth taking, 
However, it is dee A to note that civilians often pay 
the ultimate price in any military conflict. AS vant 
statistics, on average, 22 Palestinians have been kie? 
every Israeli casualty in the previous wars. During U 
of conflict, both sides inevitably suffer losses. - 
in this instance, a careful examination of the i 
realities suggests that Palestine is far more 
j j m all, it is Is! 
greater harm. In most prior conflicts, if not 
that has been the stand-alone victor of the conflict 
Moreover, Western countries, particularly 
States, the UK and France, are openly sup 
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both militarily and politically, thanks to a strong Jewish 
lobby in these countries, In contrast, Palestinians have been 
left alone at Allah's mercy. Even the Arab States, which once 
championed the Palestinian cause, are now in a hurry to sign 
agreements on the normalization of relations with Israel. 
some have even inked various trade and business deals with 
ihe state that is out to annihilate their fellow Arabs. 
regrettably, these shifts have come at the expense of 
palestinian interests. Sadly, they have been left alone to 
struggle for even their legitimate rights, as it seems from 
the current regional dynamics. However, this is not, by any 
means, to suggest that Palestinians should cease their 
efforts for self-determination. Of course, they should 
effectively struggle for their self-determination in such a 
wav as to minimize their civilian losses and effectively 
depict the atrocities of Israel. Additionally, they should 
avoid actions that might garner sympathy for the Jewish 
state, which has been built 
on the ruined villages and 
stolen land of Palestine. 
After all, it is the civilians 
who bear the brunt of the 
actions of the aggressor. 
Mahmoud Darwish, a 
Palestinian poet and writer, 
who is regarded as 
Palestine's national poet, 
once said, "The war will end. 
The leaders will shake hands. 
The old woman will keep 
waiting for her martyred son. 
That girl will wait for her 
beloved husband. And those 
children will wait for their 
heroic father. I don't know 
who sold our homeland. But I 
saw who paid the price." 
Indeed, the recent attack by 
llamas was a result of decades-long oppression of 
Palestinians and the illegal occupation of their land by 
Israel. As Martin Luther King Jr. once said, "Oppressed 
people cannot remain oppressed forever, The yearning for 
freedom eventually manifests itself" In this regard, 
Palestinians have the full right to oppose any oppression 
and fight an occupier. Therefore, the assault sprang out of 
multiple factors. 

lo begin with, the attack coincides with the timing of talks 
on the normalization of relations between Saudi Arabia and 
Israel, The talks were being brokered by the United States to 
reassert its position in the Middle East, which is one of the 
ost volatile regions in the world. The US, in order to 
Counter the Chinese influence in the region as the latter 
mediated normalizations of relations between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, which were hitherto archrivals, was striving to 
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Minken, the US Secretary of State, was expected to visit 


MORE CHILDREN KILLED IN GAZA IN 12 DAYS 
THAN IN UKRAINE IN TWO YEARS 


Israel and Saudi Arabia in late October to discuss 
normalization talks. In these talks, Hamas was not invited. 
The Hamas leadership felt compelled to act in such a way 
due to the normalization of relations between Israel and the 
Arab States, This normalization trend has diminished the 
significance of the Palestinian Issue for Arab leaders, who 
are more interested in their economic affairs to the 
detriment of Palestinians. Had the rapprochement between 
Israel and Saudi Arabia been concluded, it may have 
eliminated the already weak chances of an acceptable two- 
State solution, for which the Palestinians have been 
yearning for a long time. The normalization talks have now 
been shelved. This was also a part of Hamas's calculations. 
Second, the move was triggered by the siege of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and violence in the occupied West Bank by the far- 
right Israeli government. In recent months, expecting à 
strong reaction, Israel has shifted its forces from its border 
with Gaza to the West Bank 
to keep the situation under 
control there. This gave 
Hamas both justification and 
an opportunity to attack. 
Third, the move may also 
have been triggered by the 
imprisonment of many 
Palestinians by Israel. 
Hamas's leadership has said 
that, according to a report by 
Al-Jazeera, the objectives of 
the attacks, inter alia, were to 
end Israeli violations and 
secure the release of 
Palestinian prisoners. This 
might be the reason why the 
Hamas fighters took many 
Israelis as hostages. This 
move might be used as a 
bargaining chip for the 
release of Palestinian prisoners. The same practice has 
borne fruit in the past as well. 

However, looking at the attack from another perspective, 
some questions arise in mind. Did Israel make the attack 
intentionally happen? Was it a trap for Hamas? Is Israel 
seeking a pretext to re-occupy Gaza? The following 
explanation may help clarify these questions: 

To begin with, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
had strong political opposition, was facing public criticism 
over his government's judicial reforms. Before the attack, 
there were public protests against the government. To 
divert attention from all this, Israel might have deliberately 
made the attack happen. This might be so because protests 
have been called off and the political opponents àre now 
part of the war cabinet of Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Secondly, Israel opposes the revival of the Iran nuclear deal. 
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considering Iran a rogue state, may not go for any talks on 
the revival of the deal. The US is now clearly warning Iran 
not to mingle in the Hamas-Israel conflict, From the 
beginning, Israel has been sabotaging any progress on the 
Iran nuclear deal, 

Thirdly, Hamas has always been tough on Israel, The latter 
might have been in search of an opportunity to teach the 
former a lesson. By keeping all this in mind, the anergic 
behaviour of Israel at the time of the attack created 
suspicions because a high-tech wall, as mentioned earlier, 
can be breached in not less than 29 positions, and this too in 
the presence of a well-sophisticated intelligence agency, 
Mossad. Moreover, about 5,000 rockets managed to land in 
Israeli territory despite the deployment of a sophisticated 
Iron Dome missile shield. The New York Times reported 
that Israeli intelligence issued a specific warning to border 
guards immediately before the attack, but those warnings 


went unheeded for unclear 
reasons, 
Now, burning in the fire of 


vengeance, Israel has declared 
total war against Hamas, as was 
expected, and has completely 
sieged the Gaza Strip. For most 
things, Gaza depends on Israel, 
not the neighbouring Islamic 
state of Egypt. Food, medicines, 
electricity, and fuel, among other 
things, come to Gaza through 
Israel. All this has been blocked 
by the latter, a move that has 
been termed illegal and a breach 
of international law by the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Chief, Volker Turk, to punish 
Hamas. Palestinians are out of 
food, water and medicines, 
Moreover, they have no place to 
hide because their homes have 
been annihilated by the 
relentless air strikes and missile 
bombings of Israel. Palestinians are paying a huge price for 
their demand for self-determination. Since the illegal birth 
of the state of Israel, Palestinians have been alienated from 
their land. 
This flare-up between Israel and Palestine has impacts on 
the whole world in general and Pakistan in particular, For 
nstance, Saudi Arabia had indicated it would invest some 
on in Pakistan. However, às the kingdom, being a 
ver in the Middle East's affairs, is now engaged in 
ne conundrum, the said investment is not going 
ze soon, The same is the case with the $20 
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Due to its weak economy, it is 
much attention to Pakistan's 
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statements. To have a significant role in the interna 
arena, a country must strengthen itself economically "ona 
In the end, some suggestions are given for ending 
bloody conflict, First and foremost, every sane this 
understands that there is no military solution to tele 
Palestine conflict. It. requires political and Permang 
solutions, which must be according to the 


Palestinians. For now, there must be an immediate * of 
ceasefire, as according to media reports, in the 


conflict, an average of over 2 Palestinians are killed every 19 
minutes. The United Nations and the US, am 

should mediate this ceasefire, The OIC and Arab League 
waking up from slumber, should do more than just " 
ordinary statements of condemnation. Muslim c 
should set aside their internal conflicts and provide a 
united front in favour of their Palestinian brethren, In this 
regard, the recent phone calls between Crown 
Mohammad Bin Salman 
Iranian President Ebrahim 

as well as with Turkiye's 
President Tayyib Erdogan, are 
encouraging. 

Furthermore, Israel should 
immediately lift its blockade of 
Gaza to allow the free flow of 
food, fuel, medicines and 
humanitarian aid to Gazans, It 
should immediately halt the 
butchery of innocent 
Palestinians, The world, 
especially those who always 
lecture others about human 
rights, must not turn a blind eye 
to the sufferings of Palestinians. 
The so-called torchbearers of 
human rights should not give a 
free hand to Israel bi 
sympathizing with it to the 
detriment of Palestinians. 
Moreover, those Arab states that 
have signed treaties om Ui 
normalization of relations with Israel should compel ! 
latter to abandon its atrocities against 
Palestinians, The neighbouring countries, es 
should mediate the exchange of prisoners 
Palestine and Israel, Last but by no means least, Hae 
Al-Fatah, the two factions that independently ruled 
polities of Palestine (the Gaza Strip and the West PP 
should remove their trust deficit and unite for the ¢ 
Palestinians’ self-determination. Finally, the W^ 
general and Muslim countries in particular i 
abandon the Palestinians because the Palestinians" 
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riskiest flood zones have increased by a st 
122% since 1985, contributing to the vulnerability ae ie . 
water disasters induced by climate change. And, this cade is 
redominantly observed in middle- and low-income jah cie 
On the other hand, the most secure regions experienced an 
g0% increase in growth in human settlements. The study 
analysed 30 years of satellite imagery tracking the expansion 
of human settlement globally, along with flood maps. » 
The study found that by 2015, 20% of all settlement areas were 
in zones with medium or higher flood risks, up from 17.9% three 
decades earlier. The percentage rise might not seem 
substantial, but it represents an enormous area because of 
how quickly human settlement has expanded globally since 
1985. 
Major Takeaways y 
Global Landscape of Settlement Expansion 

« Most countries, especially in East Asia, saw more 
settlements in regular flood zones and ultra-high 
flood zones than in dry areas. 

* Libya, which suffered from devastating flooding in 
September 2023, had an 83% increase in settlement 
extent in the worst flood zones. 

. Pakistan, experiencing catastrophic flooding both in " 
2022 and 2023, witnessed an 89% increase in 
settlements in prone areas, 

Notable Exceptions 

« Dry settlements in the United States increased by 
Ta while the highest flood settlements rose by only 
46%. 

* Other countries with more dry settlements than ultra- b 
wet areas include India, France, Sweden, Austria, 

Finland, Japan and Canada. 
Possible Factors behind Increasing Human Settlements 

» Rural to Urban Migration: As countries experience 
economic growth, urbanization near waterways 
becomes prevalent. Settlements often expand into 
flood-prone areas as cities grow. 

o For Example: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, a 
exemplifies this issue, growing from a 
fishing village to over seven million people. 

* Economic Factor: Low-income populations often 
cannot afford to live in safer, less flood-prone areas. r 
They might be forced to live in flood-prone zones 
because of housing affordability constraints. 

* Lack of Regulatory Enforcement: In some 
countries, land-use planning and zoning regulations 
might not be effectively enforced, This can result in 
settlements proliferating in flood-prone areas without 
adequate safeguards. 

* Cultural and Historical Ties: Some communities 
have deep cultural or historical connections to 
flood-prone regions, and this can influence 
their decisions to remain or settle in these 
areas despite the risks. 

* Tourism and Recreation: Coastal and 
riverfront areas, despite their 
vulnerability to flooding, continue to 
draw tourists and recreation 
enthusiasts because of their 
inherent appeal. 

o The demand for 
resorts, hotels and 
vacation homes can 
lead to settlement 
in these areas, 
even if it's only 


seasonal. 
o This can 
lead to 
decision 
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Way Forward 


Strict Land Use Policies: Implement and enforce 
stringent land-use regulations that prohibit or restrict 
new construction in high-risk flood zones. 

o Designate flood-prone areas as 'no-build' 
zones and enforce these restrictions 
consistently. 

Infrastructure Investment: There is a need to 
Invest in resilient infrastructure, including better flood 
defences, early warning systems and floodplain 
mapping. 

o Improve drainage systems to mitigate the 
impact of flooding in existing settlements. 

Government Support and Relocation 
Assistance: The government can offer financial 
incentives for residents to relocate from flood-prone 
areas to safer zones. 

o Also, the government needs to strengthen 
emergency response and preparedness 
measures in flood-prone areas to minimize 
the loss of life and property during flood 
events. 

Public Awareness and Education: Launch public 
awareness campaigns to educate citizens about the 
risks associated with living in flood-prone areas. 
Promote community-based education 
programs on flood preparedness and the 
importance of avoiding such areas. 


o 


What should Pakistan do? 


As one of the countries most vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change, a heightened risk of 
flooding will likely be a part of our lives for the 


foreseeable future. 
o While a repeat of the 2022 catastrophic 


flooding seems unfathomable, it cannot 
entirely be ruled out as the pace of climate 
change is not slowing down. 
Pakistan's risk of catastrophic flooding is likely to 
grow and we cannot afford to ignore the risks 
irresponsible human expansion into flood zones 
might pose for our people. 
Pakistan is urbanizing at a rapid rate, with reports 
stating that the urban population grew by 76 percent 
between 2017 and 1998. 

o This urbanization has come in the form of 
an elongated urban sprawl, with cities 
expanding ever outwards. 

The smarter thing to do would have been to 

implement policies that prioritize vertical 

developments, allowing more people to settle in 
amore concentrated area. 

. A shift in our urban development policies 

will, thus, be crucial to keep people safe. 

* There is also a heightened need for greater 

investment in flood-protection and 
detection systems. 


Human 
Settlements 
\in Flood Zones 
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The two-state solution has long been 
^ proposed as the best hope for peace in the 
Israel-Palestine conflict. It would see an 
Uf independent Palestinian state established 

alongside the existing one of Israel - giving 
both people their own territory. It is the official position 
of the UK, US, United Nations - and even Israel itself - but 
many now say there is little hope of achieving it. Here we 
take a look at the Israel-Palestine conflict and the two 
state solution: 
What is the c« 
The decades-long conflict between Israelis and 
Palestinians, which has claimed tens of thousands of lives 
and displaced many millions of people, is rooted in 
competing claims to territory and includes border 
disputes and several wars. 
What are the roots of the conflict? 
The answer to this question depends on whom you ask, as 
is the case with almost everything about this conflict. 
Some will begin with the Romans. Others will start with 
the late 19th-century Jewish migration to what was then 
the Ottoman Empire and the rise of Zionism. Or the 
Balfour Declaration by the British government in 1917 in 
support of a "national home for the Jewish people" in 
Palestine and the ensuing conflicts with Arab 
communities there. But the starting point for many 
people is the United Nations' vote in 1947 to partition 
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A look at the Israel-Palestin, 
conflict and the most 
pragmatic way to resolve it 


Muhamamd Sheraz 


land in the British mandate of Palestine into two states - 
one Jewish, one Arab, 
How was Israel created? 


* After the Ottoman Empire was defeated in World 
War I, Britain gained control of Palestine, which 
was inhabited by a Jewish minority and Arab 
majority. The international community tasked 
Britain with creating a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. 

* On November 2, 1917, Britain's then-foreign 
secretary, Arthur Balfour, wrote a_ letter 
addressed to Lionel Walter Rothschild, a 
figurehead of the British Jewish community. 

o The letter, which came to be known as 
the Balfour Declaration, was short - jus! 
67 words - but its contents had 4 
seismic effect on Palestine that is still 
felt to this day. 

* The Declaration committed the British 
government to "the establishment in Palestine ol 
anational home for the Jewish people". 

* In essence, a European power promised the 
Zionist movement a country where palestinian 
Arab natives made up more than 90 percent 0 
the population. 

D. dn the 1020s and 1940s, the number of Jewish 
immigrants to Palestine increased significantly 
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During this period, the British facilitated mass 
Jewish immigration. 

+ A British Mandate was created in 1923 and lasted 
until 1948. 

What was the UN partition plan? 

. In 1947, the United Nations adopted Resolution 

| 181 which aimed to divide Palestine into 
separate Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem 
under international administration. 

e At the time, the Palestinians owned 94 percent of 
historic Palestine and comprised 67 percent of 
its population. 

» The Palestinians rejected the plan because it 
allotted about 55 percent of Palestine to the Jewish 
state, including most of the fertile coastal region. 


. The Jewish leadership embraced the plan but it 
was never implemented. 
* On May 15, 1948, Israel announced its 


establishment. 
The 1948 war 

* In April 1948, more than 100 Palestinian men, 
women and children were killed in the village of 
Dejr Yassin on the outskirts of Jerusalem. 

* That set the tone for Nakba, and by 1949, more 
than 500 Palestinian villages, towns and cities 
had been destroyed. 

* The Zionist movement captured 78 percent of 
historic Palestine. The remaining 22 percent was 
divided into what are now the occupied West 
Bank and the besieged Gaza Strip. 

* An estimated 750,000 Palestinians were forced 
out of their homes. 

* Today their descendants live as six million 
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refugees in 58 squalid camps throughout 
PalestinCAMiNeuBQOknStares 03a2n53899708 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. 

e The first Arab-Israeli war ended in January 1949 
after an armistice between Israel and Egypt, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. 

¢ In December 1948, the UN General Assembly 
passed Resolution 194, which calls for the right 
of return for Palestinian refugees. 

+ Jordan occupied land which became known as 
the West Bank, and Egypt occupied Gaza. 

ə Jerusalem was divided between Israeli forces in 
the West, and Jordanian forces in the East. 

The Naksa, or the Six-Day War 

. On June 5, 1967, Israel occupied the rest of 
historic Palestine, including the Gaza Strip, the 
West Bank, East Jerusalem, the Syrian Golan 
Heights and the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula during 
the Six-Day War against a coalition of Arab 
armies. 

e Forsome Palestinians, this led to a second forced 
displacement, or Naksa, which means "setback" 
in Arabic. 

e Over the next decade, a series of attacks and 
plane hijackings by leftist groups drew the 
world's attention to the plight of the 
Palestinians. 

e Settlement construction began in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. A two-tier system was 
created with Jewish settlers afforded all the 
rights and privileges of being Israeli citizens 
whereas Palestinians had to live under a military 

occupation that discriminated against them. 


The first Intifada - 1987-1993 


e The first Palestinian Intifada erupted in the Gaza 
Strip in December 1987 after four Palestinians 
were killed when an Israeli truck collided with 
two vans carrying Palestinian workers. 

e [|t also led to the establishment of the Hamas 
movement that engaged in armed resistance 
against the Israeli occupation. 

o Hamas, an acronym for Harakat al- 
Muqawama al-Islamiya (Islamic 
Resistance Movement), a political group 
with military capabilities, was launched 
by Palestinian cleric Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin as a political arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

e The Israeli army's heavy-handed response was 
encapsulated by the "Break their Bones" policy 
advocated by then-Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 


e The Intifada was primarily carried out by young 


people and was directed by the Unified National 
Leadership of the Uprising, a coalition of 
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Palestinian 
factions committed to 
ending the Israeli 
occupation and 
establishing Palestinian 
independence, 

In 1988, the Arab League 
recognised the PLO as the 


political 
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opposition leader 


Netanyahu callin 

mortal threat to taal ‘ 
* The Israelis accelerated 

Project to settle J Ry. 

occupied Pales 
territories, "nan 


sole representative of the 
Palestinian people. 


XI'S 4-POINT SOLUTION 


The wars on the Gaza $ 


Main problems between the two 
peoples 
There are a number of issues which 


the two sides cannot agree on. 
These include: 


The Intifada also 
prompted the 
international. community 
to search for a solution to 
the conflict. 


Advancing the two-state solution based on 
1967 borders with East Jerusalem as the 
capital of a new Palestinian state. 


L 


Upholding “the concept of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and 
sustainable security," immediately 
ending Israeli settlement bullding, taking 
immediate measures to prevent violence 
against civillans, and calling for an early 


* Israel has launch 
military assaults "A. 
2008, 2012, 2014 and 2021. 
Thousands of Palestinians 
have been killed, Including 
many children, and tens of 
thousands of homes, 
schools and office buildings 
have been razed. 

* The 2008 assault involved 


* What should happen to 


resumption of peace talks. 


use of internationally 
banned weaponry, such ag 


phosphorus gas, 

Palestinian refugees? * In 2014, over a span of 50 days, 
* Whether Jewish Coordinating international efforts to put Israel killed more than 2,109 

settlements in the forward "peace-promoting measures that Palestinians, inclu 

bic entail joint participation at an early date,” ' ding 

occupied West Bank f 1,462 civilians and close to 

should stay or be 500 children. 

removed? 


* Whether the two sides 
should share Jerusalem? 
* And - perhaps most tricky 
of all - whether a 
Palestinian state should be created alongside 
Israel? 
Efforts to resolve the issue 


and Israel, 


The Intifada ended with the signing of the Oslo 
Accords in 1993 and the formation of the 
Palestinian Authority (PA), an interim 
government that was granted limited self-rule in 
pockets of the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 
The PLO recognised Israel on the basis of a two- 
state solution and effectively signed agreements 
that gave Israel control of 60 percent of the West 
Bank, and much of the territory's land and water 
resources, 
* The PA was supposed to make way for the first 
elected government running an 
independent state in the West Bank and Gaza 
- Strip with its capital in East Jerusalem, but that 


In 1995, 


Promoting peace through development 
and cooperation between the Palestinians 


* During the assault, called 

Operation Protective Edge 

by the Israelis, about 11,000 

Palestinians were wounded, 

20,000 homes were 

destroyed and half a million people displaced, 
The two-state solution 

* The two-state solution, first proposed by the 

Peel Commission in 1937, proposed the solution 
of Israel and Palestine becoming two separate 
independent states and coexisting in harmony. 
The two-state solution is backed in the 
international community as the most feasible of 
all solutions, as other alternatives simply don't 
work in the seven-decades-long controversy. 

o Several countries including the US have 
long sought a solution to the conflict 
that results in two states. 

o Most international diplomacy promotes 
à two-state solution favouring Israel's: 


reverting to a version of its pre-! 
borders, 


materialised over the decades despite 
support from world leaders inc "1 
US President Joe Biden, China's 
Jinping and Saudi Arabia. fg 
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On Sept. 30, pro-China candidate 
Mohamed Muizzu defeated his pro- 
India rival Mohamed Solih in the 
presidential election in the Maldives. 


followi 


surveillance aircraft and some 75 personnel. 


VS 


in South Asia 


The election was pitched as a larger 
geopolitical battle between India and 
China as the two countries, over the past 
decade, have been engaged in a tug-of-war to gain 
influence over this important archipelago in the Indian 
Ocean. Solih, seeking a second five-year term, 
| championed an "India first" policy while the Muiz2u, who 
had entered the fray with support from pro-China former 
President Abdulla Yameen (who was banned from 
contesting the election by the Supreme Court in August 
ng a conviction for corruption and money laundering) launched 
an "India out" campaign, promising to remove a small Indian military presence of several 


The Dragon is winning the game! 


s the intensifying strategic 
confrontation between the 
United States and China 


dominates many foreign policy 
debates, another important 
competition is quietly playing out: 
the jostling between India and China 
lor influence in South Asia — from 
the Himalayas to the islands off the 
subcontinent in the Indian Ocean. 
The region, which comprises 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, 


and Sri Lanka, has been a hotbed of | 


Sino- Indian Strategic competition 
se tamis New Delhi's concern is that 

% with whom it has clashed 
pia jee along their disputed 
z idum " in the Himalayas, plans 
bal a ria alliances to encircle 
maran and and at sea — and 
eine supplant it as the 
Notably power over South Asia. 

Y, all the region's countries, 
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articipants in China's Belt 


and Road Initiative (BRI) à vast 
economic plan for investment and 
infrastructure development. Beijing 
has also secured access to key ports 
along the Indian Ocean, including 
Gwadar in Pakistan, Hambantota in 
Sri Lanka, and Chittagong in 
Bangladesh, that have caused New 
Delhi to worry about a so-called 
string of pearls strategy aimed at 
hemming India in. 


As of now, China seems to be winning 


this race, A look at China's growing 
influence in Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan, Nepal and now the Maldives 
has proved that China has got an 


upper hand in this part of the world. 
Thecase of the Maldives 


Though the Maldives is a widely 
scattered archipelago with a 
population of just over 500,000, the 
country holds crucial strategic 
importance for India and China, as 
well as the West. It is on the pathway 
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of essential East-West cargo 
shipping lines, including China's oil 
supplies from the Gulf. It is also seen 
às à gateway to larger geopolitical 
influence and control over the Indian 
Ocean, particularly for China, which 
is growing increasingly assertive in 
the region, Yet it is also seen as 
somewhat unpredictable, having 
only become a fragile democracy in 
2008 after three decades of 
authoritarian rule. Foreign policy 
has oscillated wildly in that time 
between India and China, while 
corruption and criminality have 
remained rampant in politics. 
For India, which is engaged in a tense 
border dispute with China, keeping 
Chinese influence out of its backyard 
in the Indian Ocean is seen as highly 
important and under the now- 
former Solih government, they have 
invested more 
infrastructure, as well as increasing 
training and security cooperation, in 
an apparent bid to deepen influence. 
Earlier this year, India's foreign 
minister, Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, visited the Maldives to 
give them two sea ambulances and 
sign several development 
agreements, while emphasising that 
India was "always willing" to help the 
Maldives, They have also utilised soft 
cultural power, opening a highly 
active Indian cultural centre in Malé. 
Yet India's increased activity has also 
long been viewed with suspicion by 
those in the Maldives. 
A particular source of contention 
has been aircraft given to the 
Maldives by India, which has 
stationed dozens of military 
| in the country to operate 
leading to allegations of India 
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India rhetoric, 

This movement has remained 
successful as on Sept, 30, pro-China 
candidate Mohamed Mulzzu - who 
leads a party that welcomed an 
influx of Chinese loans and oversaw 
a wide-ranging crackdown on 
dissent when it was last In power - 
won the presidential election in the 
Maldives after a second-round run- 
off against incumbent Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih who had pro-India 
credentials. Muizzue had 


unflinching support from pro-China 
former President Abdulla Yameen 
who was not allowed to contest this 
election, This crucial election was 


Seen as a test of the Indian Ocean 
archipelago's nascent democracy as 
well as its ties with China and 
traditional benefactor India, 

Muizzu, a one-time housing 
minister, played a pivotal role in an 
earlier government's development 
program, bankrolled in part by 


financial largesse from China's Belt 


nd Road initiative, 
, who was first elected 


battling 
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was only to build a dockyard under 
an agreement between the two 
governments and that his country. 
sovereignty will not be violated, 
Muizzu had promised that if he 
the presidency, he would re 
Indian troops from the Maldives an 
balance the country's trade 
relations, which he claimed were 
heavily in India's favour, j 
Anupper hand in 

In what Afghanistan's for 
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi , 
a "significant step with a si i 
message,” China appointed a ne 
ambassador to Afghanistan on Sept, 
13, becoming the first of any country 
to be appointed in this role since 
Taliban takeover in 2021, AJ 
the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
the appointment "normal rotation, 
China's ambassador to 
Afghanistan, the move sig 
China's expanding influence n 
Afghanistan and the region. | 
Officially, Beijing says it hopes la 
the Taliban will form an inelusive 
government, while it has called on 
the international community 
regional countries for “coordi 
on the Afghan issue,” 
Although China prioritizes se 
it agreed in May to expand 
China-Pakistan Economic Ci 
to Afghanistan, a $60 
connectivity project that is part of 
China's globe-spanning Belt ar 
Road Initiative. "FN" | 
Some Chinese companies hà 
recently shown interest in in 
in Afghanistan. 
In July, officials of Fan China A 
Mining Processing and 
Company announced an In 
of $350 million in various secto 
Earlier in January, the Taliban sigi 


Petroleum and Gas Company 
extract oil in the north of the cout 
by investing $150 million ann 


from October | due to à ^ 
diplomatic support in India 7. 
absence of a recognized 8° 
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abu. Despite many requests on 
Ww of key concerns to the status 
n, education initiatives, 
services support, 
rian assistance and 
nd commerce help to 
ders, either no actions 
taken or very limited 
provided by the 
yrities resulting in 
considerable administrative, 
diplomatic and operational 
difficulties for the mission, the 
embass) said, adding it could not 
deliver on the expectations of 3,000 
Afghan students who waited to 
return to their universities in India. 
The closure of the Afghan Embassy 
in Delhi, coupled with the strained 
relations over student vísas, reflects 
the complex and evolving situation 
in Afghanistan and its impact on 
diplomatic ties with India. 
The Nepal playground 
The fluid India- China great game in 
South Asia witnessed another power 
play when Nepal's Prime Minister 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal paid an official 
visit to China on the invitation of 
Chinese Prime Minister Li Qiang - 
who stood in for President Xi Jinping 
at the recent G20 summit in New 
Delhi. Dahal has frequently been 
critical of India since his arrival in 
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post-revolutionary Nepal as a 
serious and disruptive political 
Player after leadership in Nepal's 
ten-year Maoist rebellion -- 
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unarguably among modern Nepal's 
most disruptive events. The 
rebellion contributed to the switch 
over from an absolute monarchy to à 
raucous and chaotic but resolute 
democracy. 

During Dahal's visit, a 13-point 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) was signed and exchanged 
which included 10 agreements and 3 
MoUs related to various sectors, 
including agriculture, 
communication, science and 
technology, and trade. Moreover, 
increasing productivity in the 
northern region of Nepal, the digital 
economy corporation, green and 
low-carbon cooperation, as well as 
translation and publication of 
ancient texts are other subjects of 
agreement. Establishing a joint 
technical working group and 
cooperation in the field of science 
and technology and innovation are 
other subjects of agreement. 
Moreover, an agreement on the 
construction of a 220 kV cross- 
border transmission line between 
Nepal-China under the Power Grid 
Interconnection Project (Chimile- 
Kerung), which will be built through 
a Chinese grant, would open the 
door for power trading with China. 
Implications 

If India fails to prevent Chinese 
influence from deepening across 
South Asia, it could seriously 
jeopardize the US Indo-Pacific 


[TY UTER lll. Là! 


Online Book sto 
INTERNATIONAL KE —— 


menor wee 


re. 0 


^ 


33 


» - -— " 
ee To. 


strategy as well. In this scenario, New 
Delhi would be intensely focused on 
strategic competition in its 
neighbourhood and less likely to have 
bandwidth to support US objectives 
farther afield, whether in Southeast 
Asia or the Pacific. India might also 
prioritize its partnership with Russia 
in hopes that Moscow might convince 
Beijing to change its behavior. Finally, 
if India concludes that China is 
successfully encircling it, this raises 
the possibility of war between two 
nuclear-armed powers. None of these 
outcomes are desirable. 


Conclusion | 
As the competition between India 


and China for influence in South Asia 
intensifies, foreign investment 
becomes more important in shaping 
regional outcomes. This discussion 
is particularly relevant às China's 
Belt and Road Initiative continues to 
expand, reaching the borders of 
almost every South Asian country. 
Since its announcement in 2013, the 
BRI has significantly filled this 
investment vacuum. China has 
funded the Hambantota port and 
Port City Colombo in Sri Lanka, the 
trans-Himalayan corridor and the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 
and sealed an oil extraction deal with 
Afghanistan and a free trade 
agreement with Maldives. 

Beijing has also capitalised on the 
development gap along the Line of 
Actual Control — the de facto border 
between India and China — by 
developing villages and a new 
highway. China's BRI has 
created. dependency among 
South Asian countries by 
attaching conditionality to its 
aid. This could potentially serve 
Beijing's military interests in 
the future. 

This development has spurred 
India to accelerate its 
infrastructure projects in the 
region. ff 


The writer is a 
Lahore-based academician 


d political 
PDFs Material For CSS PWE FPSC 


2-53399708 


Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem.com) Online Book store. 0332-53399708 


the - 


yew 


“BEIJING- 


Perhaps there is no winner at all 


Semiconductors are the battleground for the US-China technology 
competition. In October last year, the Biden administration released a 
set of export controls to ensure the United States maintains ‘as large a 
lead as possible’ in this emerging technology race. However, analysts 
believed that the restrictions marked an attempt to constrain China's 
emerging technology development as they were to limit its access to 
| advanced semiconductors necessary for data-intensive artificial 
intelligence (Al) models, supercomputers and hypersonic missiles. 
Nonetheless, China's largest contract chipmaker, Semiconductor 
Manufacturing International Corporation (SMIC), has manufactured a 
7-nanometer advanced chip that has been used in the Mate 60 Pro 
recently released by Huawei Technologies. The launch of the phone 
shocked industry experts who didn't understand how SMIC, which is 
headquartered in Shanghal, would have the ability to manufacture 
| such a chip following sweeping efforts by the United States to restrict 
China's access to foreign chip technology. 
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For more than a century, the 
scramble for oil unleashed wars, 
forced unusual alliances and sparked 


diplomatic rows. Now the world's two 
and China - are battling over another 
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biggest economies - the United States | 
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precious resource: semiconductors, 
the chips that literally power ou! 
daily life. These tiny fragments ol 
silicon are at the heart of a $500bn 
industry that is expected to double 
by 2030. And whoever controls the 
supply chains - a tangled network 0! 
companies and countries thal make 
the chips - holds the key to being V 
unrivalled superpower. i 
China wants the technololh à 
produce chips. That's "a e 
Beijing off as in Octo 
Washington announced 5 "ual 
export controls, making pa gel 
impossible for companie? "T. 
chips, chip-making equip? 2 " 
software containing U> 


a 
„o they 
China, no matter where 


www. jworldtimes.com November 2023 


PDFs Material For CSS PMS FPS 


-—] 


n the world. It also banned US 

and permanent residents 
upporting the "development 
t production" of chips at certain 


lactories in China. 


But, export controls haven't 
STOppt d China from 
dey surprisingly 
semiconductors 
iriphones, increasing 
Merican anxieties about the 
‘Ountry's military 
“@pabilities amid significant 
uncertainty, China quietly 
e d making advances 
the field of chip-making 
hes became known to the 
$ ei M Huwaei, China's 
Wines giant that was the 
sma S second-largest 

"Iphone maker, released 
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phone which is powered by the 7- 
nanometre Kirin 90005 chip, 
manufactured by China's Semicon- 
ductor Manufacturing International 
Corporation (SMIC). It is to be noted 
here that last January, quoting a 
Chinese policy research analyst, the 
BBC reported that Huawei has gone 
“essentially dead”, But, within just 
seven months of this report, the tech 
giant has released this phone 
powered by an advanced 7- 
nanometer processor. 

The specifications provided 
advertised phone's ability to make 
satellite calls, but offered no 
information on the power of the 
chipset inside. The processor is the 
first to utilize SMIC's most advanced 
7nm technology and suggests the 
Chinese government is making some 
headway in attempts to build a 
domestic chip ecosystem. 

To put the nanometre metric in 
perspective, a strand of human hair 
is about 50,000 to 100,000 
nanometres wide. And the most 
advanced chip makers, such as 
Taiwan's TSMC, can make 2- 
nanometre chips. The thinner the 
chip, the faster it is. These advanced 
chips run 


sophisticated 
artificial 
intelligence 
(5 wid r) 
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algorithms in cutting-edge products 
such as fighter jets, missiles, 
satellites, and supercomputers. One 
crucial aim of the Washington-led 
tech war is preventing Beijing from 
making advanced chips by blocking 
technology from the West, for 
instance, the Extreme Ultraviolet 
(EUV) lithography machine from the 
Netherlands’ ASML. But as SMIC 
moved to the 7-nanometre domain, 
sanctions don't seem to be working. 
However, jumping to the conclusion 
that China is fast catching up in chip 
and other critical technologies will 
be an oversimplification of a 
complex phenomenon. The 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute 
tracks 44 critical technologies 
foundational for economies, 
societies, national security, energy 
production, health, and climate 
security. Its research reveals that 
China has built the foundations to 
become the world's leading science 
and technology superpower through 
high-impact research across several 
critical and emerging technology 
domains. 

Beijing is striding ahead, no doubt. 
Its AI strategy came out in 2017, 
while the US adopted an AI 
document in 2021. Then, 
blindsiding everyone, China 
tested a new orbital 
bombardment system in 
2021 that could potentially 
evade Washington's missile 
defence system. 

But then there are other sides 
of the story. Beijing is 
pumping billions of dollars to 
become the global AI leader 
by 2030. Its scientists are 
publishing more Al-related 
scientific papers than anyone 
else. Still, it was the US' 
Google, Microsoft, and 
OpenAl consortium that has 
made an AI chatbot while the 
Chinese counterparts are 
playing catch-up. This 
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A brief timeline of US chip sanctions against China 
August 2022: The US Congress passes the CHIPS and Science Act, a law 
thàt approves subsidies and tax breaks to help jumpstart the production of 
advanced semiconductors on American soil. 

September 2022: The Biden administration bans federally-funded US tech 
firms from building advanced facilities in China for a decade. 

October 2022: The US commerce department bars companies from 
supplying advanced chips and chipmaking equipment to China, calling it an 
effort to curb China's ability to produce cutting-edge chips for weapons and 
other defense technology, rather than a bid to cripple the country's consumer 
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electronics industry. 


advancement entails a combination 
of many related things, including 


November 2022: The US bans the approval of communications equipment 
from Chinese companies like Huawei Technologies and ZTE, claiming that 
they pose *an unacceptable risk" to the country's national security. 

May 2023: Beijing bans its *operators of critical information infrastructure" 
from doing business with Micron Tech, an Idaho-based chipmaker. 


several thousand dollars 
elsewhere is on offer for a few 


costs 


basic research, a conducive | hundred in Shenzhen, that too 
ecosystem for innovation and | within an arm's reach. Critical | 
business, talent and a solid research programmes are, of course, | 
motivational drive. the domain of state-owned | 
The West has a foundational universities and institutes related to 


advantage. Its vibrant and liberal 
democracies often supercharge 
innovation and productivity by 
facilitating decentralisation, 
experimentation, failure and 
iteration. The number of scientific 
papers or the first landing on the 
dark side of the moon (China made 
history by doing so in 2016) is not as 


significant as à combined A t 

metric of many related China hosts world’s largest 
phenomena for measuring number of science and 
technological progress. technology (S&T) clusters 


That's not to say that China 
lacks innovativeness, as the 
Shenzhen case may explain. 
Until the 1980s, just over the 


border from Hong Kong, itwasa three or more 
sleepy fishing village with fewer top 100 S&T 
than 100,000 inhabitants, Clusters, 2023 


Today, it's a sprawling 
metropolis of high-rises, and 


Economies with 


the People's Liberation Army. But 
even with a centralised governance 


| Structure and a command economy, 


China can blindside the US in this 
epic battle for tech supremacy, as it 
has done on so many occasions. In 
the long term, its leading research 
position may put China in a 
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dominant role not just 
technological developmen Pu 
future technologies that P. in 
exist, ya 
Then, there are Chinese char 

tics, as the Berlin-based Mer 
Institute for China Studies 

out. Beijing's leadership has ad 
technology as the Strategic 
ground in Sino-US competition 
the "biggest geopolitical chall 


en 
the 21st century" in bile 
relations. Historically, it has a far 


sighted vision and is adept at pl 
long games, which it 
demonstrated on several occ 
such as gaining membership at the 
United Nations Security Council in 
1971, securing a foothold in 
Afghanistan after the messy 
departure of the British, Russians, 
and Americans, and dealing with 
human rights issues at the world 
stage. As an ascending superpower, 
it can afford the time to keep playing 
such a game in the current tech 
rivalry. 
But is there any winner at all? Or, 
even more importantly, who will be 
the greatest loser? As it turns out, 
the entire world, everyone, is à 
casualty of this superpower rivalry 
that is fragmenting the world. A 
recent IMF blog says: "A fragmented 
world is likely to be a poorer one” 
Two percent of global GDP will 
disappear, mainly from emerging 
markets and developing economies. 
Closing each other's markets wil 
send companies to bankruptcy 
erasing millions of jobs. This 
phenomenon will spre@ 
worldwide like a chain pet 
making everything costlier world 
everyone poorer. In à " 
where an innovation a 
crucial to progress and sharif 
prosperity, fragmenta 


will only increase misery: 
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On Sept. 13, China became 
the first country in the 
f world to formally name a 
ambassador to 

Afghanistan since the 
laliban takeover in 2021, Mohammad 
Hassan Akhund, acting prime minister 
in the Taliban administration, accepted 
the credentials of the new envoy Zhao 
\ing in a ceremony at the presidential 
palace in Kabul. Subsequently, the 
Chinese embassy in Afghanistan urged 
the community to 
ontinue engaging in dialogue with the 
l'alibun and, in turn, encouraged the 


laliba 
iliban to adopt moderate policies and 
est 


new 


international 


“gl an ine lusive government, 
aliban has yet to be recognised by 
ko foreign government, but observers 
vin; e^ APPotntmeht signalled China's 
ce DO forge closer ties with the 
MOup Beijing did not 
this appointment 
fis ia wider steps towards a 
bY Chinese pis rather a statement 
fly ane oreign ministry sought to 
l for a formal 
l'his is the normal 


However 
Indicat 


signalled 


whether 


, hopes 
cognition 


Cosying up wth 
Afghanistan 


In what most analysts see as a major boost to the Taliban's quest for international recognition 
which has evaded it so far, China recently appointed Zhao Xing as its ambassador to 
Afghanistan, becoming the first country in the world to appoint an ambassador to the war- 
ranged country since the Taliban came to power in 2021, Although it is certainly not an official 
recognition, analysts believe that it is very close to recognizing the Taliban government as in the 
words of Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, it is a "significant step with a significant 
message" for other nations to come forward and ostablish relations with the Taliban-led 
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rotation of Chinà's ambassador to 
Afghanistan, and is intended to 
continue advancing dialogue and 
cooperation between China and 
Afghanistan," the statement said 
adding that China's policy towards 
Afghanistan was clear and consistent. 

An overview of the relationship 

China has historically taken a back seat 
in the affairs of its neighbour 
Afghanistan, It was cautious about the 
potential security challenges posed by 
the abrupt return of the Taliban 
following the US withdrawal in August 
2021. Nonetheless, in a departure from 
the normal diplomatic protocols, 
Beijing retained ambassador-level 
relations and an embassy in Kabul after 
the fall of the previous US-backed 
government, Since then, Chinese 
officials have stressed increasing 
cooperation with Afghanistan, along 
with other regional neighbours, on 
issues such as anti-terrorism 
cooperation, “economic collaboration” 
and boosting “regional stability and 


development.” 
China was among the first countries to 
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Shafqat Javed 
welcome the Taliban's return to power 
after the chaotic withdrawal of 
American troops two years ago and is 
one of only a handful to host a Taliban 
charge d'affaires - it is worth 
mentioning here that although there 
are diplomats of many countries in 
Kabul with the title of ambassador, all 
of them took up their posts before the 
Taliban takeover. Countries and 
bodies, such as Pakistan and the 
European Union, have since sent senior 
diplomats to lead diplomatic missions 
using the title ‘charge d'affaires’, which 
does not require presenting ambassa- 
dorial credentials to the host nation. 
The severe isolation of Afghanistan 
since the Taliban captured the 
country's capital has provided Chinà 
with an opportunity to become a major 
player in the country, Beijing has 
joined the international community in 
urging Kabul's new rulers to 
implement reforms, such as forming 
an inclusive government with 
representation from all Afghan 
ethnicities and respect for women's 
rights, particularly when it comes to 
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pap and work. 
China has also 
Taliban regime ‘promised the 
develo À economic and 
: pment support in exchange f 
attention iode change for 
to Chinese security 
concerns es ; y 
restraining à acr AM 
POP PRR ny Uyghur 
groups in 
Afghanistan from 
targeting Chinese 
interests, particularly 
Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) 
projects, in the region. 
Before the collapse of the 
Ashraf Ghani-led government, 
Beijing had a close working 
relationship with Kabul, and Afghan 
security forces helped monitor and 
target Uyghur militant groups at 
China's request. But since the Taliban's 
takeover, Beijing has begun to engage 
with the new rulers because it does not 
want terrorism to spill over from 
Afghanistan into China or target its 
interests in the region. 
Following the Taliban's takeover of 
Afghanistan, China quickly pledged 
humanitarian aid of US$13 million and 
stated that establishing a new interim 
government was necessary to restore 
order in Afghanistan. China has also 
actively sought international support 
to rebuild Afghanistan, lift sanctions 
and unfreeze Afghan foreign assets. In 
addition, Beijing has taken steps to 
solidify its ties with the Taliban by 
importing Afghan goods without 
tariffs and investing US$550 million 
for the next three years to extract oil 
from Afghanistan. More recently, the 
Chinese telecom company, Huawei, 
was contracted by the Taliban to install 
CCTV cameras for surveillance, further 
increasing China's influence over the 
country. 
Beijing's ties with the Taliban 
As no country has yet recognized the 
Afghanistan's legitimate 
lions of dollars in aid that 
r p the previous 
 vanished, billions in 
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il, China 
allowed the 
Taliban to 


reopen the Afghan 
embassy in Beijing, while in recent 
officials from the Chinese 
n Kabul and Chinese state- 
with federal and 


months, 
embassy i 
owned companies met 
ncial governments to discuss 
investment and 
reconstruction projects. China has 
provided assistance worth $8 million 
to the families affected by the recent 


earthquake in Afghanistan. 
Most recently, China's special 


representative for Afghanistan, Yue 
Xiaoyong, at an international 
conference on Afghanistan held in 
Tashkent on July 26, announced that 
Beijing will financially support the 
construction ofa transnational railway 
across Afghanistan that would connect 
Uzbekistan to seaports in Pakistan. 
Beijing's security concerns 

More than seeking 4 role in post-US 
Afghanistan, Beijing is worried about 


the possibilit 
itant groups suc 
y (TIP), 
eijing bl 
province 


provi 
Chinese 


h as the Turkestan 
a Uyghur militant 
ames for unrest in 
its western of Xinjiang and 
refers to by its former name, the East 

Movement (ETIM). 


Turkestan 55 
€ seeks to liberate Xinjiang and 
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OQaida-led alli 
Meer t 
elped t thar 
capture! a i 
Afghanistan Ms t 
withdrawal, er us 
The Taliban have 
been very co 
their messa 
not allowing | ic 
to become a haven 
international terro 
groups looking to 
attacks against regio 
states, particul 
Recently, Tubes Ra 
Minister Amir Khan Mutta, 
at the international conferencein 
Tashkent, offered assurances that 
"the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
will not allow any of its own members, 
or any other individual or group, 
including al-Qaeda, to pose a threat to 
the security of others from the soil of 
Afghanistan.” 
Increasing influence in the region 
Amidst recent global contestations and 
competition among major 
Beijing has taken a more 
approach towards the T 
Afghanistan. These Steps aim to 
bolster China's regional influence and 
counter the United states 
encirclement strategy by 
“circle of friends” for 
geoeconomics-related reasons. China 
has proactively € ed diplomatic | 
ties with the secon 
d over 


maintained 


first Taliban regime fro shi? 
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or the first time in its 234-year 


history, the US House of 

Representatives, voted out its 
speaker Kevin McCarthy, after a resolution 
“tg vacate the office of the speaker" was 
approved with a 216-210 vote, setting the 
stage for an unprecedented contest to 
replace McCarthy a year before the 
presidential election. Since the House is 
almost evenly divided, Democrats joined 
eight rebel Republicans = many of the 
same hard-right holdouts who tried to stop 


him from becoming speaker. The group 
was led by McCarthy's chief rival, Rep. 
Matt Gaetz of Florida, who has been 


critical of the debt deal McCarthy had 
made with President Joe Biden and of the 


vole to prevent a government shutdown, 
Which conservatives opposed as they 
demanded steeper spending cuts. 

Removing the speaker launches the 


House Republicans into chaos heading 
into à busy fall when Congress will need to 
fund the government again or risk a mid- 


November shutdown 
e House? 

The US Constitution established the role of 
the Speaker of the House, which oversees 
nig lower chamber of Congress. The 
*Peaker is both traditionally and 
historically a sitting member of the majority 
Party, though this is not a constitutional 
'equirement 
oe In addition to leading the House 
the s | 'entatives, they are also leader of 
Ata : MS in the chamber. 
Ple ye level, the Speaker sets the 
a nan. agenda, controls 
Work | y : assignments, sets the vote and 
keeping ender, and is responsible for 

9 the 


^" Ir party members unified 
"nd major Initiatives, 
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How is a Speaker 
chosen? 
The House of 


Representatives 
functions ona two-year 
cycle, known as a 
"session," The 
Speaker, whose 
leadership of the 
House is mandated 
under Article |, Section 

2 of the US 
Constitu- 


elected at the beginning of a new 
Congress by a majority of the lawmakers in 
the chamber, The chamber must continue 
to hold votes until a Speaker is elected 
because without that person in place, the 
chamber cannot move on to any other 
function, including swearing-in members. 
The vote for Speaker requires a candidate 
to receive the support of a majority of the 
House — 218 votes, The existing leader of 
the majority party is usually presumed to 
be the person to assume the speakership. 
Why is the Speaker of the House so 
important? 

Wielded effectively, the position of 
Speaker of the House is one of the most 
powerful in Washington. Depending on the 
partisan makeup of Congress, they can 
make or break a US President's agenda, 
stymie opposition and spearhead their 
party's biggest legislative initiatives. 

A shrewd and effective Speaker will be 
able to marshal House members behind 
his/her partys agenda, and control 
rebellious lawmakers by doling out 
incentives or punishments. 
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What does the Speaker do? 
The Speaker of the House is one of the 
most powerful figures in American politics 
and is second in line for the presidency, 
following the Vice-President, in the event 
of the President being incapable of 
continuing in office. The Speaker fills three 
primary roles. 
First, (s)he the most visible and 
authoritative spokesperson for the majority 
party in the House. The Speaker 
articulates an agenda and explains 
legislative action to other Washington 
Officials as well as the public. S(he) 
oversees House committee assignments 
and collaborates with the powerful House 
Rules Committee to structure floor debate. 
Second, the Speaker manages business 
on the floor and navigates legislative rules, 
structuring House debate in a way that will 
advantage their legislative priorities. 
Adherence to strict rules and procedures is 
necessary to overcome the difficulty of 
managing a large legislative body like the 
House of Representatives. 
Third, the Speaker oversees everything 
from accounting to procurement for the 
House, 
While the Speaker sets the overall 
legislative agenda in the House, it is the 
House majority leader who schedules 
specific bills to debated and voted upon in 
the chamber. 
Whocan run for Speaker? 
Under the US Constitution, the House 
speaker does not have to be a member of 
Congress. That is the reason some 
Republicans have floated the name of 
former President Donald Trump for the job, 
even though he is running for President 
and has said he does not want the job. (ff) 
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The global 
landscape is undergoing a 
paradigm shift. Countries 
| from the Global South and 

Global North are strength- 
ening their economic and 
infrastructural positions in rapidly 
evolving and diversifying transnational 
economic frameworks. This age of 
infrastructure~building to develop 
rail-, road- and port-based reliable, 
cost-effective routes to transit and 
trade goods across the globe has 
opened a new front in the arena of 
competition among great powers. The 
latest initiative in this grand tapestry of 
global connectivity - that could create 
enormous geopolitical repercussions - 
is the India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEEC), which was 
announced on the sidelines of the G20 
Summit in New Delhi on September 10, 
2023. This transformative ship-to-rail 
transit and trade network spanning 
india and Middle Eastern, Mediterra- 
nean and European countries has the 
potential to reconfigure trade patterns 
el This multi-regional 
on-dollar connectivity 


— 


1 Connecting Europe i= 


connectivity 


Arabian Gulf 


initiative has triggered a debate about 
whether this mega project is a counter 
to China's BRI to thwart its growing 
economic and military ambitions. 
Debates are ongoing also regarding the 
potential route of this economic 
corridor. All these aspects do demand a 
closer and detailed analysis, 

Let's start with the geographical reach 
of IMEEC, 

The IMEEC, consisting of two separate 
corridors - the eastern corridor and the 
northern corridor - would span two 
continents, The former would connect 
India to the Middle East, where the UAE 
would act as an Indian Ocean 
connectivity node for India. The latter 
would connect Gulf countries to 
Europe through the Israeli port of Haifa 
and the Greek port of Piraeus. The 
maritime leg of IMEEC would, thus, 
start from the Indian ports of Mumbai 
and Mundra (Gujarat), and end in the 
UAE. Then, à railway network, 
connecting the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan and Israel, would be built. 
Finally, Haifa would, then, be 
connected through a maritime route to 
Piraeus, Greece, to eventually be 
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connected to Italy, France and Germany 
through railway links. Though the 
United States is not a direct beneficiary 
of this mega maritime and land-based 
project, it has another agenda to fuif 
that we will be discussing in this piece. 
The IMEEC would involve constructing 
multimodal rail channels and shipping 


routes over 5000km, capac y 
enhancement of seaports, 
cables, hydrogen pipelines and high- 


speed data cables. P" 
Though the financial costs of 

yet to be announced, media report? 
speculate costs varying from $8 billion. 
to $20 billion (Atlantic Council). This 
project is an extension 
Partnership for Global 
and Investment (PGI), à CO 
infrastructure-building project 
by G7 countries, It is worth 
that PGI was earlier la e 
the name Build Back Better World 
and it is widely seen às a coun’ 
to President Xi Jinping's sign 
project. In terms of infras' NA 
connectivity, the IMEEC i$ à is ‘a 
project to create an arch of COMME riy 
and communication connecta 


magts et 


ale on CSS PMS Books. (aghazetaleem.com) 


Medie!" e, the project coul 
planning stage, the proj y 


ilate economic development 
a enhanced connectivity and 
po jc integration between Asia, the 
wm in Gulf and Europe, 
s thstanding the geopolitical and 
Now" yomic significance of the IMEEC, 
quem first communication and 
JJ» xxt project that includes as 
-— countries as India, the United 
— saudi Arabia, Israel and the 
-— Union; all these have 
different and multifaceted 
motivations. These distinct 
motivations deserve our attention to 
better understand the larger picture of 
geopolitics and geoeconomics working 
against the backdrop of this ambitious 


European 


project. LN 
India, prima facie, could emerge as a 
major beneficiary of this project as it 
would have opportunities to enhance 
economic efficiency, reduce transpor- 
tation costs and significantly boost 
throughput via transit routes, But India 
has other axes to grind. One of them is 
its Western. dilemma, which is 
hindering its ambitions to reach 
European shores through a reliable and 
cost-effective route, Pakistan, situated 
at the western border with India, has 
long objected to allowing transiting 
Indian goods to Afghanistan and 
eventually to Central Asia and Russia 
due to legitimate security concerns and 
the antagonistic nature of bilateral 
relations. Under normal conditions, 
India would prefer using Gwadar port 
for offloading its goods and then 
'ransshipping them to Central Asia and 
Russia through Afghanistan. But since 
!! could not do that, it sought to bypass 
Pakistan by envisioning an alternative 
route: the International North South 
Transportation Corridor (INSTC), India 
decided to invest in Chabahar Port, 
^m Is Situated just 72 km north of 
"n x . à med at reaching Central 
through tran ts eventually Duropa 
: >: iran. But US sanctions on Iran 
*sla-Ukraine war have left 
in tatters, largely due to 
erland connectivity veto 
political disputes, Hence, to 
hja n this long-cherished dream, 
| n fixed its eyes on the 
eny Pakistan any bargaining 
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Ban... ee 
Power, Reinforci its 
rich Middle acl p* oa bury the two-state solution to the 


economic ties with the 
Mar het inthe region and thine 
ely to further d 

Sees the light of day. T NE 
The normalisation of Arab-Israe] ties 
and greater economic integration of the 
Middle East are also major underlying 
motivations for launching this 
initiative, and the IMEEC could also 
become the driver of achieving these 
Objectives. As far as Saudi Arabia is 
concerned, this economic corridor fits 
perfectly into its objective of 
remodelling its economy to make it less 
dependent on oil, as per Saudi Vision 
2030 vigorously proposed by the Saudi 
Crown Prince Muhammad Bin Salman. 
Similarly, for the UAE, which is 
projecting itself as the global hub for 
trade, tourism and finance, and is 
working hard to open up its vast 
resources to a global audience, the 
IMEEC provides a golden opportunity 
to achieve these lofty goals. Right after 
the Abraham Accords in 2020, which 
led to the normalisation of UAE-Israel 
ties, both states immediately began 
constructing a pan-Middle East rail link 
to connect the UAE to Haifa. Now the 
non-recognition of Israel by the Saudi 
kingdom is the only hurdle in this rail 
link, as only the 300-km-long leg of 
the Pan-Middle East Rail Link intended 
to pass through the desert of Saudi 
Arabia remains unconstructed. Now 
that the peace deal on the pattern of the 
Abraham Accords is right on the anvil, 
the United States and Israel are hoping 
that this missing lnk will — 
completed after signing of a 
treaty. It is, therefore, right to conclude 
that the normalisation of Arab-Israel 
ties is both the cause and impact of the 
IMEEC, and unfortunately, it would also 


Palestine issue deep under the sand of 
the Arabian Desert, 

Washington is eyeing the IMEEC to 
reverse the recent trend of declining US 
influence in the Middle East amidst the 
rapidly growing influence of China. In 
the last five years, in particular, China's 
clout has grown significantly, Ever 
since the launch of BRI in 2013, several 
Gulf countries have embraced 
President Xi's Signature initiative, 
which has allowed China to invest in 
Strategically important locations such 
as the UAE's Abu Dhabi Port, Qatar's 
Hamad Port and Kuwait's Silk City. Not 
only that, the Gulf states have also 
Started participating in China's 
multilateral arrangements. For 
instance, President Xi received a red 
carpet welcome during his visit in 
December 2022, and six Gulf countries 
endorsed his multilateral projects, 
such as the Global Development 
Initiative and the Global Security 
Initiative. On top of that, China has also 
succeeded in brokering a historic 
reconciliation deal between the KSA 
and Iran that led to the resumption of 
diplomatic ties after seven years. In 
another major development that 
indicates its growing footprint in this 
region, China also invited the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Iran and Egypt to become 
part of the BRICS. At a time when 
Beijing was rapidly strengthening its 
position in this part of the world, the US 
suffered many setbacks. First, when 
Israel, the closest US ally in the Middle 
East, allowed a Chinese company to 
invest in Haifa seaport, which happens 
tobe the same port viewed as a 
critical 
connectivity 
node in the 
Mediterranean 
Sea under the 


IMEEC project, 
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assistance projects, and enhance 
vocational education. cooperation 
through Luban Workshops and other 
initiatives, We will also step up joint 
efforts to ensure the safety of BRI 
projects and personnel, 

4. Promoting green development 
China will continue to deepen 
cooperation in areas such as green 
infrastructure, green energy and 
green transportation, and step up 
support for the BRI International 
Green Development Coalition, China 
will continue to hold the BRI Green 
Innovation Conference, and 
establish dialogue and exchange 
mechanisms for the solar industry 
and a network of experts on green 
and low-carbon development. China 
will implement the Green 
Investment Principles for the Belt 
and Road, and provide 100,000 
training opportunities for partner 
countries by 2030. 

5. Advancing scientific 
technological innovation 
China will continue to implement the 
Belt and Road Science, Technology 
and Innovation Cooperation Action 
Plan, hold the first Belt and Road 
Conference on Science and 
Technology Exchange, increase the 
number of joint laboratories built 
with other parties to 100 in the next 
five years, and support young 
scientists from other countries to 
work on short-term programs in 
China, At this Forum, China will put 
forward the Global Initiative for 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Governance, We stand ready to 
increase exchanges and dialogue 
with other countries and jointly 
promote the sound, orderly and 
secure Al development in the world. 
G. Supporting people-to-people 


exchanges 
China will host the Liangzhu Forum 
to enhance PAM n iion 


and 


ner countries. In 
: n". eux Read 


= INTERNATIONAL. Mose 


Investment 


€ Europe 


Museums of the Silk Road, the Silk 
Road International Alliance of Art 
Museums, and the Silk Road 
International Library Alliance that 
have been set up, China has also 
launched the International Tourism 
Alliance of Silk Road Cities. And we 
will continue with the scholarship 
Silk Road Program. 

7. Promoting integrity-based Belt 
and Road cooperation 

Together with its cooperation 
partners, China will release the 
Achievements and Prospects of Belt 
and Road Integrity Building and the 
High-Level Principles on Belt and 
Road Integrity Building, and 
establish the Integrity and 
Compliance Evaluation System for 
Companies Involved in Belt and Road 
Cooperation. We will also work with 
international organizations to carry 
out research and training on 
promoting integrity in Belt and Road 
cooperation. 

8. Strengthening institutional 
buidiog | for international Belt and 


its BRI partner 
! Dr building 
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€ East Asia @ South America 
@ Arab Middle East and North Africa 


The Global Reach of 
China's Belt and Road | 


Distribution of Chinese Belt and Road Initiative Investment 
and construction engagement, by region (H1 2023) 


Sub-Saharan Africa 


@ West Asia 


reduction, anti-corruption, think 
tank, media, culture and other 
China will continue to host the BI 
and establish a secretariat for 
Forum. | 
These eight steps are in line with th 
direction of progress of this era and, 
therefore, possess a high degree of 
foresight. These specific measures 
emphasize areas such as 
economy, technological 
green development and 
improvement; all of which are U 
focal points of efforts by counties 
worldwide. They are closely 
intertwined with futu 
development. Regarding thís 
concerned development issue, -— 
countries have chosen to adopt the 
approach of "small yard, high 
perceiving it as a "winner- 
survival competition. However, 
China's eight steps demons 
distinctly different path, one ™ P 
encourages everyone to join 
support each other, and 
mutual success, ensuring 4° 
future for all. @ 
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The Police Order 


(Amendment) Ordinance, 2023 


n 15th September 2022, the Governor of the Punjab 
Man the Police Order (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2023, Since the newly-promulgated 
Ordinance is a temporary piece of legislation in terms of 
Article 89 of the Constitution of Pakistan, which makes such 
legislation lapsable, it will be useful to examine some of its 
aspects that may inform on the changes that the law 
envisages. 
As an introduction, it may be noted that the new law 
has inserted a new article to the Police Order, 
2002, to establish Organized Crime Units 
(OCUs) in all districts of the Punjab 
province, The following may be noted 
about the new amendment: 
1, Contextual background 
In addition to being an absolute legal 
necessity for the police, the legislation 
has been triggered by litigation, The 
matter came up in the court of Justice Ali 
Zia Bajwa of the Lahore High Court when 
the police actions of a unit styled as 'the 
Central Investigation Agency’ (the CIA) were 
questioned through a writ petition (WP No, 
44948 / 2023 titled as Farah vs, the Inspector General of 
Police) under Article 199 of the Constitution of Pakistan, The 
learned judge, who has a reputation of being a formidable 
judge on the criminal side, did not restrict himself just to the 
apparent police actions but opted to delve deep into the 
legality of the police powers and the formative law under 
which ‘the CIA’ was operating. His inquiries into the subject 
revealed that in 1997 a four-member bench of the Supreme 
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Kamran Adi 
Court of Pakistan - State vs, Bashir (PLD 1997 SC 408) - had 
held that 'the CIA' is actually the Central Intelligence Agency 
(the Statutory CIA) as provided under the Police Rule 21.35 
of the Punjab Police Rules, 1934. In addition, the Supreme 
Court interpreted the term 'officer in charge of a police 
station' (Section 4 (p) of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
Code, 1898) in very narrow terms and noted that since the 
officers posted in 'the Statutory CIA' did not work under the 
officer in charge of a police station as defined in section 
4 (p) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (the 
Code), they were not authorized to conduct 
investigations. On this ratio, the Supreme 
Court declared that 'the Statutory CIA 
could not investigate a criminal case. Due 
to the binding nature of the judgement 
of the Supreme Court, different High 
Courts, at different times, passed orders 
based on this ratio of the judgement 0! 
the Supreme Court, In practice, howe'e" 
the police officers continued with hr 
own version of 'the CIA' that was differen 
from ‘the Statutory CIA‘, This practice n 
often discouraged by the courts; however, i 
time, the court asserted and directed the ie 
leadership to address the legality issues of the CIA. in ast 
circumstances, the police leadership presented p pe 
before the provincial cabinet that authorized a draft d ne 
was then sent by the Chief Minister (by way of advice te the 
Governor of the Punjab who was pleased to promulét at 
instant Ordinance, Thus, the law is a product thal all 
intervention of the court that insisted on the rule 
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„jons of the executive must be backe as re 
ë pan 4 of the Constitution of ie vi ditm 
7, Conc eptand definition of organized crime 
rhe issue of the definition of organized crime is not simple; 
ihere are over 200 scholarly and institutional definitions of 
organized crime in literature related to law and criminol- 
ogy. The term ow es its origin to the US law which defined it 
varlier in the € rime Control and Safe Streets Act, 1968, and 
then in the Federal Organized Crime Control Act, 1970, The 
1968 US law defined organized crime as: 
unlawful activities of members of a highly 
organized, disciplined association engaged in 
supplying illegal goods and services, including but 
not limited to gambling, prostitution, loan 
sharking, narcotics, labor racketeering, and other 
unlawful activities of members of such associations 


rhe definition, however, got further refined when it was 
realized at the global level that organized crime required a 
global response. In 1994, the World Ministerial 
Conference on Organized Transnational Crime 
started considering definitions of 
‘organized crime’, After deliberations for 
about six years, in 2000, the UN 
adopted its UN Convention on 
Transnational Organized Crime 
(UNTOC) (also known as Palermo 
Convention), It did not define 
‘organized crime’; instead it opted 
to define related terms like 
‘organized criminal’ and ‘serious 
crime’ - Article 2 of the United 
Nations Convention on 
Transnational Organized Crime. 
lhe ‘organized criminal’ is defined as: 
a structured group of three or 
more persons, existing for a period of 
time and acting in concert with the aim of 
committing one or more serious crimes or offences 
established pursuant to this Convention, in order to 
obtain, directly, or indirectly, a financial or other 
material benefit..." 
lhe 'serious crime’ has been defined as: 
conduct constituting an offence punishable by a 
maximum deprivation of liberty for at least four 
years or more serious penalty ..." 
Ihe UNTOC (and the Protocols attached to it) lists money 
laundering, human trafficking and migrant smuggling as 
types of organized crime under international law. In 
Pakistan, the three types of organized and serious crimes 
are being dealt separately under special laws like the Anti- 
Money Laundering Act, 2010, the Prevention of Human 
l'alficking Act, 2018, and the Prevention of Migrant 
Smuggling Act, 2018, Due to these complexities, the new 
^mendment to the Police Order, 2002, does not define 
organized crime’ but treats the following as organized 
“rime of a provincial scale: 


www.jworldtimes.com November 2023 — 


Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 
a 


1, Kidnapping for ransom; 
2. Extortion; 

3. Dacoity; 

4. Robbery; 

5, Robbery with murder; 
6. Dacoity with murder; 

7. Auto theft. 


Establishment of Organized Crime Unit 
The new law has established, for the first time, the 
Organized Crime Unit (OCU) in every district of the Punjab 
province; in this respect, it is a first-impression law, The 
law requires that OCU in the Capital District, i.e. Lahore, 
shall be headed by an officer of the rank of Deputy 
Inspector General of Police (DIG-BS 20) and that of City 
Districts, i.e. Rawalpindi, Multan, Gujranwala and 
Faisalabad, by an officer of the rank of Senior Superinten- 
dent of Police (SSP-BS 19) and that of a District by an officer 
of the rank of Superintendent of Police (SP-BS 18). As the 
policing system in Pakistan is designed bottom-up in its 
orientation, the OCUs have been kept under the Head of 
District Police, In contradistinction, there is a 
segment of police officers who advocate 
provincial level organization to deal with 
inter-district and inter-provincial 
crime. They also think that national 
cooperation should be improved 
through provincial level 
organization that can also be 
mandated to attend to 
4 international cooperation 
requirements. 
Process and powers 
The OCUs will be fed by criminal 
cases that get transferred by the head 
of investigation in a district. The 
mechanism of collective decision-making 
through boards of officers as envisaged in 
Article 18 of the Police Order, 2002, has been put 
in place to regulate the supply of cases to the OCUs, In 
addition, in order to remedy the weakness pointed out in 
the Supreme Court judgement of 1997, the officers posted 
in OCUs have been conferred with powers of officers in 
charge of a police station as required in section 4 (p) of the 
Code, 
Conclusion 
Alongside the ordinary crime that is dealt with by the police 
ona daily basis, there are categories of offences like those 
set for the cognizance of the OCUs in the new law that 
involve big money that funds anti-state and terrorist 
activities. These must be policed by the state more 
effectively and efficiently. These OCUs, if properly funded 
and regulated by rights-based legal frameworks, will ! 1 
in improving the state of internal security in Pa 
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Pakistan has five jurisdictions for the purpose 
Of sales tax on servic es, viz, the Islamabad 
Capital Territory. (IC D; the territories of the | 


provinces of Punjab, Sindh, Khyber i 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Each 

Jurisdiction has its own law for levying sales tax on the | 

supply of services: the Islamabad ( apital Territory (Tax on 

Services) Ordinance, 2001; the Punjab Sales Tax on Services 

Act, 2012; the Sindh Sales Tax on Services Act, 2011; the $ H H H H H u H M \ 


Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sales Tax on Services Ac t, 2022; and 
the Balochistan Sales Tax on Services Act, 2015, 

Each of these five jurisdictions has its own agency for 
administering and collecting sales tax revenue on services: 
the Federal Board of Rev enue (FBR), the Punjab Revenue 
Authority (PRA), the Sindh Revenue Board (SRB), the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority (KPRA) and the | 
Balochistan Revenue Authority (BRA), 

As à result of separate laws regarding sales tax on services in 
the five jurisdictions, there are variations in sales tax rates, 
exemptions, thresholds, rules and procedures across these 
jurisdictions with the result that the sales tax on services 
remains largely unharmonized. For example, the standard 
sales tax rate on services within the provincial territories of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan is 15% whereas that 
ratio in the provincial territories of Punjab and Sindh is 1696 
and 13%, respectively. Provinces with a strong services 
sector, such as Sindh, have specific incentives in the form of 
low rates or exemptions to promote their local industries, 
leading to differences in sales tax rules and rates. 
Unharmonized sales tax has several implications for the tax 
system, economy and society, Some of them are as under: 

» tax compliance for businesses operating across 
multiple jurisdictions becomes complex and difficult 
when each jurisdiction has its own tax rates, 
thresholds, exemptions and reporting requirements; 

» businesses operating in an unharmonized sales tax | 
regime have to hire tax experts and install software to. | 
make compliance with the diverse rules of each 
jurisdiction and ensure timely tax reporting and | 
payment in each jurisdiction, which imposes a 
financial burden on businesses and leads to higher 
compliance costs. For example, the cost of tax | 
compliance for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
in Pakistan is between 1% and 4% of an average SME's 
revenue and between 6% and 14% of an SME's earnings, 


r aplic ations DT 


‘Inharmonized 


» businesses have the incentive to exploit differences in 
rates, thresholds or exemptions to reduce their tax 
liabilities by shifting operations or transactions across 
jurisdictions, leading to revenue loss and undermining 
the effectiveness of the tax system. Due to massive tax 
evasion and avoidance, Pakistan's tax:GDP ratio has 
been below 10% for the last many decades; 

» businesses have the potential to remain outside the 

| sales tax net to evade sales tax liabilities by exploiting 

| the differences in rules among jurisdictions, resulting 
in the erosion of sales tax base, reducing revenue 
performance of the tax system and forcing the 
| government to borrow funds for financing !'5 
activities, Pakistan's fiscal deficit target of 7.760! GDP 
for the fiscal year 2023-24 is due to less than 
potential tax collection and Pakistan's debuGDP rat 
of 79% evidences that the government has been 

utilizing borrowed funds to finance fiscal i 

Repayments of loans along with interest amoun 

crowd out public spending on essential sectors such 4 


which is a substantial burden; 

» businesses operating in a jurisdiction having tax 
incentives or exemptions have a competitive 
advantage over those businesses operating in other 
jurisdictions without such tax incentives or 
exemptions affecting market dynamics and 
investment decisions, and ultimately leading to 


market inefficiencies; 


» tax authorities have to face challenges in implementing 
different rules, monitoring Compliance and addressing 


disputes resulting in delays, complexities 
inefficiencies in tax administration, 
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education, health and infrastructure; ith 
last but. not least, unharmonized sales ls a 
complexities, costs and uncertainties affects Im 
entry strategies and cross-border transactio. 
influencing and impacting the flow of goods ' 
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2020 with an aim to harmonize sales tax by resolving the 
issues between federal and provincial revenue authorities. In 
the unharmonized sales tax, a lack of a common definition 
of composite supplies involving both components of goods 
and services, absence of consensus regarding 
apportionment of sales tax on services made in the course of 
interprovincial trade, controversy over the place of 
provision of services, overlap in collection of federal excise 
duty (FED) and sales tax on services by provinces, lack of 
data sharing on collections, oll and gas production, 
electricity production and non-availability of common 
single online portal for filing of sales tax returns by sales 
taxpayers are the major issues between the federal and 

provincial revenue authorities. ' 
Under the PRR project, the federal and provincial authorities 
have adopted a common definition of composite supplies 
that the provincial revenue authorities are competent to 
collect sales tax from restaurants and the federal revenue 
collecting authority, i.e. FBR, would collect sales tax from toll 
vices across manufacturers; whereas the provincial revenue authorities 
Jurisdictions and would collect sales tax on construction services and the FBR 
investment pattern. | on goods involved in such composite supplies. Furthermore, 
Pakistanis already not | to simplify sales tax filing procedures to promote ease of 
so successful in | going business and to reduce compliance costs, to ensure 
mobilizing foreign | automatic apportion of the input tax adjustments as well as 
investment having | tax payments across the sales tax authorities to eliminate 
reducing the impact on | the need for reconciliations and payment transfers; to 
public welfare; and enable tax authorities to improve revenue potential and tax 
» unharmonized sales tax leads to issues and compliance without audits and to encourage harmonization 
disputes among multiple tax authorities, For | of sales tax procedures, definitions and principles between 
example, the FBR and the provincial revenue | federal government and provinces to promote national unity 
authorities have disputes over taxation of | and to ensure cohesion, the Federal Board of Revenue has 
composite supplies and services such à$ | developed a national sales tax return as a single repository 

toll manufacturing, transportation of goods and for all domestic transactions and invoice management. 

adjustment of provincial input tax, etc, Similarly, Pakistan has made stringent efforts to harmonize sales tax 


ser 


provincial revenue authorities have issues over the | op services with technical and financial assistance from the 
mode of collection of tax on cross-border services and WB. So far, issues and disputes concerning the common 
apportionment of sales tax, etc. definition of services, filing of sales tax returns for goods 


Iherefore, harmonizing sales tax by establishing common and services using the single portal, apportionment of input 
rules, reducing disparities and promoting standards is tax and implementation of common PoPS rules have been 
imperative to mitigate the aforementioned adverse effects resolved, However, achieving complete harmonization 
and to promote ease of doing business, simplify compliance, | across all aspects of sales tax requires additional measures 
ensure fair taxation, enhance cross-border trade and create such as uniform tax rates across jurisdictions, same 


aj stment opportunities in Pakistan. registration procedures, invoicing rules and dispute 

he World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) | resolution mechanisms. Furthermore, training programs 

have i . s 

ke major roles in strengthening and improving the | and workshops are to be conducted to enhance the capacity 
"nue performance of the tax systems of the member | of tax authorities and to improve their understanding of 


ann * T: the ae ld s ae sales tax on services laws, procedures and harmonization 
Project. Under this 1 iila nib Cn conduct audits in a coordinated manner an exc ange 
is project, Pakistan com information relating to taxpayers for effective enforcement 


harm ` » 
kai nize sales tax by adopting uniform place of supply | and proper tax collection on services under a harmonized 
Or services, streamlining and standardizing sales tax sales tax system. 


rateg , N 
hi lor goods and services and collecting sales tax on goods 
One 


lo ^ ak ices through a single online portal. The writer studied Taxation Policy & Management at Keio 
stabi bakat the provisions or (AR DANA Pakistan University, Japan, and is serving as Additional Commis- 
Shed the National Tax Council (NTC) on 20 March sioner (Inland Revenue), Corporate Tax Office, Lahore. 
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Over the last few months, Pakistan h 
faced a slew of grave economic Problem 
that have had a substantial influence on 
country's economy. One of Such chan 
which excruciated the people of Pakistan 
most, is the soaring prices of Petroleum 
products. The expensive imports of ener 
products, e.g. crude oil, Petrol, diese; and 
liquefied natural gas (LNG), have holloweg 
out the economy and exposed Millions of 
Pakistanis to back-breaking inflation, With 
Brent crude reaching new highs and the 
rupee losing its value against the US dollar, 
experts believe that inflation will further 
increase which will have ramifications for 
the country's already fragile economy, 


Rising Petrol Prices in Pakistan 


A look at the ways to fight the monster 


ising prices of petroleum 
Rana are sending 

shockwaves across the 
country as they roll over to à bigger 
bump in the prices of other 
commodities which intensifies the 
burden of inflation on consumers. It 
is clear that rising oil prices will 
affect the economy at micro and 
macro levels, causing inflation and 
unemployment. Although the 
governments do not want to increase 
the prices of essential items to 
maintain popularity, if nota genuine 
desire to help the people, yet it is 
true that the Government of Pakistan 
has no option but to raise oil prices 
to stabilize the economy, 
How are prices determined? 
Every time there is an increase in 
retail prices, the government says it 
is because of fluctuations in global 
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petroleum and crude oil prices 
whereas the opposition and 
consumers criticize the government 
for the extra charge and more taxes, 
But do you know how petroleum 
prices are determined in the 
country? 

The price of petroleum products is 
not just a number pulled from the 
thin air by oil marketing companies 
(OMCs) or the Bovernment; rather it 


is a result of rigorous computation | 


of different price components - each 
of which represents à portion of the 
total oil value chain - embedded in a 
pricing formula. The cost of 
petroleum products must account 
for each area of the business, from 
crude oil discovery and production 
to refining and end-product 
distribution. Here is a breakdown of 
these components: 


Muhammad Usman Butt 


1. Ex-Refinery price ' 
The price at which local refineries 
sell their product to oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) is known as the 
ex-refinery price, It is the amount at 
which the refinery sells its finished 
inventories of petrol and diesel. It is 
determined by the OGRA and Me 
on Pakistan State Oil's weighte 
average cost of petrol sup- 
plies/cargoes docking in preceding 
months. Further, a formula where 
Import Parity Price is deter, 
after taking an average of pant as 
days’ international prices " 
published in the Platt's ou 
source of pricing benchmark y^" 
physical energy markets). 
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raking ; p? allowed expenses for 
furt er : , such as andling, Bank 
the refi charges: Marine Insurance, 
T. and surcharges as well as 
WP ctor? overheads. seid 

: int nd freight Equaliza 
margin -— tant element of the 

An equally importa FEM all 
ricing tructur e IFE ows 
E oleum prices to remain at par all 
get the country A look at the 
“eos? y and trade dynamics of 
pakistan eveals that all of the 
country's petroleum imports OF 
supplies are concentrated in the 
e specifically at Keamari 


Karachi - the port 


OIL SUPPLY CHAIN 


city. However, the demand for petrol 

is everywhere. Ideally, if the freight 

costs or transportation charges from 

Karachi to anywhere up country 

were to be part of the pricing 

structure, then there would have 

been different per liter rates of 

— and a direct correlation 

etween the freight and overall price 

would have existed. 

na margin 

Meus an OMC margin that 

Prat. the maximum margin oil 
ibutors can earn over a liter of 

petro], 

es Margin 

Biol utor or dealer margin is the 
nission per liter earned by the 
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OMCs upon sales of petrol and 
diesel. This component, together 
with Ex Refinery Price, PL, IFEM and 
Distributor Margin, adds up to Ex- 
Depot Price. From à retail perspec- 
tive, the OMC is eligible to sell its 
volumes coming T its 
storage tanks spread 


country to the nearest retailers OT 
delivered price. It 


extra components 
Fee and Non-Fuel 
facilities like tuck 
il & tyre change) 
er Commission 
liter of petrol 


such as Franchise 
Retail Charges (for 
shop, car wash, 0 
except for Deal 
earned on sale of every 
to the masses. 

5, Petroleum D 


evelopment Levy 


Retail outlets 


The federal government sets PDL to 
shore up revenues. The Petroleum 
Division in the Ministry of Energy 
sets the rate of levy. Itis a form of tax 
which becomes part of the pricing 
structure and the scope of accumu- 
lating levy permits all infrastructural 
development, by government 
authorities, taking place in the oil 
industry. 


6. Sales Tax 
Lastly, GST is on the sum of previous 


petroleum price components. The 
OMCs collect a fixed percentage of 
sales tax every month on behalf of 
the taxation authorities and file 
returns periodically. They do so by 
applying that fixed percentage to the 
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stan. 
the value of 
depreciates 
tcase, the 

oil will 


in the country. 
kdown of why petr ol 


asing in Pakistan: 


prices are incre 
internatio 


1. Increase in 
ary factors affecting 
lis the price of crude 


produce P 


demand, geopolitical tensions and 


economic conditions determine its 


price. When the demand for crude oil 
so does its price, which 


increases, 
pacts the cost of petrol. 


directly im 


quoted 
exchange rate between the Pakistani 


rupee and the US dollar also plays à 
role in determining the cost of 
petrol. 


3. Taxes and levies 
The government of Pakistan imposes 


taxes and levies on petrol as à means 
of generating revenue. These taxes 
and levies, which are à significant 
portion of the retail price of petrol, 
can increase with changes in 
government policies, contributing to 
the rise in petrol prices in Pakistan. 


4. Increased demand 
The demand for petrol has been 


increasing domestical 
internationally, leading ^] 
prices. This incre e 
due to a gr 
increased el 
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rising urbanisation. 
5. IMF terms 
Pakistan secured a badly-needed $3 
billion short-term financial package 
from the IMF in late June that helped 
it avoid default but came with tough 
conditions and fiscal reforms, 
including a petroleum levy of up to 
50 rupees a liter, alongside a string 
of painful measures such as raising 
extra revenues, increasing energy 
prices and à market-based exchange 
rate, which has already fueled 
inflation. 

Why are prices rising globally? 
Extended Oil Output Cuts: Saudi 
Arabia and Russia, two major oil- 
producing countries, extended their 
voluntary oil output cuts by a 
combined 1.3 million barrels per day 
(bpd) until the end of the year, even 
as global demand continues to rise to 
near-record levels. The cuts will 
keep output at about 9m barrels a 
day. This move tightened the global 
oil supply, leading to a surge in 
international crude prices. Oil 
market traders had expected Saudi 
Arabia and Russia to keep their 
production cuts in place through 
September and October but the 
plans to withhold oil from the 
market until the end of the year have 
raised fears for the recovery of major 
economies and for consumers. 

OPEC + Cuts: In addition to Saudi 
Arabia and Russia's cuts, 
the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries and its allies 
(OPEC+) had previously 
agreed on production cuts 
running until the end of 
2024. These cuts further 
reduced the global oil 
supply. 

Brent and WTI Prices: 
Brent crude futures were 
trading at $93.22 per 
barrel, and US West Texas 
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markets, respectively, 
Central Bank Policies: The US 
Federal Reserve and the European 
Central Bank signalled their 
commitment to fighting inflation, 
suggesting that tight monetary 
policies may persist. Higher interest 
rates resulting from such policies 
can slow economic growth, which, in 
turn, can curb oil demand. 

Russian Export Ban: Russia had 
previously imposed a ban on 
gasoline and diesel exports, but it 
later softened this stance. Exports of 
certain products were allowed to 
proceed, which could influence the 
global oil supply. 

OPEC Demand Outlook: OPEC 
revised its global oil demand 
forecast for 2023 but still 
anticipated higher demand 
compared to 2022. The 2024 
demand outlook was also reduced. 
These demand forecasts can impact 
oil prices as they reflect expectations 
for future consumption. 

Supply Shortfall: The market was 
facing a potential supply shortfall of 
more than 3 million barrels per day 
in the next quarter due to Saudi 
Arabia's extended output cuts. This 
shortfall was expected to be one of 


the largest deficits in over a decade. 
Impact on Economy 


When you see oil prices soaring, you 
probably think of petrol and diesel 
prices, If gas prices rise, a large 


vs. 


The seller Is responsible for 
costs/liabilit [ 
receives the e brin 
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portion of household budgets will 
spent on it, potentially reducing 
spending on other goods and 
services, As a result, companies 
use fuel as thelr primary ; 
material also suffer. The agricul 
sector, which ís one of the count 
main sources of income and 
provides raw materials for indus 
will also be affected. Rising oil pre. 
will increase electricity costs, What's 
more, it also affects transporta 
costs as the public transport fares 
increase and ordinary people suffer, 
Stock markets are also affected 
rising oil prices. Higher oi] Prices can 
increase the cost of prody 
commodities and adversely affect 
stock prices, 

Here is a brief breakdown of some 
possible impact: 

1. Trade balance, CAD 

Pakistan heavily relies on imported 
oil to meet its energy needs. As oil 
prices rise, the cost of importing oil 
also increases. This can widen the 
trade deficit and contribute to a 
larger current account deficit (CAD), 
This situation puts pressure on the 
country's foreign exchange reserves, 
and can lead to a need for external 
borrowing. 

2. Inflation 1 
Higher oil prices often translate into 
increased costs for transportation 


and energy production. 
3. Fiscal challenges 
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ces rise, the government 

ys fuel "ifficulties in maintaining 
may face n petroleum products, 
subsid es" eductions can be à 
subs! ly sensitive issue and may 
pri public protests and social 
leac 
ure anomic growth 
aF ed oil prices can pose 
Eley" es to economic growth. 
—— costs can affect 
« sectors of the economy, such 

manufacturing and transportation 
T potentially leads to reduced 
: onomic activity and job losses. 
5. Exchange rate 
pakistan s exchange rate can be 
influenced by changes in the global 


jncrea 
yariou 


oil market. 
if the country faces a larger trade 


deficit due to higher oil import 
costs, it may put pressure on the 
rupee, leading to 
against major 


Pakistani 
depreciation 
currencies. 
What Pakistan can do? 

1. Energy diversification 
Continuing efforts to transition 
renewable energy 
sources is crucial for Pakistan's 
long-term energy security and 
environmental sustainability. 
This transition involves 
expanding renewable energy 
capacity, investing in research 
and development of clean 
technologies, and incentivizing 
the adoption of clean energy 
Practices. across industries and 
households. Moreover, promoting 
“nergy conservation and efficiency 
should complement this transition 
'0 reduce overall energy consump- 
tion. Investing in alternative energy 
"(urces like renewables and 
"Xploring domestic energy 
duction can reduce Pakistan's 
“ependence on imported oil and 


mit 
fi ‘sale the impact of global "- 
uctuations. 


nit reforms 

revi eminent should consider 

Produc : " policies on petroleum 

tongum À - Provide some relief to 
5 while maintaining 


towards 
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necessary revenue. Direct tax 
collection must be increased. and 
policies to enhance tax collection 
through the Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) must be devised. The 
government was forced to levy taxes 
on petroleum products just because 
the FBR failed to collect enough tax 
revenues and the tax-to-GDP ratio 
has come down. 

3. Efficient public transportation 
More than one-third of all energy 
consumption in Pakistan can be 
attributed to the transportation 
segment, covering motorcycles, 


automobiles, trucks, etc. Pakistan's 
biggest import for the last many 
years is oil and associated petroleum 
products, It is estimated that there 


are more than four million cars in 
Pakistan, and more than twenty- 
four million motorcycles. Almost 40 
percent of all fuel consumed in the 
country is effectively in motorcycles. 


Since movement of people and 
goods essentially consumes a 
significant quantity of our total oil 
imports, there exists a strong case 
for aggressively rolling out public 
transportation options across the 
country, Over the last few years, 
there have been à few projects, but à 
lot more needs to be done. The 
country needs a public transporta- 
tion emergency, that not just 
improves efficiency, but also 
reduces reliance on imported oil, 
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while improving disposable income 


for households. : 

4. Currency stabilization 
Measures to stabilize the rupee 
against the US dollar can reduce the 
impact of exchange rate fluctuations 
on petrol prices. 

5. Enhanced diplomacy 
Strengthening, diplomatic ties with 


major oil-producing countries is 
critical for securing stable oil 
supplies and prices. By engaging in 
strategic dialogues and 
partnerships, Pakistan can work to 
ensure a steady flow of oil imports, 
negotiate favourable terms, and 
minimize the impact of geopolitical 
tensions on energy security. 
6. Public awareness 
Educating the public about the 
benefits and challenges of 
energy transition is vital for 
garnering support for 
sustainable energy policies. 
Public awareness campaigns can 
help citizens understand the 
importance of reducing reliance 
on fossil fuels, the potential for 
job creation in the renewable 
energy sector, and the positive 
environmental impacts. 
Conclusion 
The fluctuation of petrol prices 
in Pakistan over the last few 
years has underscored the 
country's vulnerability to 
international oil market 
dynamics and the importance of 
sound energy policies. While 
consumers often bear the brunt of 
rising petrol prices, they also impact 
the nation's economy, fiscal health, 
and political stability. To mitigate 
these impacts, Pakistan must strike à 
delicate balance between market 
forces, taxation policies and the 
pursuit of sustainable and diversified 
energy sources. It's clear that the 
future stability and prosperity of 
Pakistan are closely tied to its ability 
to navigate the volatile world of 
petrol prices. fs) 

The writer is an Assistant 


Editor of JWT. 
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What should Pakistan do to 
better handle the situation 


n October 3, the interim 
government announced that 
the almost 2 million Afghans 


living in the country illegally must 
leave by the end of the month or face 
expulsion and seizure of properties 
Announcing the 
interior 


and businesses. 
decision, the caretaker 
minister Sarfraz Bugti added, “If 
they do not go ... then all the law- 
enforcement agencies in the 
provinces or federal government will 
be utilized to deport them." He 
added that the government would 
confiscate the property and assets of 
undocumented migrants, along with 
setting up a tip line for members of 
the public to turn in people 
suspected of being undocumented 
Afghan migrants. 


Background 
Pakistan is home to one of the world's 


largest refugee populations - the vast 
majority of them from Afghanistan. 
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In the face of escalating attacks 
from across the border 
targeting Pakistan's border 
security forces as well as a 
widespread practice of 
smuggling trade items that 
include food as well as the 
transfer of dollars, the 
Government of Pakistan 
recently ordered all illegal 
Afghan refugees to leave the 
country by November 1, adding 
that those who do not do so 
voluntarily would be forcibly 
deported. At a time when 
Pakistan is reeling from multiple 
crises — political, economic 
and climate-induced 
catastrophes — the one most 
conspicuous of them being the 


economic meltdown, the 


decision Is being welcomed by 
the Pakistani society at large, as 


given our country's own 
` economic travails, we cannot 


take on the burden of Afghan 


08 


Dr Sidra Muqeet 
Given the two countries’ shared 
border and deep cultural ties, their 
fates have always been linked - with 
years of conflict and humanitarian 
crises in Afghanistan inevitably 
spilling into Pakistan. 
Many Afghans fled the Soviet 
invasion of their country in 1979, 
settling in Pakistan during the 
biggest refugee crisis in the world at 
the time. Another wave took place in 
2021 after the Taliban retook Kabul, 
with thousands of Afghans crossing 
the Pakistan border, often with 
incomplete paperwork while waiting 
for visas to third countries, such as 
the United States. 
The recent move comes after months 
of heightened tension betwee? 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, which has 
spilled over into à broader 
crackdown on Afghan refugee? 
Among other things, Pakistan $ 
to pressure the Taliban governme" 
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in Kabul to curb the activities of the 
itant network Tehreek-e-Taliban 


mil 
), which operates in the 


pakistan ( [TP 

Aghan- Pakistan border regions and 
has been tied to attacks on Pakistani 
security forces and suicide 
bombings in Pakistan. 

Afghan refugees in Pakistan 

Pakistan has a long history of 


ting Afghan refugees, beginning 
with the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan in 1979. Since then, 
millions of them have sought shelter 
in Pakistan, escaping war, conflict 
and political instability in their own 
land. When the Afghans fled their 
country, some entered Pakistan with 
some without. Many now 
require visa extensions, but since 
this would mean going through 
unregulated agents, 
many refrain from attempting to get 
their visa extended. It is due to their 
continued presence that Pakistan 
remains, even today, one of the 
world's largest refugee-hosting 
countries and has experienced 
multiple influxes of Afghan 
refugees, The UN's human rights 
aon the UNI ICR, estimates a total 
Pais million Afghans are living in 
exis Over 1.3 million are 
40,000 hi refugees, Another 
Card" | Ne an "Afghan Citizenship 
are undo ©), An estimated 775,000 
NeW arr Cumented, and 600,000 are 
Why rb. Since August 2021, 

5 kicking out? 


hos 


visas 


expensive, 
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organizations, 
including the UNHCR, and various 
donor countries have supported 
Pakistan in hosting Afghan refugees. 
These organisations have facilitated 


International 


with financial assistance, 
humanitarian aid and infrastructure 
development to accommodate the 
refugees' resettlement and 
integration, Pakistan has played a 
major role in coordinating with these 
organisations and ensuring the ` 
welfare of the refugees. But, the 
continued presence of Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan has been a 
growing concern for many locals. 
They see it as burdening the 
country's economy, straining its 
national resources and changing the 
demographics of their regions. So, in 
fine, there are several reasons for 
this extraordinary step. Some of 
them are mentioned below: 

1, Uptick in terrorism 

In recent months, there has been an 
uptick in incidents of terrorism in 
Pakistan. As per the country's security 
forces, Afghan nationals have been 
responsible for the majority of 
suicide bombings in the country this 
year — 14 out of 24, in fact. 
Unfortunately, Pakistan has also 
experienced terrorist attacks by the 
TIP. These attacks have caused 
significant loss of life and property. 
The Army Public School (APS) attack 
in Peshawar in 2014 was the 
bloodiest of all such attacks by the 
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Trp. TTP-led insurgen 
Pakistan have killed more than 750 
civilians and security forces in the 
first nine months of 2023, showing 
than a 19% increase compared 
us year. The attacks 
have strained the relationship 
between Pakistan and the interim 
Taliban government in Afghanistan. 

Currently, the outlawed TTP, Daesh 
Khorasan, BLA and other extremist 
groups are present in full force in 
Afghanistan. The Afghan 
government is using the presence of 
these groups on its soil as a weapon 
of blackmail against neighbouring 
countries, especially Pakistan. These 
groups assist in the smuggling of 
essential goods from neighbouring 
countries to Afghanistan, in 
exchange for which the Afghan 
government avoids investigating 
them for staying within its borders, 
and secondly, they are diverted from 
foreign arms markets in Herat, Kabul 
and Kandhar. It also provides facility 
to buy modern weapons. It should be 
noted that these markets contain 
advanced weapons left by the US and 
NATO countries. These arms and 
safe havens of Afghanistan are being 
used against Pakistan. 

2. Smuggling of dollars 

Since the fall of Kabul to the Taliban 


in August 2021, the flow of 
international aid in dollars to 
Afghanistan has almost stopped, 
exerting pressure on Pakistan's 
currency market. Pakistan needs 
dollars to not only meet its own 
demand for import payments but 
also to cater to the needs of 
Afghanistan, which is dependent on 
Pakistan for its dollar requirements, 
But, the smuggling of dollars from 
Pakistan into Afghanistan led to 
shortages of the greenback inside the 
country. Afghanistan needs about 10 
to 15 million dollars on a daily basis - 
and half of this req is 


more 
with the previo 


denied the Taliban regime access to 
billions in foreign reserves, 

Since then, our local currency has 
been losing against the dollar amid 
depleting foreign exchange reserves, 
increasing demand for import 
payments, and most importantly, 
the continuing flow of dollars to 
neighbouring Afghanistan, mostly 
through smuggling, 

3. Growing social problems 

The influx of Afghan refugees has 
posed a variety of challenges. 
Overpopulation, increased demand 
for resources, strained 
infrastructure and cultural 
differences have caused tensions 
between the refugees and the locals. 
These challenges have resulted in 
social and economic disparities, 
affecting the locals. Today, Pakistan 
is facing enormous social 
problems internally from the 
side of Afghans: drug 
trafficking, human trafficking, 
vehicle smuggling, kidnapping 
for ransom, money laundering, 
almost everywhere the culprits 
nabbed turn out to be Afghans. 
On the one hand, these people 
are involved in various crimes 
while, on the other, they are in 
control of our entire 
infrastructure. Thousands of 
Afghans bought Pakistani 
identity cards in various ways and 
bought plazas, markets and shops in 
Pakistan. 

The status of the UN Refugee 


Convention 

Pakistan is not a signatory to the 
1951 Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees - the Convention 
that stops states from punishing 
people who enter à country illegally 


religion and pursuing 
ce, it does not have 


refoulement, which is why it can 
deport vulnerable Afghans without 
breaching local or international law. 
Moreover, there is no clear-cut 


procedure to determine the status of 


refugees seeking international 
protection within Pakistani territory 
even for organizations that are 
assisting the new refugees. The 
imprisoned Afghans are currently 
treated. in accordance with the 
provisions of the Foreigners Act, 
1946, which does not recognise most 
of the rights in the 1967 Protocol to 
the Convention. 

What does international law say? 
There are many international human 
rights conventions that Pakistan is a 
signatory to, and which can be 


employed to assist Afghans seeking | 


refuge. The International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, the 
International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women, the 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or 

nt, are à few on the list, 
There are also other Instruments, 
like the 1973 Constitution of 
Pakistan or international customary 
laws, that can be invoked, 
Criticism 


Ens. 
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— Afghan refugees 
ae international community is 
raising eyebrows at a country re 
to send Afghans, including girl 
women, back to a count 
human rights violations — 
The United Nations and globą 
human rights groups have expressed 
concerns over Pakistani plang to 
evict Afghans who illegally 
immigrated, They say hundreds of 
thousands who fled Afghanistan 
after the hardline Taliban seized 
power in August 2021 are among 
those facing deportation. 
1. Amnesty International 
Amnesty International has urged the 
Government of Pakistan to continue 
its historic support for Afghan 
refugees by enabling them to live with 
dignity and free from the 
fear of deportation to 
Afghanistan where they 
face persecution by the 
Taliban, In this regard, 
Nadia Rahman, Amnesty 
International's Interim 
Deputy Regional Director 
for Research in South Asia, 
said, "Afghans in Pakistan 
are fleeing persecution by 
the Taliban. They are living 
incredibly precarious lives 
where they are either 
having to undergo arduous 
processes for registering as refugees 
in Pakistan; or are stuck in lengthy 
processes waiting to obtain relocation 
to another country, A forced retum t 
Afghanistan could put them at gravé 
risk," 
2. UNHCR 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) termed the plan to deport 
undocumented Afghans 
“disconcerting” and said the 
was seeking clarity from “our 
Rovernment partners", Qaisar 
Afridi, a spokesman for the UN 
Commissioner for Refugee 
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„d Pakistan to come up with 
s all Afghan nations 
ational protection are not 
"aported, noting that — a 
«generously hosting refugees 
re than 40 years . 
of the consequences, 
r ambassador to 
Afghanistan, Rustam Shah 
yohmand, who also held the 
position of Chief Commissioner for 
Refugees for a decade, writes in an 
op- ed: “expelling Afghan refugees 
be the nail in the coffin for 
Pakistan's goodwill": 
«whatever little goodwill Pakistan 
has left in Afghanistan - and it is not 
much - will be erased. In an 
atmosphere of such acrimony, how 
do we look forward to making 
Afghanistan à springboard for 
importing electricity from Tajikistan 
and gas from Turkmenistan? How 
will Afghanistan become à critical 
member of the 'One Belt, One Road' 
initiative? Why is strategic vision so 
lacking when it is so badly needed? 
Punish according to law all those 
refugees who are involved in crimes 
and any anti-state activity. But to 
expel hundreds of thousands 
without any valid reason? That is 
going to be highly 
counterproductive." 
Geo-political compulsions 
After the Taliban's return to power in 
Kabul in August 2021, there were 
celebrations in Pakistan, but the 
current situation is exactly in 
contrast to that. Under the Taliban 
regime, the situation has reached a 
point where we are warning of a 
direct action inside 
Afghanistan, It is true 
that Pakistan, at 
Present, is facing a 
Perilous state of 
Security and 
economie affairs due 
to terrorism and 
dollar smuggling, so 
we have no o "tion b t 
to take ster , Aa 
n action to 
l'estore normality. 


for mo 
warning à 
pakistan'$ forme 


will 
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But the question is: what wrongs do 
we make that every time our hard 
work in making Afghanistan stand 
on its own feet Is wasted? 

In the last 15-20 years, we have 
noticed one thing with great intensity 
that whenever the tension in Pak- 
Afghan relations increases, we just 
close the border, Before taking this 
step, we do not think for a moment 
that Afghanistan is probably the only 
country with which we have the most 
profit to do business. We used this 
option so intensively that the 
previous Afghan governments 
started efforts to find alternative 
routes and, in February 2019, regular 
trade of goods with India through 
Chabahar (Iran) started. 

Now that China has formally sent its 
ambassador to Afghanistan, will India 
remain behind for long? Although the 
Afghan interim government has 
openly invited India to work in 
Afghanistan, India is keeping itself at 
a distance from the Taliban 
government. But, for how long will it 
keep doing so? In such a situation, if 
the Indian policy regarding the 
current Afghan government changes, 


how much will we lose? 
We have to also take into 


consideration the fact that Afghans 
are, currently, running many 
businesses in Pakistan. Moreover, 
due to Afghanistan's bad economic 
situation and wars, a large number of 
Afghans are residing in Gulf 
countries as well as in Europe, who 
send a lot of money to their families 
in Pakistan. So, keeping all these 
factors in mind, we should frame 


workable policies. 

Learning from Turkiye 

‘Turkiye is currently the world's 
largest refugee-hosting country, and 
knowledge-sharing of best practices 
for refugee/asylum frameworks 
could be a key element of the growing 
partnership between the two states. 
Pakistan could also serve as à 
valuable interlocutor with allies such 
as China and the GCC to encourage 
them to take a greater share of the 
global refugee population in line with 
their economic status, an argument 
that can only be made from the moral 
high ground, but that would help 
sustain the relevance of Pakistan's 
voice globally, and help secure fair 
treatment for Pakistani refugees later. 


The way forward 


Voluntary repatriation of refugees 

should be facilitated, ensuring their 

safe and dignified return to their 

homeland, supported by 

international organisations and 

cooperation between Pakistan and 

Afghanistan. Furthermore, 

collaboration with the international 

community can explore resettlement 

options for Afghan refugees in third 

countries, ensuring their protection 
and integration. Through 
collaboration with various 
international organisations and 
regional partners, the Pakistani 
government may work towards 
sustainable solutions that prioritize 
the wellbeing of the refugees while 
simultaneously addressing its own 
stability concerns. 


The writer is a London-based 
political analyst. 
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The bipolar world order of the Cold W 
Hs end in 1991 when the Sovie 
collapsed, and the world w 
“unipolar” moment, with the 


America emerging as the 
This was termed the “ 
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_» China and Russia have been warming up their 
oven ; since the end of the Cold War. The Russia- 
ji. : has brought the two states closer than ever, All 
" «n both countries to improve relations as they face 
ei foe: the United States. The deepening of their 
, com d accompanied by a joint push for global 
with both countries using non-Western 
zal institutions such as the BRICS and the 
multilat€ Cooperation Organization (SCO) to expand their 
shangha! in the developing world. 
pau nym 'BRICS' was coined in 2001 by Goldman Sachs 
Ine ai jim O'Neill to describe fast-growing economies 
: sg predicted, would collectively dominate the global 
xoa by 2050. The BRICS grouping, initially made up of 
nud Russia, India, China and South Africa, is at the heart 
of Moscow and Beijing's efforts to build a bloc of 
economically powerful countries to resist what they call 
western unilateralism. In late August this year, another 
«x countries - Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi 
srabia and the UAE = were invited to join the group as full 
members from January 1 next year. 
with their growing economic power, the BRICS countries 
are pushing for cooperation on à number of issues, 
including ways to reduce the dominance of US dollar and 
stabilize the global supply chains against Western calls 
for decoupling and de-risking. 
BRICS«6 is set to join hands in fostering economic 
development vis-à-vis the G7 and their collective 
influence and ambition is predicted to pose a challenge to 
the West. China is the 
world's second largest 
economy - after the 
US and has the 
largest GDP in BRICS, 
at $19.37 trillion 
(2023). The combined 
GDP of the bloc is over 
$26.03 trillion in 
e, Which is slightly 
Dore than that of the 
Un ited 


Ukra 


f 


States, 

; to the IMF, 
‘he bloc will 
collectively account 
or percent of 
oal GDP this year - more than the G7's share of 29.9 
Ihe addition of six members would obviously 
a ‘Ne GDP further - an obvious sign of concern for the 
n BRICS and SCO play a vital role in challenging the 
Bea based international order and its established 
West ‘ony. They were established to replace the developed 
' and serve as the foundation for joint Chinese and 
are a etorts to reshape the international system. Both 
cd for expansion in terms of scope, membership 


2^ other partnerships. 
še blocs are the primary means for China and Russía to 


Accordi 


percent 


Russi, 


region's central 
transportation routes, as well as its substantial influence in 
the global oil and gas market. These developments are of 
critical importance for peace and prosperity. In this 
context, Pakistan's proximity to the region and its deep 
historical, political, cultural and economic ties with Middle 
Eastern countries play a significant role, B) 


create a web of influence that increasingly ties strategically 
important countries to both powers, Most importantly, 
among the six members set to join BRICS, OPEC will also be 
represented, Furthermore, if Iraq also joins, then eight out 
of the ten largest oil producers will be part of BRICS. 

Pakistan faces a complex set of economic, political and 
Strategic challenges, but its interests will be better 
safeguarded if it joins the BRICS. While 40 countries 
expressed interest in joining the BRICS, Pakistan was not 
among them, The dilemma is that Pakistan is also a part of 
the 'Next-Eleven,' a group of eleven countries identified by 
Jim O'Neill in 2005 as fast-growing nations that could have 
a significant impact on the world economy, much like that 
of BRICS. Pakistan shares a close relationship with China, 
through the China-Pakistan Economic 


particularly 


(CPEC), which aligns both 


F d` Corridor 
economic and strategic 


countries' 


interests. 
Given the rapidly evolving global 
dynamics, Pakistan's participation in 


BRICS could be beneficial. Nevertheless, 
Pakistan's entry into BRICS would require 
a commitment to reform, political 
stability, investment facilitation, 
streamlined regulations, human capital 
development, and increased investor 
confidence and protection. In a nutshell, 
China's close relationship with Middle 


Eastern countries is strategically significant due to the 


location in international trade and 


The writer is a researcher and columnist based in 
Mardan. He can be reached at: zakiir9669@gmail.com 
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n our Quest to combat climate change, wo 
ourselves trapped in linear thinking, perpetually 
missing a crucial piece of the puzzle 
‘ve been devising Strategies diligently to 
transition to renewable energy sources, improve 


We 


energy efficiency and make stride 
emissions — all vital steps 
However, an aspect of 


s in 


the dark: Enter the circular economy! 


The circular economy is a concept that carries 


massive potential, 
frequently overshad 


today, 


Consider the case of wind turbines, solar panels 
or electric vehicles. We invest in these 
technologies to reduce our reliance on fossil 


fuels and cause lower emissions. It's 


able step forward. But what happens next? Are we paying 
enough attention to the end of the lifecycle of these products? 


Unfortunately, we often aren't. 


The circular economy offers a fresh perspective that demands 
we rethink our approach. The concept of the circular 
economy is built on the idea of minimizing waste, 
maximizing resource utilization and promoting 
sustainability throughout the product life cycle. 

In contrast to the traditional linear economy, 
where products are produced, used and then 
discarded, the circular economy seeks to 
keep products, materials and resources in 
Circulation for as long as possible 


through strategies like recycling, 
reusing and reducing. 

One of the most compelling aspects 
of the circular economy is its 
potential to slow down the 
degradation of nature. By 
reducing our reliance on newer 
materials, we can decrease the 
pressure on ecosystems that are 
critical for climate adaptation 
Mangroves, for instance, act as 
natural buffers against flooding, 
while forests help regulate 
temperatures 

A circular economy can safeguard 
these vital resources by reducing the 
need for constant 


in the right direction. 


climate action has 
remained largely in the Shadows, an area where 


our linear economic perspective has kept us in 


yet our linear approach 
ows it. We're accustomed to 
the linear model: Take resources, manufacture 


products, consume them and then discard them. 
However, the consequences of this approach 
are all too evident in the climate crisis we face 


extraction and 


diate benefit of the circular 
ducing waste generation 
isposal methods, such as 
lon, release greenhouse 
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Sheikh ~ 
gases like methane ang carbon q NA 
global warming. By minimizi COMM... 

NG Waste g” 


economy actively combat +The 
emissions. Y 


Furthermore, Circular Prac | 
recycling and reusing often du 
energy than manufacturing | 


from scratch, This leads to ^ 
energy savings, a 


footprint associa 
industries, 

Adopting a circular iu 
can also enhance the "e 
climate-related hod db hay. 
sharing economy, for inet.. 
facilitate access to Ns 
services during eme Jj 
Similarly, promoting the reuse, 
refurbishment of products, as y 


ofton tind 


Path to a 
Greener 


Future 


Embracing 
the circular 
economy is 
now a 
necessity 


reducing 


ted «n d 


utilizing local resources and 
farming methods, can enhance , 
resilience to the impacts of unp redi 
climate events on global supply chains 
To put it into perspective, let's take a 
evaluate our current climate efforts, While rans 
to renewable energy and prioritizing energy effic 
commendable, it can address only 55% of si 
remaining 45% stems from the very produets th 
daily lives ~ our cars, clothes, food and m y 
cannot be overlooked. The circular econo ny 
complementary solution, a means of addre 

other half of the emissions puzzle. 
Imagine a world where products are d 
durable, easily repairable and u 
recyclable or reusable, It's a world whe 

is minimized, and resources are | 
rather than squandered. | 
This is the vision of the circular econ 
opportunity to complete the pit 
emissions reduction by p 
way we make and use products. 
As we stand at this critical ju 
history, it is clear that embn 
circular economy is not just an OP 

a necessity. It is a crucial st@P 
achieving the climate goals ous 
international agroements d 
Climate Accord. It is an OPPS” 
simultaneously address em 

lal, economic and social c 

It's time to close the loop APP 
way for a greener, more. n | 
world. By doing 80, We C^ | 
legacy of resi pu the | 


a commend- 
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future generations 
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FRANKOPAN 


Professor of Global History at Oxford U niversity 


Peter Frankopan is a Professor 


of Global History at Oxford 
University, 


Where he is Director of the Oxford Centre for 

Byzantine Research and Senior Research Fellow at 
Worcester College, Oxford. He is also Professor of Silk 
Roads Studies and a Bye-Fellow at King's College, 
Cambridge. He works on the history and politics of the 
Mediterranean, Russia, the Middle East, Persia/lran, 
Central Asia, China and beyond - as well as on the 
histories of climate, natural resources and 
connectivities. 

Mr Frankopan is the author of three books: The Silk 

Roads: A New History of the World (2015), The New Silk 

Roads: The Future and Present of the World (2018) and his 

latest The Earth Transformed: An Untold History (2023). 


Interviewed by: Osama Rizvi 


Jahangirs World Times (JWT): “All 
roads used to lead to Rome. Now they 
lead to Beijing.” This was a fulgurant 


xdi p line in your book ‘The New Silk Roads’. 


Given the rise of BRICS and now coming 


of BRICS*, how, in your opinion, is this 
shaping of the world order moving forward? 
What will be some characteristics or salient 
features of this new world order? 
Peter Frankopan (PF): The most important 
feature is uncertainty, We are living through a 
period of profound change and instability, This 
is clear from the point of view of geopolitics; of 
course, but also technology and climate change. 
New world orders experience birthing pains 
that are often accompanied by severe turmoil, 
suffering and oppression. But, at the 
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moment, the world seems increasingly divided into 
three camps: the West; China and its close allies; and the 
grey majority of states that do not want to have to 
choose between the two, Lam a historian rather than a 
predictor of the future; but I think it is fair to say that the 
thirty-year period of prosperity and cooperation that 
marked most (but not all) of the world is now over. We 
are now in a new phase. For what it's worth, my view is 
that decisions made in the next decade in 
almost every domain - including climate 
agreements - will shape the world of the 
coming centuries, 


JWT: How do you see the role of India in 
the Eastern Hemisphere? As China is an 
established superpower and India is 
also gaining momentum; then, what will 
be the diplomatic, economic and 
otherwise equation of this region? Do 
you see the West in general, and the 
United States in particular, becoming 
less relevantin this part of the world? 
PF: I don't think the US or 
West becoming more or 
less relevant unless 
people locally want it to 
become such. There are 
plenty of things we do 
wrong in the West - and 
these get vocalized a lot 
by axcitabie 
commentators in the 
media or by politicians 
and would-be politicians 
looking for sound bites 
and populist support. But 
we do lots of things very 
well. It is no coincidence, 
for example, that the 
brightest students in the 
world want to study at 
Oxford and Cambridge, at 
Harvard and Stanford. It's 
no coincidence that the 
world's wealthiest want 
to own apartments in 
London, Paris and New 
York: rather, fewer aspire to some of the world's other 
supposedly great cities 

As far as India, China and others go, I suppose one could 
note that rising economic muscle power is a wonderful 
thing to behold but it is not straightforward to manage, 
How does one reduce inequality? What size military does 
one need, and who should decide what it is used for? How 
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can governments deliver better outcomes for their own 
people by taking long-term decisions that improve the 
quality and length of life, but come at the expense of 
productivity and therefore of continued growth? How 
should states like India and China, or India and Pakistan, 
improve their relationships - or indeed, should they? 
None of these are easy questions. 

JWT: Many observers and thinkers term the recent 
changes as the advent of 
minilateralism. Do you agree? 
PF: Sure. Why not! I'm all in 
favour of cute labels that 
simplify complexity. If 
someone can explain what 
Sweden, Cuba and Jordan truly 
have in common - other than 
the same size population - they 
deserve a prize. Minilateralism 
seems to mean all of the world 
except a few big countries, 


JWT: Do you think that 
China's economic model, at 
some point in future, will clash 
r with the 
businesses/businesspersons 
there? How do you expect China to 
continue to progress in terms of 
economy with some form of state 
control being intact? 
PF: Yes. That clash is going on at the 
moment. But it has done so on many 
occasions too, not only under 
Communist rule, but since the start 
of recorded history, including 
during many of the dynasties that 
ruled China - and sometimes on 
several occasions during the same 
imperial reign. Do I expect China to 
continue to progress? Yes. I've no 
idea why some people find it easy to 
write China off on the basis of what 
they read in the newspapers that 
morning; from my point of view, 
China will continue to do what it 
always does: evolve. 


JWT: As the world undergoes formidable changes — 4 
metamorphosis of sorts, in Ulrich Beck's words — how 
do you see the future of countries like Pakistan? We 
face conflicting foreign policy routes. With whom the 


countries like us should or would align? 
PF: | would worry less about high diplomacy and the 


forging of alliances. The dizzying round of foreign 
policymaking is really important, but my attention would 
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er to home. All states that are successful share 


ealot clos i j 

a pretty basic features. One is the rule of law and the 
§0 r 1 " : 
independence of the judiciary; another is the stamping 


out of all and any forms of corruption; another is the 
successful and just collection of taxes; another is 
bureaucratic and administrative excellence; and another 
is the laser-like focus on meritocracy whereby talent is 
rewarded by performance rather than family 
connections. If one gets those right, one has the luxury of 
deciding what the long-term future can and should be - 
including geopolitics and alliances. Get one, or all wrong, 
and the house of cards comes tumbling down. I'll leave it 
to each reader to decide what - if anything - can be 
applied here to the case of Pakistan or indeed to any other 
country besides. 


JWT: Climate change is a pressing issue in the modern- 
day world. However, developing countries have to 
prioritize other things, like putting food on the table. 
How do you think this "de-carbonization dilemma" will 
play out in ‘he future? How can countries align their 


economic :peratives with the moral obligation to 
reduce an pogenic emissions? 

PF: Well, is an area 1 work in extensively at the 
moment, so I would say that the framing of the 
og rt of the problem. It is perfectly possible to 
iis $^ u and clean energy policy and introduce 
meting environmental protection while seeing 
Vota "th. In some cases, one might need to 
with oe E cr time-frame; but in today's day and age, 
ws o ind and other renewables falling to record 
fossi] abe even that needs to be the case, Burning 
CXpenses r brings short-term gains and long-term 

8. I 


Üne problem razy not to think ahead. 

oth at homa 222 from how we teach our children 

etter job at ME at school: we should all do a much 

TUbbish bet explaining how to discard and deal with 
etter; how to conserve our resources to avoid 
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waste; and how to live more in harmony with the 
natural world. Again, this is simple common- 
sense. But it breaks my heart when I see people 
open their car window and throw things into the 
Street In Pakistan, or dump rubbish by the 
roadside - thinking it is someone else's problem. 
I wish that could change. 


JWT: Do you think that carbon emissions would 
also be weaponized in the future, just like oil 
and gas? Is there a carbon-emitting countries 
alliance in the making? 

PF: Nothing is impossible. But I'd be more worried 
about the monopolization of clean technologies at 
the moment. Everyone on this earth realizes that 
burning coal, oil and (to a lesser extent) gas is 
damaging and that we need to do things another 
way. The race is now on to find those new ways and to 
obtain, secure and protect the resources that will be 
needed. Like rare earths; or copper; or silicon, etc. 
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JWT: Is world peace, in your opinion, a utopia? 

PF: Well, I'm not sure we've ever seen World Peace. There 
is always some part of the world where there is conflict 
and suffering. If one wants to be optimistic, as I do, then 
it's worth celebrating the fact that the last three decades 
have been a time of hope for the overwhelming 
proportion of the population on earth. Of course, for 
many in Iraq and Syria, in Zimbabwe, Libya, this has been 
a time of horror and tragedy. But we have not done too 
badly until last year. The new invasion of Ukraine last year 
was a global turning point; that is why this event is $0 
serious for us all. 


JWT: What major events or developments do you see, 


in your crystal ball, highlighting globally by 20507 
PF: | am keen to avoid asteroid impacts; massive solar 


flares; a significant volcanic eruption; and the use of 
nuclear weapons. If we can get to 2050 without any of 
those, I'll be a happy man. Even more so, if England defend 
their World Cup cricket title this autumn. 


JWT: What was the most memorable moment for you 
during your trip to Pakistan? Did you try the Pakistani 


food? What was your favourite? 
pF: | adore Pakistan, its people and its cultures. I have so 


many happy moments and memories. But there is one 
thing I've never done: played a cricket match there. That 
will be the fulfilment of my dreams. Ideally, against a 
team of similar old and out-of-shape historians 
authors, as I'm not too keen on very quick 18-year- 
boys or girls showing me their bouncer or yorker. 
yes, the food! Give me a karahiany day of the week, 


be happy. ff 
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ahangir's World Times (JWT): First of all, please tell 
us about your educational background 


Online Book store. 0332-53399708 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the key to making 
k , un a 
difference in the written part of the CSS exam? 


ehzad Ali (SA): I completed my early education from à SA: In my opinion, things that make the key difference in 
government high school in my village. Thereafter, I did my the written part of the CSS exam are your writing 


intermediate from Punjab College, Sahiwal. 
Moving ahead towards my graduation, I got 


myself enrolled in Electrical Engineering - 
My Interview 


at UET, Taxila, 
JWT: Since you have been Experience 
allocated to Pakistan Customs 


My Interview experience was wonderful. | 
answered 95% of the questions. 


expression and the quality of your arguments 


JWT: Generally, compulsory Subjects 
are considered low-scoring, what 
was your strategy to get through 
these very papers? 
SA: Compulsory subjects need a 


Service (PCS), what feature of it To me, interview is a crucial step during the CSS systematic preparation strategy 
attracted you most? journey. | would like to say that the interview is a for a good score. Specially, all 
SA: Pakistan Customs was my very individualized exercise. Your profile is of aspirants should try to read 
third preference. Every prime importance here, As | graduated from UET, quality material: FPSC- 
occupational group provides you Taxila, there were few questions about Gandhara recommended books, magazines 
with diverse opportunities for Civilization and Taxila during my interview like JWT, research articles ana 


public service. Pakistan Customs is 
considered the guardian of the 
economic front of the country. luck for my future 


JWT: How was your experience at the 
World Times Institute? 


which | answered successfully. The panel 
appreciated me at the end of the 
interview and wished me good 


reports, 


JWT: How should a new aspirant 
start preparing for the CSS exam? 

SA: It is important to understand the 
requirements of the exam. Read Examiners 


SA: Che WTI played a significant role in my CSS journey Reports available on the EPSC website and go through the 
from paper presentations, mock exams to the interview CSS syllabus. Pick your subjects carefully and start your 
phase, The inclusive and competitive environment that it preparation with proper guidance, 


provides enables aspirants to perform better in the exam, 


In Conversation with — 


Shehzad 
Ali (PCS) 


45th in Pakistan; 


CSS 2022-23 


"The WTI played a significant 
role in my CSS journey - from 
paper presentations, mock 
exams to interview phase." 
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^ ; T ead We i My Tips on yet maximum marks by writing 
ae sound preparation for Selection of Optional Subjects 8-10 pages while compromis 
make S. m? Selection the ing on quality, Ouality and 
" | jd S m right optional quantity both matter equally 


& IMP should be 
> ndividual. It $ subjects is a 


fot Midi lized strategy, One ONUS | JWT: How did you structure 
an indi timetable one is g task for your Essay and what was your 
an S bi with most for strategy for the Précis and 
abs ~ " 

fort aspirants. One Composition paper? 
2 n SA: I studie sgis 
p What areas should the should es acted Oxford thesis 
m jrants focus on while prioritize "ay structure, In academic 
ew asp writings, there are a few dos and 


„naring FOF the CSS exam? | 
Pr Make reading your habit. 
: he new dynamics of 


one's interest, don'ts that one has to follow. 
educational For the Précis and Composition 


yore ! XD aper, I suggest eve et 
2 bject from different background pap Se iiij Ded 
wey su À focus on the basic English 
,d books. Avoid and scoring , 

«uggestec deni x ier d di grammar and vocabulary. If you 
googling substandar bs . ISO, have a good command of basic 
? "2 2 po "arc J 
pages for reading. Start reading one should ' grammar and academic writing 
books and begin writing analyse the expression, you will have no 
practice, TWO things are very past papers problem in Essay or Précis. 
important: the quality of your vis-à-vis 

nts and the expression JWT: How did you handle de 
arguments p syllabus. soia y 
of your writing. motivation? 

SA: This has been a long journey 

IWT; How answers should be for me. So, I feel it is important 
written to get maximum marks? to have positive people around you. Make good friends. 
sa: Answers should be well structured, One should not be Talk to your family, Be positive and have faith. 


irrelevant when answering. It is important to answer the 


domains that the examiner is asking for. JWT: What was the key to your phenomenal success? 


SA: I kept going persistently with faith, discipline and 


JWT; Shoule e be some word limit kept in mind positive intent, even after facing two consecutive failures. 
while writir ers? It is very important to learn from your mistakes and keep 
SA: There should be a balance in your writing. One cannot your head high. & 


| Detailed Marks Sheet 
Your ins; y m Subject | Marks | 


attempt ( Ts Compulsory Subjects 
en Qualified twice — PMS 2020 and PMS 2021 Essay 40 
Il P 7 tat ; 
Qualifi ; ———— English Précis & Composition | 42 
realice . |BSc Electrical Engineering pm a recis & Lompoor 79 | 
VET, Taxia — Current Affairs 

im Urdu - e 

TUE edule 8-10 hours a day — 1. Pakistan Affairs 

cadens. | FPSC-recommended books _. Islamiat a 

lined Ny or Institute you World Times Institute (for Interview) Optional Subjects. 

Groy 3A : | International Relations 136 | 
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Ramish Chaudry (RC): My preparation for the PMS how to present the data, ASpi AN 
schooling is from F.G., Boys Public exam; From data must realise that they weh 
High School, Wah Cantt. I analysis to paper- provide ease to the examine, h 
completed my FSc (Pre prese ntation techniques, trust me, he will return that email 
Engineering) from F.G. Degree WT helped hóa a you. Aspirants Must add referen 
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2016. Then, I earned a bachelor's 
degree of BSc Industrial 
Engineering from the University of 
Engineering and Technology (UET), 
Taxila, in 2020. 


JWT: How was your experience 
with World Times Institute (WTI)? 
And, how much helpful was JWT 
in your preparation for the PMS 
exam? 

RC: | cannot eliminate the role of 
WTI in my preparation for the PMS 
exam. From data analysis to paper- 
presentation techniques, WTI 
helped me a lot. I would specially 
thank Sir Ahmed Ali Naqvi for 
delivering wonderful lectures. | 
must say he is a gem of WTI. 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is the 
key to getting through the 
compulsory papers of the PMS 
exam, especially that of General 
Knowledge? 

RC: There is no shortcut to success 
in the GK paper in the PMS exam. 
For this subject, one has to put 
extra effort. It is because all other 
subjects contain some grey area 
that can be manipulated somehow, 
but GK is binary in nature, The only 
way to handle this subject is an in- 
depth study of almost all optional 
and compulsory subjects. 
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JWT: How did you structu 
Essay? 

RC: The Essay Paper is very 
subjective in nature, At first, 1 
simply put my stance before the 
examiner in the form of an 
impressive thesis statement, Then, 
I provided a to-the-point and self- 
explanatory outline so that if the 
examiner only reads the outline, 
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JWT: Who deserves the credit for your success? 

RC: My parents, who provided me every opportunity to 
reach my destination. Being their eldest son, they didn't 
interrupt me at all to take care of the rest of the family; 


they gave me space to grow. And, for that, I will continue 
d. I say my parents are the best in 


paper. 
lastly, the element of paper presentation cannot be 
data in all papers. 
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1. United States 
Capital: Washington, DC 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $80,030 

Area: 9,833,517 Sq. km 

The United States, a global power 
house, continues to lead in various 
sectors such as technology, finance, 
and entertainment. The Biden adminis- 
tration is focusing on infrastructure 
development and climate change 
initiatives, and the US is also home to several leading tech companies, 
contributing to its strong position in the global economy. 


2. China 
Capital: Beijing 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $13,720 

Area: 9,596,960 Sq. km 

China ranks second among the top 10 
powerful countries in the world in 
2023. China's Belt and Road Initiative is 
growing in scope, with more and more 
countries joining in on the project, This 
initiative aims to boost economic 
development and trade by connecting Asia with Africa and Europe via land 
and maritime networks. China is also making significant technological s. 
strides, particularly in artificial intelligence and 5G, positioning itself as a 
global tech leader, 


3. Russia 
ipital: Moscow 
DP per Capita, PPP: $14,400 
i: 17,098,242 Sq. km 
Russia plays a significant role in global 
eopolitics, leveraging its vast natural 
s and military capabilities. The 
also focuses on its space 
‘ram, with plans to launch several 
ions in the coming years, namely 
the Venera-D Venus lander, These missions aim to explore the moon and 
other celestial bodies, contributing to our understanding of the universe. 
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4.Germany 

Capital Berlin 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $51,380 

Area: 357,022 Sq. km 

Germany is leading the way in the 
European Union's green energy 
initiatives. The country focuses on 
transitioning to renewable energy 
sources and reducing carbon emis 
-— Germany also focuses on digital 
ranslormation in various sector 

aiming to improve A tp ud. ncduding  --——À MEL 
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5.United Kingdom 
Capital: London 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $49,675 m 
Area: 244,061058q. km 

The UK focuses on post-Brexit yg 
deals and negotiations, timing e. 
establish new economic partners 4 i 
The country is also making strid 

the tech industry, with London be 4 
central hub for Startups, The, 
startups work on innovative Solution, | Vi 
UK's economic growth, f 


‘ 


o cm 
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6. South Korea | 
Capital: Seoul 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $46,370 

Area: 99,720 Sq. km 

South Korea continues to be a global 
leader in technology and innovation 
The country is home to several leading 
tech companies, contributing to its 
strong position in the global economy. 
In addition to reducing carbon 
emissions, South Korea is also adopting 


| promote green energy initiatives. 


`i 
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7.France 

Capital: Paris 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $44,410 

Area: 643,801 Sq. km 

France is focusing on its digital 
transformation and green energy 
initiatives, The country is working on 
modernising its industries and 
transitioning to renewable energ) 
sources, France also plays a significant 
role in the European Union's policies and | 
bloc's economic and political stability. | 


8. Japan 
Capital: Tokyo 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $42,940 
Area: 377,915 Sq. km 
Japan is preparing for th 
World Cup, which is expectec 
the country's economy, The govern 
ment is also focusing on its technology 

and robotics industries, aiming fr 
maintain its position ds d global eal 
leader, Japan's robotics industry & DW ( 


advanced technologies. 


e 2023 Rugby 
| to boost 


or CSS PMS FPSC 


S P 
ZIEN 


fields, contributing to the 
« fields, 


| 
p 


aot 


(/ 
ur 


rankings, Part of the 


"Best Countries" Study, 


about their thoughts o polled 17,000 people 
n 87 
xmewàble energy sources to country's influence based die The ranking assesses a 
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Powerful countries Stack up: 


9.SaudiArabia 
Capital: Riyadh 
GDP per € apita, PPP: $59,065 
Area: 2,217,949 ir VJJ ‘ 
Saudi Arabia is the world's largest oil ENIN 
supplier, accounting for an estimated - : 
quarter of global oil supplies, US News 
noted. It added that the country is an —!|”|| L 
OPEC founding member and a member of ; 
the World Trade Organization, as well as 
other international bodies. 
Every year, millions of faithful Muslims from 
age to Makkah, which is believe 
and the cradle of Islam. 

Saudi Arabia moved up two spots compared to last year, when it ranked 11th, with 
' particular attention paid to its economic and political influence, 


| "lations " EM x all over the world make the pil 


rim 
d to be the birthplace of Prophet Muh 


ammad (43) 


10.United Arab Emirates 

Capital: Abu Dhabi 

GDP per Capita, PPP: $66,766 

Area: 83,600 Sq. km 

The UAE is focusing on its space 

program, with plans to send a mission 

to the moon. This mission aims to 

explore the lunar surface and contrib- 
"1 ute to our understanding of the moon, 
The UAE is also a significant player in 
the global oil industry, contributing to its strong position in the glob 
economy, 
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J EXCLUSIVE Conducted by: Osama Rizvi 
“INTERVIEW | 


H.E. Yerzhan Kistafin, the Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
u zm Ambassador of Kazakhstan to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Is 4 
| za r graduate of the Karaganda State University in International Law and 
| | p holds a master's degree in International Relations from the European 
Um ci Institute for International Strategic Studies (Brussels). He began his 

j career in 1999 as a bailiff of the Department of Justice Nur Sultana, 
du | jl 7 then continued to work in the Department of Legal Service of the 
B8! i | r - Ministry of Finance of Kazakhstan. He began his diplomatic career in 


2001 as an attaché of the International Legal Department of the 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan. He was 


i : zi 

Y [x] K~- 
f f | | lí fi n appointed ambassador to Pakistan in 2021 
UN uw Oy | 
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Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of 
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JWT: Excellency, our countries and cities long before 
their existence as of today were connected through the 
ancient Silk Road. Recently, there has been talk of 
making Shymkent and Taras in Kazakhstan sister cities, 
respectively, of Faisalabad and Multan in Pakistan. 
What are your thoughts on that? Do you see any 
potential? 
Yerzhan Kistafin (YK): Within the framework of our 
bilateral agenda, we are focused not only on developing 
cooperation between our two governments, but also on 
doing the same at the regional and local level. In fact, we 
are trying to develop sister-city cooperation between our 
cultural capitals, namely Lahore and Turkistan and 
enhance interaction between our financial hubs, i.e. 
Karachi and Almaty. We are also planning to boost 
contacts between our textile centers, Faisalabad and 
Shymkent. We are also working to develop cooperation 
between Pakistan's Multan and the ancient Kazakh city of 
Taras. We also want to boost linkages between museums 
in Lahore and Turkistan. I believe these steps can help us 
boost cooperation at the level of our regions, between our 
business communities and academia. 
It will help us explore new ideas of cooperation in 
different areas. And finally, it will add an impetus to the 
strengthening of the ties between our two peoples. 


JWT: How do you see the rise of China in the eastern 
hemisphere? Is it a threat, a competitor or a friend? Do 
you think that Central Asia in general and Kazakhstan 
in particular can benefit from CPEC and BRI? 

YK: Insofar as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is 
concerned, 1 must mention here that it was 
announced by the Chinese president Xi Jinping 
during his visit to Astana - a city in my country 
ten years ago while delivering a lecture at the 
Nazarbayev University, During this seminal 
President Xi shared his idea to 
launch this mega project. And, I must say 
that this announcement was made 
on purpose, 


lecture, 


In fact, Kazakhstan, our land for 
centuries, has long served as a 
bridge, connecting the East and 
the West. Our geographical 
location places us at the 
crossroads of mighty civilizations. 
And, today, Kazakhstan is an 
integral part of BRI, About 70% of 
Chinese exports to European 
countries go through these routes: 
the delivery time has been cut 


down to two weeks as compared to 


40-50 days by sea, So Kaza 
LI » t 
p^ already a part of this oo 


your question about ties 
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with China, I must say that we do not consider China our 
competitor; rather we believe that regional cooperation is 
the backbone of efforts to build constructive, friendly and 
mutually beneficial relations with our immediate 
neighbours. Today, the relationship between Kazakhstan 
and China is very cordial and China understands the role 
of Kazakhstan in terms of developing its infrastructure, 
And the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is an 
integral part of BRI. 

we believe that with the support of our Chinese partners, 
taking into account their great experience and expertise, 

we can elevate cooperation in the region to new heights, 


JWT: Khorgos dry port in your country is poised to be 
the biggest in the world. How do you see the future of 
this facility? Also, in terms of transit trade with Europe, 
there are multiple issues like different gauges of 
railway lines, How do you intend to resolve such issues? 
YK: Our president, Kassym-Jomart Tokayey, has, in fact, 
reiterated several times that we need to develop our 
transit and export potential, And in his recent State of the 
Nation address, he mentioned that we must focus on 
developing two international transport corridors. The 
first ig the Trans-Caspian International Corridor which 
connects China with European countries, We are making 
all-out efforts to boost its capacity to handle an increased 
volume of freight that could be delivered to European 
countries via this corridor, and vice versa, 

The second corridor is the North-South corridor through 
which we are planning to develop connectivity with South 
Asia, and the raison d'être for it is that Kazakhstan is 
the biggest country in the landlocked region of 


ARRAS, Material For 


Central Asia 


we are trying to transform our landlocked 
country into a land-linked country through developing 
connectivity with countries like Pakistan and Iran. 

By developing this connectivity, we can have access to the 
warm waters here - extremely important for us for doing 
trade with the foreign world. And this is, in fact, one of the 
top priorities for us when it comes to our agenda with 
Pakistan. We are focused very much on developing 
connectivity between our countries, and it will be 
beneficial not only for us but also for the entire region, i.e. 
Central Asia, South Asia and Eurasia, as well as Africa and 
Southeast Asia, 


JWT: Do you see a Eurasian integration redux? 
YK: Recently, the fifth consultative meeting of the 
leaders of the five Central Asian countries - Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan - 
was held in Dushanbe (the capital of Tajikistan) where the 
"resident of Azerbaijan was invited as the guest of honor. 
ine of the main outcomes of this historic meet was the 
‘ning of an agreement on developing land routes. And 
;, I think, provides great evidence of what we are trying 
develop in our region: connectivity. We can boost our 
le and develop people-to-people ties and so forth. In 
ear future, Insha Allah, we will be witnessing a great 
forward in terms of developing regional cooperation 
Il central Asian leaders are willing to foster good 
ons with their neighbours. I believe that Central Asia 

very promising future. 


Kashagan field — an offshore oil field in 
khstan's zone of the Caspian Sea — is a mega 
"ject. But, unfortunately, it has not yielded any 
tangible results so far. How do you see its future? 
YK: Our president has repeatedly stressed the need to 
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A . , us 
leadership, we are planning to 
develop technologies to achieve 
this zero-emission goal. And from 
. the very beginning, Kazakhstan was 
in favour of COP [Conference of 
Parties] agenda. We do understand 
that to develop our energy sector, 
we should also take care of our 
environment. This is why we are 
trying to keep the right balance. On 
the one hand, we want to boost our 
energy sector while we do not want 
to harm our environment on the 
other, because we do understand 
that ecological issues can 
negatively impact our citizens. The 
Kazakh government will be focused 
not only on developing energy sector but also on 
developing the so-called green solutions. 


JWT: Kazakhstan has a huge potential for solar energy. 
What steps are your country's authorities taking to tap 
it? Are there any plans or initiatives to collaborate with 
Pakistan in this area? 

YK: This is another very important area our government 
is focused on. We are developing renewable sources of 
energy; not only solar but also the wind. We are building 
wind turbines and installing solar panels. The idea, 
basically, is to increase the share of renewables in our 
energy mix. Moreover, I think this is another area that 
could be of mutual interest for Kazakhstan and Pakistan; 
we can share our experiences and learn from each other to 
explore this very important domain. 


JWT: Despite being landlocked, Kazakhstan has 

become an important transit trade country. Now, with 

rising temperatures, the North-West Passage which 

would be previously open during summers only, can be 

available year-round. There is another route called the 
Northern Sea Route. Both these are the shortest sea 

routes between Europe and Asia. Do you see any 
threats to your role as an important transit country? 

YK: | don't think so. I do believe that many countries have 
finally recognized the fact that diversification is the main 
principle that we should implement and we should also 
develop land routes, besides sea routes. And since sea 
routes are not always safe and available; therefore, the 
BRI by our Chinese colleagues is a way to ensure that we 
have access to warm waters. Apart from this, they are also 
developing land routes. It shows that they do understand 
the need to diversify routes and have as many options as 
they can in terms of bringing their goods to the markets. I 
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believe other countries should also implement the same 
approach, 


JWT: Given the history of cooperation and 
coordination between Russia and Kazakhstan, do you 
think there can be any challenges to this relationship, 
in the current geopolitical circumstances? 

vK: Our president as well as Central Asian leaders 
recently went to Berlin to hold Germany-Central Asia 
Summit, During meetings, our president was asked about 
relations with Russia. And he said that our country has à 
strategic partnership with Russia. He added that both 
countries are allies and also the founding members of the 
Eurasian Economic Union. And I always give one example. 
Kazakhstan and Russia share the 
second-longest land border in 
the world - 7600 kilometers - the 
length of which is more than the 
distance between London and 
New York. So, from the very 
beginning, our country was in 
favour of developing a multi- 
vector foreign policy. We have 
developed friendly relations with 
all the countries in the world - 
and nowadays, Alhamdulillah, 
Kazakhstan does not have 
conflict with any country in the 
world, including Russia. 
However, despite having good 
bilateral relations, we do not 
support its conflict with Ukraine. 
Kazakhstan was clear from day 
one; we are not going to support 
this invasion, We always 
advocate for a peaceful 
diplomatic solution through 
dialogue which is the only way 
towards a peaceful coexistence. 
Al] wars always end up in 
negotiations. So, we were trying 
to convince our partners to sit at the table to discuss and 
find a compromise. 

We are, thus, giving the message that we believe in 
developing good, friendly relations with all other 
countries. 


JWT: With the establishment of the Joint Business 
Council and the anticipated Transit and Trade 
Agreement (TTA), what specific sectors or industries 
does Kazakhstan see as high-potential areas for trade 
and investment with Pakistan, and how can both 
countries address any existing barriers to maximize 
these opportunities? 

YK: When it comes to our bilateral relations, in my 
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opinion, we have to address two main issues. The first one 
is a lack of connectivity, Encouragingly, we are on the 
right track as we launched, on the 8th of July, direct 
flights from Lahore to Almaty. We are exploring other 
ways to enhance connectivity between Kazakhstan and 
Pakistan, e.g. the Korakoram Highway, the transit, Afghan 
routes, the Trans Casplan routes, and so forth, 

In fact, three years ago, our governments decided to 
establish three joint working groups. One of them jg 
dedicated to transport and regional connectivity. And we 
n November, Insha Allah, the Kazakhstan's 
r for Transport will be visiting Pakistan. He will gg 
d Karachi to see the infrastructure at the 


expect that | 
Ministe 
to Gwadar an 
country's seaports. 


The second issue we need to 
address is a lack of information, 
And I must say that lack of 
information and that of 
connectivity are closely 
interrelated. People know about 
each other just because we are 
not connected. To bridge this 
gap, we are working to organize 
visits of Kazakh and Pakistani 
people to each other's countries, 
Recently, one of the greatest 
historians from Kazakhstan 
visited Pakistan and held 
meetings at the Quaid-e-Azam 
University, Islamabad, the 
University of the Punjab, the 
Beaconhouse University, 
other seats of higher lea | 
Hopefully, this will lead t 
launching of joint research ¢ 
our common history and culti 
Another very important pre 
area is the media sector. 
should develop collaborat 
and competition between í 
media communities. It 
lot in terms of trying to deliver the message of 
and good relations to millions of people 
collaboration between our media communities. 


JWT: What are your fave places in Pakistan? 
YK: Certainly, Lahore, and, of course, Gilgit- 


JWT: Which Pakistani foods do you relish the 
YK: Even when it comes to food we "P 
commonalities; for example, samosa, kebab, n? 
on. We have the same tea traditions. We € 

milk, My personal selection would be, of cot 
biryani, pulao and samosa. W 


With 


ABDUL 
BASIT 


Assistant in S&GAD 
(Balochistan) 


Confabulating 
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“By regularly consulting JWT magazine, | obtain mi 
research-based insights necessary to ace the exam. 


rid Times (JWT): Please tell us about your 


educational background. 
Abdul Basit (AB): 1 did my Matriculation and Intermediate 
from Chand Bagh School, Muridke, through BISE, Lahore. 
Since my true passion was to delve deeper into the political 
scenario of the world, 1 graduated with a BA (Hons) in 
Political Science from GCU, Lahore. 

i lon id i jare for the Assistant 


ke vou top 


did it take y rej 

Sé (Balochistan) exam? 
I have been slightly in touch with preparations during 
my years in university. After completing my degree, it took 
me one year to get my first appointment as Assistant (B- 16) 


in S&GAD. 


i > ur principal sources? 
My primary sources to prepare for this exam were: 
Jahangir's World Times magazine 


. 

L Dawn 

. Notes given by WTI teachers 
. Quarterly Politikon 


hangir's Vori imes 


Jjarnarnp5i 


WT magazine, I obtain many 
research-based insights necessary to ace the exam. It is an 
important source to regularly remain in touch with current 
affairs that constitutes the basis of this exam. 


By regularly consulting J 


è n P 
ite; 


[| S IOSU 
My experience at the World Times Institute was indeed a 
rewarding one. | found the fac ulty as well as the 
Iministration very cooperative and supportive. Mr Khalil, 
harge of our class, was a real source of inspiration. I 
arned humbleness from the personality of Sir Ali Naqvi, 
ur esteemed teacher for current affairs, 


I 


rine 


In my opinion, new aspirants must work on their 
language first as it is the only medium of communication 
between them and the examiner. They should better 
comprehend books, newspapers and other sources. Then, 
they must join an academy like WTI to gain command on 
subjects to secure high marks. 


Ji: New aspirants should remain committed to hard work 
and must show great dedication. They must focus more on 
Current Affairs as this subject helps a candidate in à 
number of other subjects, such as Islamic Studies, Essay 


Join PER BD. GAES RR Aines whether a 


JWT Edit. Board 


student is to be selected or not. 
JWT: What is, in your opinion, 
sound preparation? 

AB: An ideal timetable varies from person to person. | 
recommend aspirants to practice writing and reading for 2- 
3 hours a day. Doing so will increase not only their 
knowledge but also their stamina to perform well in actual 
exam. 

JWT: How did you handle 


before the panel? 
AB: Since I have been the first candidate to be called in for 


the interview, | had to withstand the energy of the panel asit 
is always high at the start of the interview process. For me, 
calmness, balanced approach and quality of analysis were 
the main cards to play. As my whole interview was opinion- 
based, I tried to manage the googlies of the panel through 
proper analysis and confidence. 

JWT: Please share some questions the panellists asked 
during the interview. 

AB: First of all, they asked me to introduce myself. Some of 
the questions the worthy panellists asked were: 

. Give the names of prime ministers from Balochistan. 
Name the two seaports each in Sindh and Balochistan’ 
One what basis was the first Constituent Assembly 
created? 

, Whether the members of the first Constitu 
were elected or nominated? If nominate 
nominated them? 

Questions regarding the economy of P 
Questions related to my degree. 

Job description 

Explain in detail the Ghazwa -e-Khandaq 
journey of Miraj Sharif 1 
How many members were there in the first 
assembly of Balochistan. 

What could be the new direction of the s 
unipolar, bipolar or multipolar? (They allowé 
on it for 13 minutes.) 
Overall, the interview laste 

JWT: On the basis of your experi« : 

you give to the prospective aspirants? " mitment 

AB: Passing the one-paper exam requires dedication p 

unending investment of hard work an t will elp? 
above all, patience. These are the keys tha 
crack the exams. 

To achieve one's iat one must develo 
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shows, 


1923, originally under 


the International Criminal Police 


Commission (ICPC), 


renamed the International Criminal 


Police Organization 
more than 60 years 


Germany, France, China and Spain were 


just some of the 
group's 20 founding 
members, which has 
now expanded to an 
impressive 195 
countries, The 
Federal States of 
Micronesia became 
the latest member to 
join, as recently as 
November 2021. 

Perhaps one of the 
facets that INTERPOL 
is most well known 
for is its "Red Notice". 
This is a call issued by 
INTERPOL at the 
request of a member 
country for law 
enforcement 
worldwide to find and 
arrest a fugitive who 
is wanted for serious 
crimes such as 
murder, rape and 
fraud, with à view to 
their extradition, In 
1947, the first-ever 
‘hed Notice’ was 
issued by the then 
ICPC, when an 
international alert 
issued for a 
Russian man who had 
killed a police officer. 
\ccording to 
INTER PP Ga 
thousands of Red 
Notices are issued per 
year and sent to all 
member countries 
electronically via 
secure police 
channels, There are 
several other color- 
coded notices too, 
including. yellow, 
blue, black, green and 
purple, which serve 
different functions, 


Was 
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Foundation Day. As the chart 
the international police 
network was founded in September 
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from seeking help in locating missing 
persons to warning of a serious and 
imminent threat to public safety. 
Red Notices have come under fire 
in recent years, however, for their 
vulnerability to exploitation by 
totalitarian and authoritarian 
regimes, 
INTERPOL works across a number 
of key areas, from firearms 
trafficking to drug trafficking. For 
example, the latter goes by the name of 
Operation Lionfish, 
which kicked off in 
2013, and is an 
international anti 
drugs collaboration, 
which saw 30 tonnes 
of cocaine, heroin and 
marijuana seized that 
year. Other 
operations include 
Operation Pangea, 
which targets the 
online sale of 
counterfeit and illicit 
medicines, Operation 
INFRA-RED, focused 


INTERPOL 
100th 


its 
the name of 
only to be 


or INTERPOL 
later, in. 1989. 


INTERPOL 


100 Years of 


Timeline of INTERPOL's major milestones and 
historical events since its founding in 1923 


INTERPOL 


Founding of ICPC 
INTERPOL, formerly named 


International Criminal Police World War Il era 
Commission (ICPC), established 

in Vienna with 20 members, EXJ- Nazis take over the ICPC. on combating human 

In 1941, the HQ moved to Berlin trafficking and child 

First Red Notice issued iem o ipea Nazi control exploitation and 

Operation Sunbird, 


International alert issued 


for a Russian man wanted for which is centered on 


murdering a police officer. 
HRS ener cdidit environmental 
lo yon, France 
expansion KRA | BEET Where the HQ suh is today. crimes such as illegal 
50 member countries, logging and wildlife 
New additions include: Brazil, 
UK, U.S. Japan, Ireland, India, E- e poc a PT E wie the 
mem countries. ' 
be — pcg oh Congo, network has grown 
na, Hong Kong, Pakistan, 
Saudi AADA, Vietnarh. its capacities in 
tiep Pera, aee 
ullding bom ata. as now 
inve group y Action bene pagen wau expanded to include 
attacks office with machine enam: Interna 
tune and bomb, MMA | GREER criminal Police Organization” 19 different 
One police officer injured. or INTERPOL. ^ 


150 member countries, 


Post 9/11 role 


INTERPOL becomes 
operational 24/7. 


Faclal recognition system 


Operation Lionfish goes live 
30 tonnes of cocaine, heroin System used to verify à emi 
based on analysis of their 


and marijuana with an 
estimated value of 822 million 
U.S. dollars selzed. 


facial features. 


Expansion " 
Micronesia joins I 
as the 195th 


100th anniversary of INT 
Also the first year of the UNGA 
International Day of Police Co 


\-Familla database 
ID-ART app launched 
I-Familia Is a database that uses 
DNA samples to identify missing 
persons. ID-Art is a mobile app 
that gives access to the Stolen 
Works of Art database. 
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What to prefer? 


ave you ever wondered what 
should be the more important 
concern for policymakers: 


Boosting economic growth or 
increasing. employment? In other 
words, would you, for instance, prefer 
a scenario where Pakistan has à fast 
GDP growth rate even if millions of 
Pakistanis fail to get a job or would you 
rather have a scenario where most 
Pakistanis have a well-paying job even 
if the country's GDP growth is not as 
fast? 

The answer to this question varies 
from country to country as it is 
believed that employment provides 
income to poor families, revives 
domestic demand for goods and 
services and stimulates overall 
growth, The Chairman of the US 
Federal Reserve, Jay Powell, has 
repeatedly asserted that the US central 
bank's two main concerns are: 
Maintaining price stability, i.e. 
containing inflation, and achieving full 
employment. On the other hand, in 
many countries, policymakers believe 
that they should prefer spurring 
economic growth to job creation as the 


former will automatically boost 
employment in the country, 
Theoretical framework 

When it comes to studying the 


economy, growth and jobs are two 
primary factors economists must 
consider. There is a clear relationship 
between the two, and many 
economists have framed the 
discussion by trying to study the 
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relationship between economic 
growth and unemployment levels. 
Several studies have been carried out 


to explore the relationship between 


employment and economic growth, 
which has been the focus of | 


scholarly attention. in the 
macroeconomic research. Their aim 
was to find out how growth in GDP 
contributes to employment growth. 
Textbooks in economics link growth 
with employment, which sounds 
logical. While the relationship between 
employment and economic growth is 
complex, several theories explain how 
jobs impact economic growth. 

For example, the Keynesian multiplier 
theory - named after British economist 
John Maynard Keynes - says that as à 
government spends money to alleviate 
unemployment, incomes would rise, 
leading to consumption and then 
investment, which, through the 
multiplier effect, would raise 
economic growth. Higher growth, 
thus, goes along with high 
employment. 

As an extension, the Phillips Curve 
ae, that as employment rose 
that im vello theory argued 

b e V: » Sen 

S LIE ung called the ‘natural rate 
i el p'oyment exists and cannot 
Je escaped in the lon 

| ? g run. As central 
banks expand money s 

ug *y supply to spur 

growth, it will lead to inflati 

EE nflation while 
E Will increase m; 

would increase in arginally. Wages 
Mew se In response, with j 
cuts and unemploy ! 1 job 
Ployment to follow, 
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The Rational Expectations Sc 
made famous by Robert Lucas and 
Thomas Sargent, had a different take, 
which said that policies cannot spur 
growth or employment. If information 
was symmetric and accessible to aj 
agents, then everyone would respond 
rationally based on that data, Hence 
action would be predictable and there 
would be no real impact, As i 
corollary, the only way authorities 
could make an impact is to throw i 
surprises. But it would be temporary 
so unemployment would be in 
equilibrium most of the time and 
would be similar to the 'natural rate’ 


Growth creates jobs | 
Economic growth refers to an increast 


in the size of a country's economy ov! 
a period of time. The size of a 
economy is typically measured by ll 
total production of goods and » 
in the economy, which is C ed 
gross domestic product (GDP). ao! 
For the majority of countries ^, y 
the world, taking account of re, 
an important part of under oe 
short-run changes in unemp p 
In such countries, when x" 
up, employment goes cou 
unemployment falls; in ohe emt 
the response is, however q m^ 
A pickup in growth ~ side dt 
stimulus to the demand pa^ 
economy, for instance cf 
government spending on 
— will result in more 


Preferring job creation ment 
t 


p 


It's no secret tha 


^a 


‘component of economic growth, When 
people have jobs, they have money to 
spend on goods and services, which 
helps businesses grow and create 
more jobs. Countries with low 
"unemployment rates will always be 
more economically viable than those 
with high unemployment rates, So, the 
creation of more decent jobs should be 
central to economic policies, The 
prevailing assumption that GDP 
growth alone will generate more 
decent work is not valid. And it 
obstructs the creation of a society in 
which labour serves and dignifies both 
the individuals and the collective. 
Labour is more than a mere input for 
economic growth. 

The creation of work - good, decent 
rk - should be central to any general 
y, be it national macroeconomic 
financial policies in rich countries, 
national policies or development 
cies. Currently, the main focus 
cerning employment policies is on 
employability, or the individual job- 
Seeker's adaptation to the work 
supply, while other more overarching 
and adjacent policy areas that could 
create more decent jobs are neglected, 
GDP growth has become the sole goal 
that labour should serve, instead of 
Vice versa: the growth of the economy 
serving the well-being of the people 
who contribute to that with their work. 
Implicitly, it is assumed that it is the 
mistake of the unemployed, of the 
individual, that they don't have work, 
hence the term 'activation' that is often 
Used to describe measures to stimulate 
people. However, there is an equally 
important collective responsibility - 
for state and society - to establish full 
employment opportunities, Because 
Work is essential for humans and their 
Well-being, 

Work can be defined as the daily 
activities of people to create their own 
‘es, to earn sufficient money to not 
survive, but to live their lives 
happily and to fully realize themselves, 
Work is the means to lift oneself out of 
Poverty and to engage oneself with his 
“ronment and society, 

E lherefore, GDP growth is not alone 
; "lI icient as a macroeconomic policy 
, UM. Likewise, monetary stability = as 
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important as Inflation control indeed 
is - should not be the only goal of a 
finance ministry or central bank, 
Employment has to be central to any 
political program and macroeconomic 
and financial policies. And the 
measurement of economic and 
societal progress should take into 
account the number of jobs created, 
the distribution of jobs and 
corresponding income, and whether 
those jobs comprise decent work and 
provide basic security, 


Resolving the conflict 
An analysis of the above two points of 


view brings out that economic growth 
alone does not necessarily translate 
into more and better jobs, especially 
for the poor, vulnerable and those at 


risk of being left behind; it is just a 
prerequisite for increasing productive 
employment as it is the combined 
result of increases in employment and 
labour productivity. Hence, the rate of 
economic growth sets the absolute 
ceiling within which growth in 
employment and growth in labour 
productivity can take place. However, 
the pattern or nature of growth 
matters, too, The impact of economic 
growth on productive employment 
creation depends not only on the rate 
of growth, but also on the efficiency by 
which growth translates in! 
productive jobs, The latter depends 
. a range of factors, such as the 
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composition of growth and the 
capital/labour intensity of growth 
within the individual sectors. There is 
usually a need to increase both the 
number of jobs and the productivity as 
well as incomes from employment. 
What to prefer? 

The choice between GDP growth and 
employment often depends on the 
specific economic and social context 
of a country, Here are some 
considerations: 

Short-term vs. Long-term: In the 
short term, policymakers may 
prioritize employment to address 
immediate job losses or economic 
crises, In the long term, sustainable 
GDP growth is essential for generating 
lasting employment opportunities. 
Trade-offs: There can be trade-offs 
between these goals. Policies that 
boost GDP growth, such as automation 
and technological advancements, may 
reduce certain types of jobs. 
Conversely, policies that prioritize 
employment may not always 
contribute to high GDP growth. 
Inclusivity: Policymakers may also 
focus on the quality of jobs created, 
aiming for jobs that provide decent 
wages, benefits and job security. This 
ensures that employment benefits à 
broader segment of the population. 
Policy tools: The choice between GDP 
growth and employment can also 
depend on the available policy tools. 
Fiscal and monetary policies can be 
used to stimulate economic growth or 
boost employment, depending on the 
circumstances, 

Conclusion 

Ultimately, the ideal approach 
involves a balanced str 
considers both GDP g 
employment. Policyn 
to adjust 
changing 


Ayesha Hafeez 


t the dawn of the 

twenty-first century, 
new and rapidly 
improving technologies are in 
the process of transforming 
higher education. There has 
been a considerable increase 
in the use of technology- 
dependent resources in 
college classrooms such as e 
mail, the Internet, course web 
pages and computer 
simulations. No longer is a 
higher education institution 
necessarily a physical place 
with classrooms and residence 
halls where students come to 
pursue an advanced 
education, 
In the present, 
evolving 


rapidly 
digital era, 
technology has become an 
essential and inseparable 
aspect of our higher education 
institutions, From classrooms 
to administrative tasks, 
technology has revolutionized 
the way higher education 
institutions operate, making 
them more efficient, accessible and 
effective. 

Let's explore how technology is 
helping the higher education sector 
in its day-to-day operations. 
Enhanced communication and 
collaboration 

Technology has transformed the way 
students, faculty and administrators 
communicate and collaborate, With 
the advent of email, instant 
messaging and online forums, 
students can easily connect with 
their peers and professors, enabling 
them to discuss assignments and 
share resources conveniently. This 
enhanced communication fosters a 
more collaborative and interactive 
learning environment, 
Administrators also benefit from 
technology-enabled communication 
tools. They can efficiently share 
important announcements, 
deadlines and other information 
with faculty and students, Moreover, 
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virtual meeting platforms enable 
administrators to conduct meetings 


Technology has the potential 
to revolutionize the traditional 
teaching and learning process. 
It can eliminate the barriers to 
education imposed by space 
and time and dramatically 
expand access to lifelong 
learning. Colleges and 
universities have generally 
been quick to adopt new 
technologies, often even 
before their educational value 
has been proven, However, In 
the post-Covid world, we have 
done amazingly well at finding 
new ways of transmitting 
knowledge In a way that allows 
students to participate actively 
and engage through a variety 
of new technologies. 
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and collaborate with colleagues 
across different locations, saving 
time and money. 

Access to vast knowledge 
resources 

Gone are the days when libraries 
were the sole resource for informa- 
tion. The Internet has opened up ä 
whole new world of knowledge, 
making it accessible to students and 
educators alike. Through online 
databases, digital libraries and eë- 
books, students can access à 
range of academic resources from 
anywhere at any time. This exp 
access to information enriches 
learning experience and empowers 
students to explore subjects beyond 
the confines of traditiona 
textbooks. 

Online education and blended 
learning 

Technology has greatly int 
the delivery of education. pons 
education platforms and le 
management systems have M 
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ossible for higher education 
institutions to offer courses. and 
degree programs remotely, This 
flexibility has opened up educational 
opportunities for students who may 
be unable to attend physical classes 
due to work, family commitments or 
geographical constraints, Blended 
learning, which combines online and 
in-person. instruction, has also 
gained popularity, providing 
students with à more personalized 
and flexible learning experience. 
Mirtual campuses 

The rapid advance of globalization, 
which is lowering international 
barriers and transforming the 
business world, is also expanding 
the potential reach of colleges and 
universities. With sophisticated 
communication technologies, 
institutions of higher education are 
no longer limited to student markets 
or educational resources in their 
geographic regions. Likewise, the 
growing need for lifelong learning 
opportunities to keep pace with 
social, economic and technological 
changes fuels demand for accessible 
alternatives to traditional real-time, 
campus-based instruction, In 
addition, competition among higher 
education institutions contributes to 
technology's advancement within 
colleges and universities. Not 
wishing to be outpaced by competi- 
tors, many institutions are active 
participants in a technology "arms 
race" that requires the rapid 
adoption of new technological 
innovations as soon as they become 
available. The alternative is to 
fall behind competitors that are 
allempting to recruit the same 
students, faculty and donors. 
Streamlined administrative 
processes 

Administrative tasks, such as 
Course registration, fee 
payment and record-keeping, 
have traditionally been time- 
consuming and labour- 
intensive, However, technology 
has transformed these 


Nurturing tech talent 


from an early age 
The tech industry is one of the 
fastest-growing and most in- 
domand sectors in the world. With 
the ever-increasing demand for tech 
talent, itis more important thàn ever 
to start honing tech skills from an 
early age. Not only will this give 
children and adolescents a head 
start on their career, but will also 
open up the door to global remote 
opportunities. 
In order to nurture the talent of future 
generations, educating and 
nurturing them right from the 
beginning is critical. Here are some 
steps we can take to ensure global 
opportunities for future tech workers: 
Start coding early 
There are many resources available 
to help kids learn to code. Coding is 
a fundamental skill in the tech 
industry, and it is a great way to start 
developing their problem-solving 
and critical thinking Skills. 
Get involved in STEM activities 
There are many STEM activities 
available for kids, such as robotics, 
engineering, and computer science. 
Teaching children logical arithmetic 
problem solving will help them go far 
beyond understanding simple 
mathematics. 
Develop your soft skills 
In addition to technical skills, it is 
also important to develop skills such 
as communication, teamwork and 
problem-solving. These skills are 
essential for success in the global 
tech industry, and they can be 
developed through extracurricular 
activities, internships, and volunteer 
work. 


making them more 


processes, 


streamlined and efficient, Through 
online portals and student 
information systems, students can 
register for courses, pay fees, access 
grades and manage their academic 
profile with ease. Automated 
systems have also simplified 
administrative tasks for faculty and 
staff, allowing them to focus on 


more strategic initiatives, 
Data analytics and decision- 


making 
Higher education institutions 
generate vast amounts of data 


concerning student performance, 
enrolment trends and resource 
allocation. Technology-driven data 
analytics tools help institutions 
collect, analyze and interpret this 
data, providing insights for 
informed decision-making. By 
identifying patterns and trends, 
institutions can optimize course 
offerings, allocate resources 
effectively and enhance student 
support services, This data-driven 
approach contributes to the overall 
improvement of the higher 
education experience, Data analytics 
has the potential to revolutionize 
higher education by enabling 
evidence-based decision-making 
and fostering a more personalized 
and supportive learning environ- 
ment for students, 

In conclusion, technology has 
revolutionized the higher education 
sector, bringing about significant 
improvements in communication, 
access to knowledge, educational 
delivery, administrative processes, 
and data-driven decision- 
making. As the digital 
landscape continues to 
evolve, higher education 
institutions must embrace 
technological advancements 
to stay ahead and provide 
students with the best 
possible educational 


experience. gg 


The writer is serving in the 
Punjab Education 
Department. 
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hen one looks at the factors that 


made some countries the 

leading economies of the 
world, one thing that is very 
conspicuous is that all of them 
have robust innovation 
ecosystems that are 
propelling their respective 
societies to the pinnacles 
of progress and develop- 
ment. Innovation can 
lead to sustainable 
economic growth, which 
can help countries 
achieve higher levels of 
performance and well- 
being for their citizens. 
Innovation capability also 
means having the ability to 
exploit new technologies. This 
includes the abilities of countries 
to facilitate innovation activities and 
the output of these activities, 
Although technology and innovation 
are powerful drivers of economic 
growth and R&D investments are 
critical in supporting innovation, it is a 
regrettable fact that Pakistan has, 
historically, not been able to make 
significant investments in innovation 
in the form of R&D, education and solid 
infrastructure and institution- 
supporting innovative 


hy 


activities. 
However, it is quite encouraging that, in 
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Pakistan's startups and technology 

sector witnessed unprecedenteg 
growth during the Covid- 19 
pandemic. The year 2021 Was 
a record-breaking time, With 
technology startups raising 
$350 million, while over 

$322 million was raised in 

the first. 8-9 months of 
2022,Pakistan's informa- 
tion technology (IT) 
Services sector has 
emerged as the largest net 
services exporter in the 
country, with IT exports more 

than doubling from $1.19 billion 
in fiscal year (FY) 2019 to $2.62 

billion in FY 2022. Another key 
component of the country's technology 
sector is freelance work, where 
individuals provide technology services 
to global clients through platforms such 
as Upwork and Fiverr. This talent pool 
has experienced a tremendous increase 
in earnings during the pandemic, While 
exact data for cumulative freelance 
earnings is not available, Pakistan is 
ranked as one of the largest freelance 
markets in the world. However, there is 


still a long way to go. The government has 
set à target of earning over $3 billion from 


this sector by 2024, 
Why does Pakistan rank low? 
It is definitely not the case that Pakistanis lack the ability. 
Perhaps the skills are not harnessed in the right direction. 
Additionally, the high rates of brain drain have limited 


way, A look at the Global Innovation Index (GII) 2023, 
which is published by the World Intellectual. Property 
Organization (WIPO), proves this fact. Although the GII has 


recent years, things have started changing in a positive | 


ranked Pakistan 88th among 132 countries - way behind 


)43$ ict: lèr ili 
India which was ranked at 40th position - the country js | Pakistan's ability to innovate 


among those "risen the most in 
rank (in order of rank 
progression)’ and is among the 
middle- and low-income 
countries that have progressed 
the most - by more than 20 
ranks - within the last decade. 
This year, Pakistan maintained 
its over- performer Status, 

At its core, the GI 2023 reveals 
who is leading in global 
innovation, ranking the 
innovation performance of 132 
economies and highlighting 
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Recently, during a meetin 
chancellors of 
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; considering the already low 
levels of human capital. 
Another principal reason for 
the lack of innovation i 
Pakistan is the need for more 
R&D activities, Many startups 
in Pakistan need more 
resources and facilities © 
conduct R&D activities, which 
can be critical for developink 
new products and services an 
staying ahead of the compel” 
tion, 

A lack of security 
opportunities, along with 10" 
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education as well as in 235.8 1,512.5 


the early childhood 
development of future 


Region 


workers. 
ina: 11 Institutional environment 28.1 105 51 Knowledge workers 19.0 [101] 
China: A model worth M tonal stability for businesses” 306 117 5.1.1 Knowledge-intensive employment, % 114 102 
emulating 1.1.2 Government effectiveness" 256 93 512 Pen te sag La pa » 
China's gross |!2 Regulatory environment 420 116 6.1.3 peona oig ene 
1.2.1 Regulatory quality" 204 113 5.14 GERD financed by business, 
domestic product |122 Rueoflaw* 211 104 5.1.5 Females employed wiadvanced degrees, € — . P * , 
é 27.2 109 5.2 Innovation linkages 
increased from | Z2 T re 
LG gos : 13 Business environment 311 98 pue sab gs eeu en a od ws 
$360.86 billion in | 4.34 Policies for doing business 53.5 55 823 GEROA i by abroad, % GOP . Ta 
8990 to $1.21 trillion. |*49 =e en 86 80.6 524 Joint venture/strategic alliance deals/bn PPP$ GDP 0.0 50 A 
BR Patent families/bn 00 89 
In 2000 untilitreached | Pree eT seno SET 
$17.96 trillion in 2022. 5.3.1 Intellectual property payments, % total trade 05 74 
"n 21 Education 296 121 53.2 „tech imports, % total trade 162 1454 
The size of the Chinese | 244 expenditure on education, % GDP 21 7-8 533 aaa oy deca 10 B 
economy has grown by 2.1.2 Government funding/pupil, secondary, T qun 171 65 5.3.4 FDI net inflows, % GDP 07 108 
: j 2.1.3 School life expectancy, years 87 110.€ — 53,5 Research talent, % in businesses ma na 
about 49 times since |2.14 PISA scales in reading, maths and science ma nla 
2.1.5 Pupil-teacher ratio, secondary ; 17.0 86 


1990 and about 15 
times since 2000, and 


22 Tertiary educati 54 [119] Ei Knowledge and technology outputs 


2.2.1 Tertiary enrolment, %Jbgross ` 12.2 109 6.1 Knowledge creation 19.2 
2.2.2 Graduates in science and engineering, % na na s 


iti 2 6.1.1 Patents PPP$ GDP 03 89 
itis the second-largest |333 tertiary inbound mobility, % na n/a 612 PCT shader le de ma na 
global economy, after |2.3 Research and development (R&D) 95 62 6.1.3 Utility models by origin/on PPP$ GDP wa na 
the United States 2.3.1 Researchers, FTE/mn pop. 4228 73 6.1.4 Scientific and technical articles/on PPP$ GDP 16.5 45» 
p 2.3.2 Gross expenditure on R&D, % GDP 0.2 95 6.1.5 Citable documents H-index 195 4354 
China's remarkable | 2.3.3 Global corporate RAD investors, top 3, mn USD 00 40-6  &2 Knowledge impact z3 6 
2.3.4 QS university ranking, top 3* 308 42*^ 21 Labor productivity growth, % 09 70 
7 -< le . 
advancement in the 6.2.2 Unicom valuation, % GDP 00 48 t 


technology sector 
contributed to its 


fe invasive pean t 
6.2.4 High-tech manufacturing, % 


3.1 Information and communication technologies (ICTs) 418 107 6.3 Knowledge diffusion 


193 79 

economic growth. A "n CUM pets ie Q 631 Intellectual property receipts, % total rade 00 87 
use" + 6.3.2 Production and export comple; . 

report by Harvard | 3.13 Government's online service* 520 88 633 g-bd eeu KASUA ^e e 

University released in |?'* E-participation* 349 96 6.3.4 ICT services exports, % total trade 44 235 

3.2 General infrastructure 42 132.6 6.3.5 ISO 9001 quality/bn PPP$ GDP 24 83 


2022 noted China's 
technological progress 
in several vital fields, 
such as artificial 
intelligence, electronic 
chips, quantum 
computing, biotech- 
nology, wireless 
information science 
and green energy. 


3.2.1 Electricity output, GWh/mn pop. . 6013 107 
3.2.2 Logistics performance" na na ys : 
3.2.3 Gross capital formation, *& GOP 151 119.6 » Creative outputs 

3.3 Ecological sustainability 13.2 113 71 Intangible assets 

3.3.1 GDP/unit of energy use 10.8 58 741 Intangible asset intensity, top 15, % 
3.3.2 Environmental performance* 97 128 € 712 Trademarks by origin/on PPP$ GD 
3.3.3 ISO 14001 environment/bn PPP$ GDP 07 77 71.3 Global brand value, top 5,00 


41 Credit 
4.11 Finance for startups and scaledps ` i 
4.1.2 Domestic credit to private sector, % GDP 15.0 119 
413 Loans from microfinance institutions, % GOP 


42 Investment 


Many lessons can be |421 Market capitalization, % GOP Wa nia 
T . 4.2 2 Venture capital (VC) investors, deals/bn PPP$ GDP 0.0 85 
learned from this 423 OE ME 00 73 


4.24 VC received, value, % GDP 0.0 
4.3 Trade, diversification and market scale 


rapid technological 
boom in China. 

First, it invested in 
Scientific research. 
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trillion yuan ($418.2 billion) in 2022, up 10.1 percent 
year-on-year, constituting 2.54 percent of its GDP. 
Second, it invested in digital infrastructure, Advanced 
technology needs infrastructure and a digital economy to 
attract investments and progress in technological 
development. 

Third, China changed the structure of its economy. The 
country entered the world of technology and built an 
advanced digital economy, which quickly paved the way for 
it to reach global leadership in advanced technology. From 
2016 to 2022, the scale of China's digital economy 
increased by $4.1 trillion, with a compound annual growth 
rate of 14.2 percent. China's digital economy amounted to 
$7.1 trillion in 2021, ranking second after the United States, 
Fourth, it encouraged startups and pioneered innovation. 
China created an entrepreneurial environment that 
encouraged innovation and inventions, leading to the 
emergence of many startups in advanced technology. 
China ranked second globally with 301 unicorn 
companies, or startups valued at more than $1 
billion in 2021, with 74 new companies added 
from the previous year. 

Fifth, China enhanced economic growth and 
increased GDP through advanced technology. 
China has used advanced technology in 
manufacturing and increased its reliance on e- 
commerce, which has improved economic 
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in the World 
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"World University Rankings 2024' (100 * best) 
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government to place a greater emphasis on women's 
education and incentivize their entry into the science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields, 
One creative way to get around this short-term constraint 
is to accelerate the adoption of 4G internet across the 
country and boost mobile penetration. Reducing the 
taxation. and regulatory burden on technologies, 
including new consumer hardware, can lower barriers for 
broadband internet access. This can allow citizens to 
connect with the rest of the world and take advantage of 
the distributed learning opportunities that are available 
for free on the internet. 

Expanded access can be particularly empowering for young 
girls, many of whom face significant cultural and religious 
barriers when it comes to accessing higher education. 

By empowering society to innovate, Pakistan can grasp 
the opportunity provided by transformational 
innovation to accelerate human and economic 


growth, increased GDP and created new job © Stanford University 


opportunities. 

Sixth, it invested in green energy technology to 
avoid environmental problems such as global 
warming, acid rain and environmental pollution 
to achieve sustainable development and address 
environmental challenges. 

Seventh, China boosted technological security. It 
expanded technology security by developing 
cybersecurity strategies and protecting critical 
and sensitive information. 

Eighth, it established many research laboratories in 
artificial intelligence, information technology, space 
technology and biotechnology. One of these laboratories 
is the Baidu Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, considered 
one of the world's most important and largest artificial 
intelligence laboratories. 

China's unique experience has led to its advanced position 
in several high-tech fields. This will boost economic 
growth and improve living standards, establishing it as a 
global center of technological expertise. 

Wayforward 


try to invest heavily in 
pose students to modern 


development. But to do so, the country must provide its 
youth with the space and freedom to clean up the 
catastrophic mess that it has inherited. 

Conclusion 

We need to foster a culture of innovation if we really want 
to accelerate our growth in the years to come. The 
problem with Pakistan is not a lack of talented individu 

als; it's the environment that the authorities fail t8 
provide for them to create the future. By crea 
future, we mean technology, By creating the fu. 
mean sustainable solutions that can help solve 

issues like the water crisis inherent in our 80 
creating the future, we mean alleviating our má 
poverty by creating employment opport 
When you allow talented individuals 
resources and environment to fulfil t 
*xpect outcomes from this country. ff) 
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n Oct. 07, Admiral Naveed Ashraf took charge às 
or new Chief of Naval Staff in a change of 
command ceremony held in Islamabad. 

In his farewell address, the outgoing chief congratulated 
his successor for assuming command. He said as India 
transitions into Bharat, we will see pronounced 
fundamentalism, extremism and bigotry in our 
neighbourhood. This implies a significant war- 
mongering and expansion-centered agenda that will 
complicate security challenges in the future, adding that 
we must be prepared to respond to the challenges with 
professionalism, preparedness and unwavering self- 
esteem, 

lhe outgoing naval chief expressed confidence in the new 
chief's ability and worth as his successor who, he added, 
would lead the force to new heights. "The admiral hàs à 
distinguished career, studded with notable achievements 
and Lam sure he would prove to be an able and worthy 


willing," he said, 
Amjad Khan Niazi said Pakistan Navy stands as a stro 
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and vital arm of the country's armed forces capable of 
protecting our maritime frontiers. He said Pakistan 


| believes in collaboration when it comes to maritime 


security. 
About Admiral Naveed Ashraf 

e Admiral Naveed Ashraf commenced his naval 
career in 1989, joining the Operations Branch of 
Pakistan Navy. 

e He is a graduate of the National Defense 
University (NDU), Islamabad; the US Naval War 
College, and the UK's Royal College of Defense 
Studies. 

e He was awarded the Quaid-e-Azam Gold Medal 
on successful completion of initial naval training 
in Germany and Pakistan. 

. Throughout his illustrious career, he has held 
various key command and staff positions. 

o His rich command experience of over 
10 years includes: Commanding Officer 
of a Gun Boat, a Mine Hunter, three 
Destroyers and Command of 25th & 
18th Destroyer Squadrons. Besides, he 
remained Commandant of Pakistan 
Naval Academy and has the honour to 
Command Pakistan Navy Fleet. 
o His distinguished staff appointments 
include: Fleet Operations Officer at HQ, 
Commander Pakistan Fleet, Captain 
Training at HQ, Flag Officer Sea 
Training, Chief Staff Officer to Task 
Force-151 at HQ NAVCENT in Bahrain 
Deputy President National Defer 
University, Naval retary 
Chief of Naval Sta 
Gene E! 
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€cess to quality higher education has always been à 
dream of thousands of young Pakistanis looking to 
uild fruitful careers for themselves. It is an 
accepted fact that access to quality education is not a 
privilege; rather it's the cornerstone of progress. Higher 
education is a guarantee of a bright future, as it enables 
individuals to realize their potential and contribute 
meaningfully to society, But despite its merits and the 
immense progress Pakistan has made in the higher 
education sector in the past two decades, quality university 
education remains a distant dream as evidenced by the 
recent rankings issued by Times Higher Education. 
Higher education institutions have long promised to be the 
gateway to expertise in chosen fields, but it's high time we 
asked ourselves a pressing question: Are universities truly 
delivering on their promise, or are they falling short, much 
like our government often does? 
It has now been over twenty years since the creation of the 
Higher Education Commission (HEC), an organization 
which was set to revolutionize the education sector in 
Pakistan. While there have certainly been improvements in 
Several areas, yet our dream of creating the IITs and IIMs of 
Pakistan, and other centres of excellence remains a 
pipedream. Thís is despite the fact that billions of dollars 
have been pumped into the field, the number of 
universities, both public and private has quadrupled, and 
there are now thousands with PhDs in the country (though 
an increasing number of them do not have jobs), 
When the HEC was formed, its leaders wanted to improve 
numbers - of universities, those with PhDs, student 
enrolment in higher education, etc. While this was initially a 
good idea, decades later, the focus is still on numbers, 
Governments gauge their success not by the excellence of 
universities, but by the number of new universities they 
have chartered. The recent bonanza both in Punjab and in 
the federal parliament where several dozen university 
charters were bulldozed through is nothing new, 
Such practices have been done piecemeal throughout the 
last two decades, as substandard colleges were raised to 
university level and dubious private organizations given 
charters. For a try Which does not already spend 
on the dilution of the already scarce 
n this way is simply criminal, and leads to still- 
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Aliya Zane 
not been the benchmark of either the 
university leaders in the country, The 
numbers has meant that the vast Majority 
our country produce papers which no 
research where there is no original and creative 
collaborate with random people only to £O on tur 
waste money. In the social sciences and hum: 
conditions are even worse, as the science and engi 
focused yardstick of the HEC and other pa. 
means that they hardly get any funds to do any rese 
and have to constantly justify their existence, let alor 
any creative work. 

This lack of focus on creating knowledge has led | 
‘departmental store chain' mentality, where as long ass 
basics are ensured, a new institution is set u 
approach not only leads to substandard educatio 1 
students, but dilutes the critical mass of facultyn T 
the further creation of knowledge. "^ 
The result of this twin focus on just numbers and th lack of 
à research culture creating knowledge will be catast 
for our country, While it will continue to stifle | 
development of universities, as most in the public 
would be competing for an ever-smaller share of 
and faculty mass would be so diluted as to m K 
research impossible, the real losers will be our young 
people. With two-thirds of our population under t aeo 
35, and with over a million in higher education, Wi 
simply perpetuating a fraud upon them through | 
System of education. 

We are giving them a useless piece of paper m 
degree, providing them with a false sense of secu 
they are now ‘graduates’, and are setting them up for 
only disappointment but resentment in later life he! 
will suffer the consequences of this substandard educa 
These "half-educateq' people will be bad for thems 
and their country, and will give rise to more social ten 
Strife and uncertainty, Certainly, not educating peek 
higher degree level is preferable to the creation ¢ y 
generation of half-educated people. with 
Proliferation of universities, and an ever 
number of enrolments, time is fast running 0 
Situation, else it will lead to the ruin of all. @ 
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t Nar (b) Supernatural (c) Inadvertent (d) Al-knowing 
1 Nar (b) Revive (c) Rehabilitate (d) Complicata 
3. AMBAE (b) Antagonism (c) Stupidity (d) Arrogance 
j Ns (b) Renunciation (c) Oratory Ww vem 
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print (b) Analyze (c) Authenticate (d) Allaviate 
i "uw (b) Inadequate (c) Defamatory alli 
ý Me (b) Probability (c) Rain M) Preigalan 
SU (b) Counterpart (c) Efficient (d) Businessman 
0 P. ues (p) Profitable (c) Laborious (d) Recreational 


10.  CYNOSURE 


Reluctant 
(b) Cypher (c) Cynic (a) 


1) Antonyms 


11 INNOCUOUS 


(a) Uneonvineing (b) Identical (c) Harmful (d) inevitable 
12 MANT (b) Sadistic (c) Genius (d) — 
n "l.c (b) Idealism (c) Valour (d) — 2 
Me (b) Patemal (c) Futuristic (d) Centritugai 
14, COMMEMORATE (b) Command (c) Counter (d) Narrate 
16. HUMANE Cruel (c) Harmonious Lodo 
17 k^ ao (b) i ss ie) Unresolved (d) Inadvertent 
" COMMUNISM k WC (c) Colonialism Lilia omni 
18, FICTICIOUS h (c) Functional (d) Futuristic 
| 20. "REVERE Dan Roclily (d) Preempt 


Derid (p) Demoralize 
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Q.2. Précis 
Television commercials are becoming 
increasingly unrealistic, presenting 
idealized people in unreal situations. 
The wide gap between fanciful 
depictions and mundane realities 
makes them appear funny and 
repulsive. Advertisers also perpetuate 
unrealistic male-female relationships, 
causing viewers to panic or fear for 
their marriages. These commercials 
are not promoted for the product they 
are aired for, but rather for laughs or 
to keep viewers engaged. The 
advertisers may not know about 
viewers or how they see themselves, 
but they continue to invest millions in 
these commercials. 

Title: The deceptive world of 

advertisement 

Q.3. Comprehension 
l. What can be inferred from the 
passage as the main goal of 
education? 
The main goal of education, as per the 
passage, is to nurture and train the 
human resource of Pakistan so as to 
make the most of this asset for 
national development, 
2. What is the benefit of guiding 
students in the choice of careers? 
One of the greatest benefits of guiding 
students in making career choices is 
that they find it easy to learn the skills 
of their choice and those which suit 
their talent. This helps them in getting 
employed, ergo earning money for 
themselves and their families and 
contributing, thereupon, to the 
national economy. 
3. Is the only direct question in the 
paragraph answered affirmatively or 
negatively? 
By examining industrialized nations' 
policies, which do not promote 
widespread university enrollment, the 
paragraph provides a negative answer 
to the only direct inquiry. It suggests 
that the primary method of fulfilling 
of developing improved 
[ tes is not higher 


thir 


ik to be 
agraph, 
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themselves highly qualified, but have 
no meaningful knowledge,” 

Q.4. Correction 

i. Lam looking forward to seeing you 
on Monday. 

ii. How many students are ready to 
fake the test today? 

iii. I contacted my five colleagues but 
none responded. 

iv. Lam tired and would rather not go 
out this evening, 

v. Our economic situation is worsening 
day by day. 

vi, One can find useful information on 
the internet about eating nutritiously. 
vii. I couldn't find you there yesterday. 
viii. Orphaned in infancy, he was 
brought up by his grandparents. 

Q.5. (a) Punctuation 

i, Courts were open today; however, no 
cases were heard. 

ii. His duty was clear; he had to report 
theft. 

iii, Did he really say, "I can do it again"? 
iv, "Great Expectations" is an 
autobiographical novel. 

v. The item was discussed and 
decided; however, members were, by 
no means, convinced. 

vi. Theatrical performances are 
governed by one simple principle: the 
quality of play depends on the 
quantity of pay. 

vii. Who said these famous words, "I 
regret having just one life to lose for 
my country"? 

viii. Shakespeare's play, Hamlet, is 
popular due to the complex character 
of Hamlet. 

(b) Prepositions 

i. What can be the reason for his 
absence? 

ii. You won't be able to bring him to his 
knees. 
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next week. 

v. We shouldn't give in to such 
pressure tactics. 

vi. Heavy rains are generally preceded 
by violent winds. 

vii. Did you pay the bill in cash? 

viii. agreed to his revised lan. 

Q,6. Pairsof Words 

Industrial: Pakistan's industrial 
output has fallen drastically. 
Industrious: The industrious people 
must earn higher incomes. 

Veracity: The investigators expressed 
doubts concerning the veracity of the 
story. 

Voracity: Her voracity for reading was 
marked by her overflowing 
bookshelves. 

Eligible: Ali is eligible to apply for the 
post of accountant. 

Illegible: Asma's handwriting is 
illegible. 

Dose: The doctor prescríbed a dose of 
aspirin to Arham, 

Doze: The little boy dozed while her 
mother was doing laundry. 

Allude: Amjad alluded to the problem 
but did not mention it 

Elude: The thief eluded the police 
Credible: The police have credible 
information about his presence in 
Karachi. 

Credulous: The gimmick would 
convince none but the most credulous, 
Exhausting: Labourers are doing an 
exhausting job in the hot sun. 
Exhaustive: An exhaustive study has 
proved the presence of dengue virus in 
Lahore. 

Virtual: The shutter down strike 
brought the country to a virtual 
standstill, 

Virtuous: Muslims must recognize 
importance of virtuous so 


iil, I was utterly unaware of the behaviour alongside worship. 
meeting next week. 
iv. Please remind me of MAR AS 
RR Ia Ue Riad a al aa 7. Ti ation poe 
RI Fhe arm PN 
You are not yet aware of the repercussions of this decision, 
Add a dg aT TP A 


The meeting of the president with his counterpart was already achoduled/fixed. 
My brother is an astronomer, not an astrologer, 
We must adapt ourselves to the Situation/state of affairs, 
Congregational prayer will be offered shortly. 
Diplomatic protocols must be observed, 


Who will formally inaugurato the ceremony. 
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mer ol | 
qe? (b) 200 km/s 

TIL (d) Not moving at all 
UK e formation in the James 
; The He Telescope is due to: 
wend SPA ays (b) X-Rays 
(d) mfra-Red Rays 


m S 

a ) sible) the Cancer in a human 
inm i» used by changes to: 

xlv I5** (b) RNA 

mu (d) All of these 
ce) DN ae light travels a distance of: 
gina 10 km (b) 9.4 x 10° km 
w21" Los km (d) None of these 
« cx location below the Earth's 
` face where the earthquake starts is 
surf 


called ‘enter (b) Hypocenter 

j canem center (d) All of these 

^ 'During the combustion of gasoline 

m vehicle engine, the energy used is: 
)Chemical (b) Met hanical 

ol lectrical (d) All of these 

7 A Bar is System international unit to 


measure: 


(a) Temperature (b) Energy 


c) (d) All of these 
& One may define Renewable Energy 
s. 

un Energy derived from non- 
traditional sources 

(b) Energy derived from sources that do 
nor use up natural resources or harm 


the environment 
iQ Energy fuelled into ways that do not 
use up natural resources or harm the 


environment 


9, The sky looks blue due to: 
| if sunlight by the 


(b) The presence of water vapors in air 
(c) Absorption of blue light by the 
atmosphere 

(d) Presence of CO, in the atmosphere 
10. Soil pollution is caused by: 

^ Aerosol (b) Ozone 

C) Acid rain (d) All of these 


11, The correct full form of “AI” is: 


la) Artificially Intelligent 

( IA palin 

hn fi ially Intelligence 

t uM ed Intelligence 

ove yclone' is generated due to; 
^ igh Temperature 

High Humidity 


13, The " (d) Allof these 

formed yradioactive isotopes are 

On the 2 Peutrons' bombardment 

neu Cleus, these incident 

ne 25 must have to 

gj; inthenucleus, "^ 

0) Ve LL 'elocity 

" real low velocity 

T J 

4. Ap diate velocity (d) All of these 

nzyme' is a chemical 
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substance that is f 
creatures; Ht is à: WM nri 
(a) Protein (b) Bacteria 
ree mad Nee 

8. ntibiotic is a drug u 
infections caused by: dé ^Y iab: 
(a) Protein (b) Bacteria 
- bad i = All of these 

i e covalent bonding, 

of two atoms: poop 
(a) Share with each other 
(b) Transfer from one atom to another 
(c) Attract the ions and delocalize 
electrons 
(d) None of these 
17. The day and night are formed due 


GENERAL SCIENCE 
ABILITY 


to Earth's rotation on its axis from: 
(a) North to South (b) South to North 


(c) East to West (d) West to East 

18. The chemical formula for Methane 
gas is: 

(a) CH; (b) CH, 

(c) CH, (d) CH, 


19. The Artificial Intelligence term 
was invented by: 

(a) Geoffrey Hinton (b) Albert Einstein 
(c) Alan M. Truing | (d) John McCarthy 
20. Disease-causing microorganisms 
are referred to as: 


(a) Pathogens 
(b) Coliform bacteria 
(c) Viruses (d) All of these 


2, When did Indian spacecraft mission 
Chandrayaan-3 landed on the moon? 
(a) 23 August 2023 (b) 25 August 2023 
(c) 27 August 2023 (d) None of these 

3. Which country won FIFA Women's 
World Cup 2023? 
(a) Germany (b) North Korea 

(c) Spain (d) None of these 

4, The Biden administration released 
'National Cyber Security Strategy' on: 
(a) 2 March 2023 (b) 3 March 2023 
(c) 4 March 2023 (d) None of these 


S. What is the theme for Day 
20237 

(a) Protect leaves (b) Invest in humans 
© Invest in our planet 

(d) None of these 


6, Australia banned Tik-Tok in: 

(a) May 2024 (b) July 2023 

(c) August 2023 (d) None of thes 

7. In July 2023, China replaced its 
foreign minister Qin Yang with: 

(a) Yin Kou (b) Sush Tai 

(c) Wang Yi (d) None of these 

8. The war between Ukraine and 
Russia began on: 

(a) 22 Feb 2022 — (b) 24 Feb 2022 

(c) 22 March 2022 (d) None of these 

9. According to SIPRI's data on 
military spending in 2022, which 
country is the world's largest military 


spender? 
(a) China (b) India 
(c) Russia (d) None of these 


10. Global Convention on Higher 
Education (UNESCO) entered into 
force on: 

(a)4 March 2023 (b) 5 March 2023 
(c)6 March 2023 (d) None of these 
11. The Indian Ocean 
Conference (IOC) was held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh on May 12-13, 2023: 


(a) 5th (b) 6th 
(0 7th (d) None of these 


12. World Development Report is 
released by: 


(b) World Bank 
(d) None of these 
Minister of 


France in May 2022? 

(a) Elisabeth Borne (b) Ubiles Tauza 

(c) Elisa Brick (d) None of these 

14. 15th BRICS summit was held in 


August 2023 in: 
(b) Delhi 


(a) Moscow 

(c) Beijing (d) None of these 

15. The 5th June 2023 'World 
Environment Day' focused on: 

(a) Thermal Pollution 

(b) Plastic Pollution 

(c) Noise Pollution 

(d) None of these 

16. When did the Taliban took over 
control of Kabul? 

(a) July 2021 (b) Augusr 2021 

(c) Sept. 2021 (d) None of these 

17. Pakistan was officially removed 
from the FATF 'Grey List' on: 
(a)Aug.21,2021 (b)Sept.21, 2022? 

(c) Oct. 21, 2022 (d) None of these 

18. Which footballer won the ‘Best 
FIFA Men's Player Award’ in 2023? 

(a) Kylian Mbappe (b) Crisnano Ronaldo 
(c) Lionel Messi (a) None of these 

19. Financial Action Task Pores 


(a) Ukraine 
(c) Afghanistan 
20. Israel 
US-mediat 
(a) Turkey 
(c) Egypt 
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Bhagti? 
(a) Sacred walking (b) Organization 
C) Devotion (d) None of these 
2. Who gave this statement, "There 
Should not be contradiction between 
* words of God and works of God"? 
(a) Allama Iqbal 
(b) Sir Syed Mira han 
(c) Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi 
(d) None of these 
3. When was the Separate electorate 
demanded for the first time by the 
Muslims in British India? 
(a) During Himla Deputation 
(b) D ‘ring Ssnimla Deny ition 
(c) During Shimla Agreement 
(d) None of these 
4. On which occasion Quaid-e-Azam 
announced parting of ways with 
Congress? 
(a) Round Table Conferences 
(b) Simon Commission 
(c) Nehru Repo! (d) None of these 
5. Who is the author of the book, 'The 
Charismatic leader: Quaid-e-Azam 
M.A. Jinnah and the Creation of 
Pakistan'? 
(a) Hector Bolitho (b) Sikandar Hayat 
(CLH.Qureshi — (d) None of these 
6. Whose behaviour disheartened M, 
A. Jinnah and he decided to Stay away 
from India? 
(a) ihi (b) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c) Sardar Patel — (d) None of these 
7. In which war Ahmad Khan Kharal 
fought against the British in Punjab? 
(a) 1839 (b) 1885 
(c) 1897 (d) No Of the 
8. What is the name of Bacha Khan's 
autobiography? 


(b) A Long Way to Freedom 

(c) My Memories (d)None of these 

9. Who was Dr Fazal ur Rehman? 

(a) A religious political leader 

(c) A political scientist 

(d) None of these 

10. Which of the plans provided à 

three-tiered constitutional Structure 
dc the Indian problem before 


mu 


for the 
ali politicians 
M endo in the legislature and 
executive during the constitu 
king process? 
nye «Lena (b) Area T 
Revenue (d) None o "e d 
12, Who is the author z vs book "The 
! damentalis 
yes Han d(b) ae Hanif 
; h.d Hussain (d) None of these 
ie Which country was behind the 
idea of SAARC? 
(a) India (b) Sri Lanka 
(c) Bangladesh (d) None of these 
14, How many seats are reserved for 
women in the National Assembly of 
Pakistan? 
(b) 50 


(a) 40 ` 
(c) 6i (d) None of these 
15. On what ground the seats in the 
Senate are allocated to the provinces? 
(a) Population (b) Area 

(c) Resources d) None of thes 

16, What is the status of the Council of 
Islamic Ideology? 


(b) It is formed through an act of 
parliament 
(c) It is a supra-constitutional body 
(d) None of these 
17. Who started the Nationalization of 
Banks in Pakistan? 
(a) Gen. Ayub Khan(b) Nawaz Sharif 

) Z. A. Bhutto (d) None of these 
18. What ceiling was fixed for the 
private ownership of irrigated land in 
the land reforms of 1959? 
(a) 200 acres (b) 300 acres 
(c) 400 acres (d) None of'these 
19, Which mountain range Separate 
Afghanistan from Pakistan? 
(a) Pamir (b) Karakorum 
(c) 1 (sh (d) None of these 


who developed the current Huma 
Development Index? pi 


of these 
Islamic Studies 
1, The Prophet Muhammad ġġ) 


advised the name of Hazrat Ab 
(25) after embrac rre 
(à) Abubakar Gd) ms r wi d 

(c) Abdur Rehman (20) 
y Abul Wafa (gt) 

: The Holy Prophet Muha i 
performed Haljat-ul-Wada'ain B 
inet oth pain: 

th Hil ha (i lth Hijri 
ala 
hi" is Written rre is 


‘heikh Saadi 


dulla F 


los  PUPsiMeigual For C S 


5. The book "Khilafat..o.. 
authored by: Maliklyy 
(a) Maulana Safiuddin Mubarak Pun J 


(b) S. Sulaiman Nadvi 
(c) 5. Abul A'la Maududi [ 
(d) None of these 4 
6. Dhatun Nataqain is title of: 1 
(a) Hazrat Fatima( Y P 
(b) Hazrat Ayesha (b) : 
(c) Hazrat Mthma (9) i 
(d) None of these A 
7, Order of Fasting in a 
revealed in: W 
(a) 1st Hijri (b) 2nd Hij — — 
(c) 3rd Hijri (d) 4th 4 
8. Mubahila verse is in 

(a) Baqarah 
(c) Nisa 

9. Ten Commandme: 
on: 


(a) Hazrat Esa 


10. Which holy book is 
Testament? 
(a) Torah (b) Psalms 
(c) Bible (d) Quran 
11. The literal m of Qiyas 
(a) To assess (b) To Think 

(c) Independent verdict 
(d) To make research y 
12. Pharaoh and his troops wer 
drowned in: SER 
(a) Black Sea 


(c) Red Sea 


(d) 

16. Al-Abwa is situated 
(à) Makkah and N ran 
(b) Makkah and Tabuk 
(€) Makkah and Madinah 
(d) Makkah and Iraq 3 
17. The pilgrims are gather 
Arafat on; x 
(a) 30th Zilqada — (b) 9th Zi qui 
(c) 10th Zilhajj i» 
18. Who is called the 
Egypt? 


fa) Saad bin Abi Wagas (98) 
(b) Aamr bin Al-Aas (99) 4 
(c) Khalid bin Waleed ($$) 
(d) None of these iN 
19. Which Prophet is tit 
Safiullah? 


(a) Hazrat Adam (b) Hazrat D 
© Hazrat Yahya  (d)Hazrat! 

20. Who suggested to di 

around city of " 
(à) Hazrat Ali (09) (b) 
© Hazrat Salman ($$) 
(d) Hazrat Khalid Bin 


Safe on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem.com) 


.sananeucanan" an" A 


- 
» x 


iuction 
ng Parenting 
i. Definition 
ii. Understanding the concept of parents' equal 
role in raising a child 
ıt Highlight the Importance of Both 
e in the Upbringing of a Child 
| Development of the bond of love and affection 
between the children and parents 
ii. Gender-specific physical and psychological 
requirements of the children 
iii. Impart of necessary wisdom and knowledge 
for better interaction with the world 
iv. Shared burden of parenting leading to 
improved quality of parenting 
v. Strengthening of a bond between the mother 
and the father 
vi. Provision of equal opportunities for personal 
«... 9fowth to both parents 
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CQ) Parents are not only the source of a child's 
coming to this world, but they also play à 

l nein - role in making him what he 
"comes in his life, Notwithstanding that the 


nature and extent of this role may be slightly 


differen 
t " 
indifferent parts of the world, depending upon 
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4. Factors that Don't Let Both Parents Play 
Effective Role In the Raising of a Child 


5. Recommendations for Improving the Role of 
Both Parents in the Upbringing of a Child 
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i. Economic roles and responsibilities 

ii. Negative habits and addictions 

iii. Cultural barriers and restrictions 

iv. Psychological and behavioural issues 

v. Presence of issues in the marital relationship 


i. Sensitizing the students at educational 


institutes 

ii. Pre-marriage counselling 

lii, Legislative measures for the facilitation of 
working women 

iv. Atarget-oriented role of the media 

v, Decrease in poverty 'O 

planned measures 
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6. Conclusion 
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the culture and traditions, its importance can nowhere 
undermined. 


With reference to 


"De Med Do aad. To snawar totis 


“the father should take the lead. The answer to this 
a may be different for different people, 
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depending on their experiences of life; however, if one 
conducts a meticulous analysis of the impact of the 
institution of family on human life, one will have no 
doubt that both parents should play not only a vibrant 
but also an equal role in the upbringing of the child. 


Strengthening of the parent-child bond, inculcating | 


necessary skills in children and improving the husband- 
wife relationship are some of the many benefits that can 
be availed of only if both parents equally share the 
responsibility of upbringing the child. At the same time, 
some important factors that obstruct the equal role of 


parents also need to be discussed and analyzed. These 


impeding factors can, however, be minimized, if not 


eliminated, 


measures and steps. 
As per the definition, parenting is the process of raising 


children. As per the Cambridge Dictionary, a parent is à 
person who gives birth to or raises a child. A parent can 
either be a father or a mother and both of them are 
collectively called parents. In normal 
circumstances, both parents try to play an 
effective role in the upbringing of their 
children, but whether the role is equal or 
not is definitely a big question. The 
term 'equal role in raising a child' 
can be interpreted in a number of 
ways. In a world where male | 
parents are usually focused only 
on earning money, without 
contributing to the raising of the 
child physically, an equal role 
refers to a father's role beyond 
fulfilling financial 
responsibilities. The equal role of 
both parents in the raising of a i } 
child demands that the father 


shoul] 
usually mothers are supposed to do in normal 


lances. 
ras the importance of the equal role of both 


ng a child is concerned, it can be 
mber of ways. 
' and affection, which is the actual 
relationship, gets developed 
i parents play a practical role 
ig time with him. Parenting 
only; it is about sharing 
n a situation where 
| active role in the 
n relationship 
emain at a 


through some scrupulously devised | 


d spend time with the children and do jobs that | 


the learning process of the children gets affected and t 
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a a 


and respect each other's feelings and opin; 
importance of parents equally raising the hs 
increased multiple times in this fast age of tec child 
the absence of both or any of the Parents ull 
children get attached to social media, Which i i; 
immensely detrimental because of its perni 
impacts. Clous 
Similarly, children have a number of gender-s 
physical and emotional needs and requirements 
cannot be fulfilled unless both parents dischar 
responsibilities well and play an equal role in the 
of the child. For a female child, for instance, the care 
attention of her mother is immensely Significant 
irreplaceable particularly when she is ent 
adolescence. Likewise, only the father can guide ang 
mentor a male child in a number of matters, The absence 
of an active role by any of the parents forces children t; 
seek advice from other children who are older than 

and this, at times, makes them get entangled in bad 


company. 


has 
ay 
is 


^ i. Besides, an active and equal role played by 
^. E ^. both parents injects wisdom and skill in 
Wo the child in a better way and helps him 


become able to deal with different 
situations sensibly. There is no 
blinking at the fact that the 
experiences of a mother and a 
father usually belong to different. 
fields and dimensions of life, and 
they are equally important to be 
shared with the children if they are 
to be guarded against a TO 
. follies and mistakes. In a family, 
where either of the FN 
unable to discharge his/her 
responsibilities in a proper ways 


à mature way gets reduced. Young people's fast-BTO8" ™ 
inclination towards drugs and crime is a big testimony t0 
the very same fact. dé 
Likewise, playing an equal role by both parents €-— 
raising of the child strengthens their bond th p 
other and makes them lead a happy life. When a m 
à female get married, it is primarily the p 
attraction towards the opposite sex that serves & a 
bond between the two for some initial years. T 
feeling keeps on waning with the passage 9 f 
eventually comes to a complete end. This is the a3 
attraction towards children which, at that time, “a 
the binding force between the couple and kes 
united. In the case where both parents play à 8 
practical role in the raising of the child, t! 
many times greater than that in the other © 


probability of their handling different situations of lif 


act that the incidents of divorce rarely 
oth parents are family-oriented and love 
ith children, enjoying their company. In a 
\ these are children who convert a couple 
this is the love and attraction towards 
po A keeps the couple united even in the face of 
m issues and differences between them. 
,numbe emension of the importance of parents' equal 
er ¢ ‘ating is the personal and professional growth 
„in pars nat gets affected in case one of them does not 
am her responsibilities properly. In all 
T where either of the parents - usually male 
swat nost cases ~ plays less or no direct role in the 
parent the child, the other parent due to the 
n of the responsibility finds no time for 
4 human or a professional. The case of women 


know? 
where D 


ent time 8 
) 

5 

ple equator 
ml family’ 


raising 
ov erburde 


grow thas 


Choices 

Providing your child with choices 
that fit reasonable constraints 
allows him/her to practice 
decision-making and build a 
sense of autonomy and growing 
independence. But you must 
remain firm about which options are available. 
An example:"You can either choose to clean 
your room before you go out to play, or you can 
dean your room after you play, but will have to 
come inside 30 minutes earlier. What would you 
ike to do?” You have given her the opportunity 
to choose how she will complete her work, but 
within limits that are acceptable to you. 


Consequences 
Consequences can be either good 


or bad, but it is important that your 
ga) child grasp that consequences are a result of his 
Ww" choices. Providing consequences that make sense 


will allow your child to understand how his choices 

will influence outcomes. For example, "You can 
either choose to speak respectfully right now, or you will need to 
lake some time in your room." 


abonado countries is a quintessence in this 
Of raisi D underdeveloped countries, the responsibility 
wen be the child lies primarily on the shoulders of 
on ‘ang ng mot hers whereas men remain focused just 
even a E rhe practice of quitting education or 
females ns is much more common among married 

ost unfortunately, even many lady doctors are 


Unable 

Tri ontinue their professional practice because of 
Children 4 lifting the burden of physically raising the 
tegard ‘i z no support from their husbands in this 
| taking Such cases where husbands help their wives 
Xtive e of the babies after their economic 


<i 

more p, "^ men's contribution to society as a member 
ler de Mi ial and productive. 

* up, Ing the importance of both parents’ role in 


pb . 
king of children, it is pertinent to analyze 
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Some of the factor 
s that ca ‘ 
responsible for not lettin n justifiably be held 


Firstly, these are th eim ioe ipi 
e financ 
that usually sider ncial roles and responsibilities 


over-occupled and don't allow 
iiri rm : be good fathers. As more than eighty 
d lived d ation of the world belongs to either middle 
: class with reference to financial position, the 
ustenance of the family depends upon active financial 
activities carried out by either of the parents or even 
both. Usually, it is the male who takes the financial 
responsibility on his shoulders and does any activity in 
the form of a job, business or labour. The overall 
duration of this activity, in most cases, is excessively 
long and whenever the poor male is back home, he ís so 
much physically and mentally drained that nothing 
beyond having a sound sleep can be expected of him. 


Consistency 
Mean what you say and say what 
you mean. This principle helps 
| young people gain a stable sense 
of how to interact with other 
|! people, Although your child will 
, eventually encounter people who 
| will be emotionally or behaviorally inconsistent 
with her, she needs you to offer the kind of 
| consistency that creates a positive standard, It 
will support disciplinary action when she knows 
you mean what you say. Note; Parents should 
always be on the same page. 


Care 

—' No matter what you do, your child 
must sense that you are acting out 
of love, It is important to remind 
him that you are acting because 
you love and care about him, especially in moments 
of conflict. A good example is, *| would not be a good 
mom if | allowed you to think itis alright to hit other children,” 


Similarly, cultural restrictions too, at times, don't let 
both parents play an equal role in the raising of the 
children. In many countries around the world, lookin 
after the children is considered a purely fen -relé 
job and if some male tries to contribute 
hobby, he has to face criticism and de 
and traditions prevailing in the ti 
Pakistan can be analyzed as à. 
not only this that males p 
raising of the child 
males doing anythit 
failure on the parti 
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people who get uncomfortable because of a number of 

things associated with children; their hygiene issues, 

their asking questions repeatedly, their failing to follow 

parents’ instructions, etc, Such people, because of their 

issues, either themselves avoid getting close to children 

or children, too, start avoiding them, 

In the same way, excessive population growth rate and 

poverty are the two factors that make effective parenting 

even by either of the parents impossible, not to talk of 

equal parenting by both. Because of the two factors, the 

attention of the parents remains diverted either due to 

excessive number of children or financial predicaments 

and they are never able to take care of the needs of and 

pay attention to the children in an effective way. 

Finally, problems in the husband-wife relationship also 

impact the equal role of both in raising the children. 

These problems may be caused by a number of factors, 

the ultimate outcome of them, however, is 

neglected upbringing of the children. The 

situation gets further worsened in case 

of divorce or without-divorce 

separation of the couple. 

As far as the measures that can be 

helpful in enhancing the role of 

both parents are concerned, these 

can be many. To start with, 

educational institutions should 

play a productive role in this 

regard. Educational institutions 

should start inculcating the 

importance of parenting in the 

minds of students from the very 

beginning. Male students should 

especially be motivated to contribute 

to the raising of children beyond their 

financial responsibilities. 

Secondly, some pre-marriage counselling 

sessions can also be helpful in sensitizing the to-be- 
| married couple to the importance of parenting and the 
role that each of them should play. More appropriately, 
maaana, marriage should be conditioned on the 
's successfully attending the counselling session 
jing a test after it. Printed material and 


n audio lectures can be used to 
ti ion practicability of this 


dst rative measures 
children in 
ection, The 
ly tours 
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particularly when they are in tender age, 

Fourthly, the media should highlight the importance of 
both parents' role in raising the children in a systemized 
way. Films, dramas, articles, stories; everything can be 
used as a tool in the context. Every government should 
condition the grant of license with the carrying out of 
such activities by the media as these can be useful in 
improving the role of parents in society, 

Finally, some meticulously devised measures for the 
control of excessive population growth and eradication 
of poverty are the need of the hour. Global organizations 
should take the lead in the context and try to make their 
already in-progress activities more target-oriented in 
addition to taking some more initiatives for the purpose, 
Launching awareness campaigns, enhancing the 
coverage and effectivity of safety nets, and improvement 
in the literacy rate can be helpful in this context. 

In a nutshell, there are no two opinions that both 
parents should discharge their responsibili- 
ties related to the upbringing of the 

children equally in order to ensure that 
they give mature, sensible and 
responsible members to society. 

Parenting, if done by both partners 

equally, casts positive impacts on 

the husband-wife bond in 
addition to many other benefits 
associated with the development 
of a child's personality. As the 
detailed analysis reveals, there 
exist a myriad of factors that 
impact either of the parents' 
performance and don't let him/her 
contribute to the child's upbringing 
the way he/she should. Some 
ameliorative measures including sensitiz- 
ing the youth to the importance of parenting in 
educational institutions, facilitating married people at 
workplaces, adopting measures for curbing the 
unplanned population growth, and conducting pre- 
marriage counselling sessions can be some helpful steps 
for achieving the targeted goals. Parenting, everyone 
needs to understand, is not only an onerous task but has 
far-reaching impacts on the overall society as well. The 
deterioration that is gradually occurring in almost all the 
societies of the world demands some urgent and well- 
planned approach from all of us. Good parenting can 
definitely prove to be the most pertinent step in the 
context. 


The writer, a PAS officer from 38th CTP, is currently 
serving as an Additional Secretary in the Government of 
the Punjab. He can be reached at: 
asim_raza7950@yahoo.com 
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Newspapers have long been recognized for their importance and utility as a rellable sourco of news and information, as they 
provide us with valuable information, diverse perspectives and a platform for public discourse. Despite the growth of 
electronic and digital media, newspapers still play a significant role in creating awareness and educating people about 
Various economic and social issues. Newspapers are unquestionably a source of trustworthy and accurate information in a 
time when fake news Is widely disseminated, With the advent of social media, it was speculated that newspapers would 
become obsolete and redundant. However, with the dissemination of fake news and misinformation, newspapers became 
More important and relevant than ever because the print media is based on facts, and the newspapers still have the system 


of editorial control to check fake news. 


e are living in a dynamic 
world that is at the pinnacle 
of technological advance- 
laced 4 mobile phone has 
"roin * number of things that 
MI as part of everyone's 
variety o n addition to affecting à 
technolo, other things, the latest 

kcal innovations, coupled 
àdvent of modern-day 
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social and digital media have 
changed the very dynamics of 
communication and dissemination 
of information, resulting in manipu- 
lated and out-of-context messages, 
news, and information, causing 
fears, conflicts and controversies, It 
has become more challenging to 
distinguish between true, credible 
and factual reporting and misinfor- 


Leodm ca noe tow 


M. Ahsan Ramzan 
mation falsehood with the introduc- 
tion of new trends in digital media. 
However, in this state of affairs, one 
source that can provide authentic 
information is the print media, a 
significant part of which comprises 
newspapers. By objective reporting 
and adhering to the principles of 
responsible, impartial, truthful, 
impartial and accountable 
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journalism, newspapers are the best 
tool to fight disinformation and fake 
news, The news stories are filed after 
proper research and, then before 
publication, are again filtered 
through à rigorous editorial check 
for accuracy. This feature 
distinguishes newspapers and 
makes the print medium à more 
credible source of information. 
Hence, it is apt to say that 
newspapers are the most authentic 
source of accurate information, and 
therefore have been, are and will 
remain an important part of every 
society. 
A glance at the history of the media 
shows that newspapers have played a 
pivotal role in every society in more 
ways than one. In the Pakistan 
Movement, for example, it were the 
newspapers that played a crucial 
role in raising awareness among the 
people about the importance of à 
separate homeland. In developed 
societies, newspapers are still 
printed and sold with great 
enthusiasm as they are the most 
authentic source of accurate 
information. Despite the rise of 
electronic and digital media, 
newspapers remain a great source 
of information for readers. 
Although new forms of media have 
brought about revolution, 
newspapers still remain the most 
credible and authentic source of 
information when it comes to 


disseminating news and informa- 
tion. 
The significance of newspapers has 


become even more prominent in the 
face of the recent proliferation of 
digital media platforms and social 
networking sites, many of which 
sappia with issues of credibility, 


political, economic, religious, social 
and other policy concerns. In a media 
comprising television, 
radio, and online sources, 
newspapers have established 
themselves as paragons of accurate 
and robust reporting, independence 


and accountability. 
Intergraf, a prominent European 


printing industry association, 
underscores the democratic 
importance of printed newspapers 
within the European Union. Printed 
newspapers reach an estimated 30% 
of people in the EU-27, encompass- 
ing more than 130 million individu- 
als. This outreach 

participation and 
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decision-making of all citizens in 
public debates and elections, 
preserving their right to choose how 
they consume news and information, 
In a democracy, principles such as the 
rule of law, citizens' rights, fair and 
free elections, and the protection of 
individual rights can only be upheld 
and safeguarded through a free press. 
Newspapers also serve as educators 
for voters, providing them insights 
into politics, parties, politicians and 
their policies so the citizens can make 
well-informed and well-thought-out 
decisions. This becomes even more 
important in view of our own general 
elections scheduled for January 2024. 


ensures the | 
informed 
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Journalists employed by newspapers 
possess a formidable array of skills 
including research acumen and 
critical thinking. The best journalists 
know which questions to ask, which 
leads to pursue and how to 
rigorously fact-check their findings. 
Another pivotal role of a free press is 
to serve aS a watchdog over 
governments and powerful 
institutions, exposing instances of 
corruption and violations of human 
rights - a duty that is indispensable 
for the health of democracy. 

The enduring confidence expressed 
by readers in the factual content of 
newspapers underscores their 
continued relevance, even in the 
digital age. 

According to the Eurobarometer 
survey on fake news and 
disinformation, the traditional 
media, including print, television 
and radio, remain the most trusted 
source of news at 60%+ for each 
media, In contrast, online sources 
of news are the least trusted at 26%. 
In an age dominated by social 
media, where misinformation and 
sensationalism often run rampant, 
newspapers stand as bastions of 
authenticity, well-researched 
reporting and fact-based 
journalism. They adhere to 
rigorous editorial standards and 
invest in thorough investigations, 
ensuring that the stories they 
publish are backed by verifiable 
facts and statistics. This 
commitment to accuracy and 
reliability not only bolsters 
democracy by providing citizens 
with trustworthy information but 
also contributes to the development 
of a more informed and responsible 
Society. In the battle against fake 
news, newspapers remain a beacon 
of truth, serving as a vital 
counterbalance to the unchecked 
spread of misinformation on social 
media platforms. 

Research conducted over the last 
four years by the European E-Read 
on the impact of digitization on 
reading practices, known as the 
Stavanger Declaration, suggests that 
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d and research-based stories 
in newspapers offer superior 
benefits for comprehension, 

concentration and critical thinking 
: to reading from screens. 
The transition from paper to digital 
not neutral; comprehension and 
concentration are often stronger 
"when reading from paper, 
y when time constraints 


paru 


rthermore, à meta-study 
involving 54 studies with 

over 17 0,000 
participants indicates 
that comprehension of 
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public safety laws, environmental 
concerns, hygiene, labor rights, 
disaster management, and civic 
issues. Newspapers have 
consistently defended citizens' 
rights, especially during times of 
military dictatorship or civilian 
government challenges. 


Beyond their role in information | 


dissemination, newspapers facilitate 
social activities, such as matrimonial 
and personal advertisements, 


HOW TO SPOT FAKE NEWS 
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comprehensive insights into the 


happenings in the community 

Modern newspapers allocate space 
for readers to voice their opinions 
through letters to the editor section. 
This should be considered the initial 
example of citizen journalism that 
allows readers to express their 
grievances OT appreciation 
concerning reports or incidents 
within society. Additionally, 
newspapers inform readers about 
political activities, new 
laws and rules and 
regulations that impact 


society. 
For students, reading 


long- informational 

BEA consistently more o LI newspapers is 
effective when read on 2$, particularly advanta- 
paper than on screens. geous. It exposes m to 
Reading newspapers, | CONSIDER THE SOURCE READ BEYOND a wide range of topics, 
her in print or Click away from the story to investigate Headlines can be outrageous in an effort enhances their oratory 
tally, has far- the site, its mission and its contact info, — to get clicks. What's the whole story? skills, and fosters active 
| ning effects beyond participation in 
mere information speeches, debates and 
consumption, including conversations. Daily 
ring mental focus, mw. newspaper reading not 
ence, discipline, CHECK THE AUTHOR SUPPORTING SOURCES? only broadens students 
acing linguistic Do a quick search on the author. Are = aetna understanding but also 
Edge and they credible? Are they real? given actually supports the stoy. improves their 
ributing to personal vocabulary and familiar- 
ng ity with various writing 
styles and reporting 
techniques, which they 
CHECK THE DATE IS IT A JOKE? may not find through 
Reposting old news stories doesn’t if It ls too outlandish, It might be satire. social media news 

mean they're relevant to current events. Research the site and author to be sure, f E. 

ormats. 
Given the pivotal role 
newspapers play in 
Tt fostering an informed 
en citizenry and preserving 
urces ime ORDANS ASK THE EXPERTS democratic values, it is 
| r If your own Ask a librarian, or consult a Imperative that the 
ap on fact-chocking 9v. government extend its 


E 


play a vital role in 
| in educating the 
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becoming an indispensable part of 
daily life. Classified advertisements, 
community announcements and 
communal notices constitute 
significant components of 
newspaper content, Features on 
sports, education, campus news, 
cultural events, music, drama, 
literature and fine arts enrich the 


reading experience, offering | 


support to the print 
industry by providing special grants, 
concessions on printing paper and 
material, reasonable advertisements 
as compared to other communica- 
tion media as it is the easiest, most 
accessible and less expensive 
medium for creating awareness in 
the masses besides providing 
education, information and 
entertainment to the citizens. @ 
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Preparation for the interview requires a 
| different approach 
 » Preparing for CSS/PMS interviews is 
altogether different from preparing for 
Be puce exmeiasions: In 
MS written examination, the candidates are 
bo rite detailed answers to the given 
The case is not the same in the interview 
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interviews whereas spellings are checked in the 
written examination. Having said that, the interview is 
a game of different skill sets. Hence, our approach 
towards preparation for interviews should be 
different from that for written examinations. 


» The range of topics to be prepared for interviews is 


wider than that of those to be prepared for written 


Physical appearance matters a lot in the interview. 


l Followi ng p are 


the essentials of a good physical 


V a 
Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem.com) Online Book store. 0332-53399708 


apase 


writing. You may use the same content when you are 
asked to introduce yourself, Following are the essentials 
of your autobiography /introduction: 
e Name and one or two sentences about your family 
background 
e Educational background, particularly your bachelor's 
or master's degree 
e Previous job experience 
e Achievements 
nd at You may include the following if you have some 
1 Exercise convincing arguments to make: 
V | e Why do you aspire to become a civil servant? 
e Your larger goals 
Command on speaking In English 
The command on speaking in English will come with 
practice. You may practice speaking in English with your 
friends and/or siblings or you may speak to yourself in 
' your room, Put questions to yourself and then answer 
4 those to yourself. Record your voice and then listen to it. 
With this practice, you will gain fluency and command 
| " s over speaking the English language. 
A | the self You should be able to improvise y 
Tha writ : view the requirements of the ques 
i -qualified aspirants are required to assess anis inniind! 


Conversational ability 
our answer keeping in 


tion asked. Keep the 


Streng E hinge e Take a pause for a few seconds (2-3 seconds), arrange 
Weakn your thoughts and then answer. 
, Contribu' to family, society e Donotrepeat the question. 

e Engage the panel. 


vemer e Donotlock horns. 


e Donotinterrupt the interviewer. 
Horizontal explanation first, vertical explanation later 


When an aspirant is asked to answer à particular 
question having different aspects or dimensions; most 
individuals, normally, commit a mistake in that they 
start explaining just one aspect or dimension without 
referring to the others. For example, if you are asked: 
How the economy of Pakistan can be fixed? First, give all 
the measures you have in your mind that can fix 
Pakistan s economy without explaining any of them. 
Once you finish the outline, then start explaining the first 
factor and then proceed further to other points in à 
sequence. Follow the rule of outline which is followed in 
writing. This technique will show that you have a 
comprehensive knowledge base. 
Important areas of discussion in CSS /PMS interview 
e Questions related to your educational background 
and final degree. 
e Previous job experience. Why are you switching 
careers? Job description and contributions 
e Preferred Service/Group-related question: Why do 
you want to join this particular group? How will you 
P contribute? 
oduction e National issues 
e candic in | * Globalaffairs - Discussions and news in media 
e Conflicts, pacts, treaties, international organizations, 
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bilateral relations 
e Questions. about the economy, Dasic concepts, 


definitions and important Figures. related to 
Pakistan's as well as the world economy, 

e Important physical features of Pakistan. and the 
World (geography) like rivers, mountains, lakes, 
deserts, oceans, ete. 

è Questions related to your domicile district: Etymol 
oxy, history, folklore, important personalities, 
places, projects, ete, 

e Questions related to your pro forma 

It is needless to say that all your compulsory and 

optional subjects should be prepared well, 

Two kinds of questions - two different approaches 

* Opinion questions: Do not drop these questions, 
lirst, give the outline (enumerate the factors) and 
then explain them one by one, Do not be brief, Give a 
detailed but relevant viewpoint. Opinion should be 
balanced, logical and supported by data, strong 
arguments and examples, 

è Token questions based on general knowledge: 
Dropping these questions is not as fatal as is the 
case with opinion questions. Do not guess randomly. 
Guess only if you think you might be true. If you 
want ro guess, do it with the permission of the panel, 

Be specific in preparation for the interview 
Aspirants are required to give detailed answers to 
questions in the written exams; however, in the 
interview, they are required to grasp fundamental 
aspects of any issue or topic, along with the concept 
formation. In order to explain any question, normally a 
candidate gets not more than 2-3 minutes, Hence, 
preparing for interviews requires a to-the-point 
approach. When you are preparing any topic for the 
interview, make its notes, arrange your points and 
always think how the interviewer may draft questions 
from this topic, 

Always try to draft questions placing yourself in the 

shoes of the interviewer, In other words, what you are 

reading must be the answer of some question, 

Concluding what I wanted to convey to you through this 

article, | would say that interview preparation is very 

much interesting. Enjoy this exposure, Try to be the 
best version of yourself, Try to be the person in real life 
which you wanted to pretend. Do not pretend but be 
that person. Last but not least, work hard and smart. 

Kill the fear of failure, What is yours would get you, 

Connect with Allah Almighty and seek His help. Stay 

blessed and strong, 

Wish you all the best! B) 


The writer is a civil servant, belonging to the Police 


Service of Pakistan (PSP). He can be reached at; 
asimjasraaa gmail.com 
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The weapon of mass deception 


technology and the internet have changed tho nature of warfare in the present era, Amazing inventions, 
impossible to imagine until the nineteenth century, have become a reality in the twenty-first century and 
nvention, or Innovation, is social media. The rise of fast 


ne an Integral part of our social life. One such | 
| and soclal media has transformed the world. Prominent platforms such as Twitter, WhatsApp, 
of information but also the most effective medium one can 


book and become not only a source 
j mimik across a on audience, Another aspect of social media is that it has become a 
vol to change the nature of warfare In the fast-changing world, leading to the spread of misleading reports, | 
aes propaganda. Pakistan, being a victim of this warfare, needs to adopt a multifaceted approach that 
passes. , educational and international cooperation measures. By doing so, Pakistan can 


‘a the risks of SGW att "ks while preserving the fundamental human right of access to the Internet: 


Shahzad Asalm 


generations of war came out in different periods of time. 


Today's era is considered the era of fifth-generation 
warfare. 

Generations of wars 

'Generations' means different methods, tools, tech 
niques, and policies adopted in wars. Before understand- 


ing what a fifth-generation war is, it is important to 
understand the previous four generations of war. 

1. First-generation wars 

First-generation wars were physical wars that were 


itimes,cor » 99 
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fought only on à small scale between 
two armies, They were fought away 


from the human settlements in 
which civilians were not involved; 
only armies fought face-to-face 


with swords, horses and manpower, 
involving an orderly and organized 
of waging wars. First 
generation warfare tactics included 
fighting in lines and columns; 
arrows and swords were 
used as arms in these battles. The 
commander of military forces was 
also present on the battleground to 
lead his force from the front. The 
Napoleonic Battles (1803-1815) are 
in the first-generation 
wars. Napoleon fought his battles at 
the start of the 19th century against 
the European powers. The American 
War of Independence (1775-1783) 
fought by American 
against the British Empire and it is 
also included in first-generation 
warfare. 

2. Second -generation wars 

With the invention of technology, 
swords were replaced with advanced 
arms such às machine guns and 
rifles. In second-generation war, an 
enemy attack was possible from a 
distance. They were mainly fought 
on borders and civilians were also 
hit by these wars. World War I is 
believed to be the best example of 
second-generation wars. The use of 
radio transmission helped to extend 
the military method even further. 
The artillery and ammunition 
became more significant. The 


system 


horses, 


included 


was states 
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tanks, 


aggressive battles with 
aircraft support and infantry on the 
battleground were fought. The loss 
of civilian population increased due 
to the involvement of the air force. 
The Germans first used third- 
generation warfare tactics and 
strategies in World War Il 
(1939-1945), The atomic disaster 
that took place in the two Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is 
often regarded as an important 
moment in WWII - the event marked 
a significant shift in favour of the 
Allied forces. The 1965 war between 
Pakistan and India is also considered 
third-generation warfare. 

The use of media, especially radio 
and newspapers, was seen in this 
generation, where it was used to 
spread false news and increase the 
popularity of its own army. 

4. Fourth-generation wars 

Next comes the fourth-generation 


war, in which the use of psychologi- 
cal, religious, economic, political 
and propaganda warfare, along with 
conventional war methods, was 
rampant. The word fourth- 
generation war was first used by 
William S. Lind and a panel of United 
States defence analysts in an article 

'he changing face of war: Into the 


Fourth Generation,” issued by the 
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soldiers and civilians, peace and 
conflict. 

The most dangerous changes in the 
world came due to this type of 
warfare. This is the generation of 
warfare which is difficult to separate 
from peace and war; it is also tough 
to separate a fighter and an ordinary 
citizen. In fourth-generation 
warfare, instead of developing 
military troops in another country, 
the countries provide indirect 
political and economic aid to the 
insurgents in the adversary state 
and use them against their own 
country. The historical event known 
as the "Kao Plan" involved India 
providing military and economic aid 
to the "Mukti Bahini" in their fight 
against Pakistan.Media was used for 
propaganda and to create confusion 
among things. It mainly targeted 
civilians. Civilian groups were 
trained and funded to fight against à 
trained army of the state. Proxy wars 
are also a feature of fourth- 
generation wars. The same 
technique is called hybrid war. The 
India-Pakistan War of 1971 is 4 
notable example of a hybrid war. 
Cold War in general and wars in 
Afghanistan and Vietnam in 
particular are typical 
examples of fourth-generation 
wars, 


Then comes the latest, the fifth- 


generation war which is a new form 
of conflict characterized by the use 
of technology, misinformation and 
psychological operations to achieve 
political objectives. It uses all 
possible techniques of previous 
generations, especially hybrid war, 
with the addition of the latest tools 
and techniques like media, 
misinformation and technology like 
artificial intelligence. It is also called 
the war of perceptions and 
information. This type of warfare is 
asymmetrical and non-linear, and it 
challenges traditional notions of 
warfare and national security. One 
of the key features of fifth- 
generation warfare is the use of the 
internet and social media to spread 
propaganda and disinformation. Its 
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ultimate target is the uneducated 
young generation, which has little 
knowledge regarding the use and 
misuse of modern social media 
technology.The scholars dealing 
with the fifth-generation war focus 
more on the irregularity of modern 
strategy. The war does not stand 
only for military or strategic goals; it 
usually holds some other goals like 
economic, religious and political. It 
is not necessarily the states that 
strike the others in this asymmetric 
warfare; sometimes, non-state 
actors like intelligence agencies and 


various organizations may also | 


participate in such activities for 
their vested interests. 

The element of social media 

In 5GW, social media is a primary 
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tool to target the minds of people 
and is used as a powerful weapon for 
mass deception, Changing the 
perception of the people involves 
propaganda campaigns 


misinformation and 


extensive 

based on 
deception about the ideological, 
social, economic and 
aspects of the state through social 


media's moral and 


security 


media.Social 
political dimensions in the 5GW are 
being used effectively today. One of 
the practical uses of soc ial media in 
the 5GW was substantiated in the 
form of the Arab Spring. Thinkers 
consider it a change in the global 
map, replicating the division after 
WWII It began in December 2010 
when à Tunisian street vendor, 
Mohamed Bouazizi, set himself on 
fire to protest the arbitrary seizing 
of his vegetable stand by police over 
his failure to obtain a permit. Social 
media was actively utilized in 
applying 5GW throughout the world. 
Street protests started in Tunisia, 
and President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
fled to Saudi Arabia. This move of 
social media continued in five 
neighbouring countries Libya, 
Yemen, Syria, Egypt and Morocco - 
as well. 

rhe case of Pakistan 

A fifth-generation war is one where 
non-state actors take on the state, 
where information spreads quickly 
through the internet, and where 
military engagement and the 
protocols of war as they were drawn 
up after both world wars are now 
mutating into something more 
amorphous and less easily defeated 
This kind of war is on full tilt in 
Pakistan; our very existence is 
threatened by it as the country is à 
victim of SGW owing to its neighbour 
and some powers hostile to our 
country.India is 


engaged in a 
massive campaign of 'fifth- 
generation warfare' to obstruct 


Pakistan's road to prosperity, A huge 
number of Indians use social media 
to spread misinformation about 
Pakistan, For instance, the Indian 
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government spread fake news of the 
Pulwama attack to its nation in 
February 2019, The Indian 
government even claimed to shoot 
down the Pakistan Air Force fighter 
craft F-16, which was never proven. 
Moreover, the explosion in a Karachi 
building in 2020 was framed as a 
“civil war in Pakistan" in India.The 
“Indian Chronicles”, 
published by the Brussels-based 
organisation EU DisinfoLab, which 
meticulously exposed a network of 
500 fake media outlets that India 
had been using for 15 years to 
portray a negative image of Pakistan 
in the European Union and the 
United Nations should be eye- 
opening for the nation. 
The way forward 
Keeping in view the genesis of the 
above connotation, there is a dire 
need to tackle the present imbroglio 
in a synergetic manner so as to 
address the issue in totality. The 
irony of fifth-generation warfare 
can be tackled efficiently by 
adopting modern means, methods 
and strategies.First, the establish- 
ment of global monitoring authority 
to wage fifth-generation warfare is 
essential for the curtailment of 
future threats.Moreover, we must 
adopt workable and concrete 
strategies by upgrading our 
technology, keeping in view our 
strengths, weaknesses and 
0| nities so that cyber attacks 
prevented 


report 


fought with technology. The 
invention of fast-track communica- 
tion applications like Facebook, 
Twitter, etc, has allowed adversaries 
to use them for communication, 
sharing data and spreading fake 
information in other countries for 
their political objectives. 
Furthermore, the technology used to 
spread misinformation and 
propaganda is difficult to counter. 
Propaganda warfare is detrimental 
as it spreads chaos, fear, and 
anarchy in the state, The Pakistani 
nation is divided on the basis of 
language, religious sects, race and 
economic class. The 5GW poses 
different challenges to Pakistan 
regarding political, social, economic, 
ethnic and religious issues. Pakistan 
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has a great position among world 
powers due to its geostrategic 
location, security alliances, nuclear 
capability and relations with China, 
The Government of Pakistan needs 
to spread awareness among people 
to understand the 5GW threats. By 
launching campaigns in educational 
institutes and educating the masses 
on false news and propaganda 
campaigns, which are being spread 
through social media platforms, the 
people may become able to counter 
the threats to national cohesion.The 
future of the nation rests on our 
being able to defeat these nefarious 
forces conducting an all-out assault 
on our borders, our institutions, and 
our very way of life. f) 


he term 'food insecurity' explains the unavailabil- 

ity of food in sufficient amounts, the lack of access 

of people to food and unaffordability of 

for survival. Even in today's 

d World countries are facing a 
principally due to climate 
ige-induc ster of food insecurity is 
y deleterious for underdeveloped and developing 
muntries but is also menacing for the developed world. 
ever, all is not lost yet. One ray of hope in this bleak 
the integrated agriculture system, which, by 
jeld, can help us tackle the food insecurity 


have expedited the 
riorated food 


of food crops. Moreover, 


z crops remain unprecedentedly 
vorld. Inflation is also a major 
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World Bank report of September 2023, 
remains elevated across all countries 
income categories, with 52.6% of low-income, 86 
lower-middle-income and 64.0% of upper middle- 
income countries having inflation levels exceeding 5%, 
with some countries reporting double-digit inflation. The 
report added that 69.6% of high-income countries with 
high inflation rates experienced elevated food price 
inflation. In addition, the report mentioned that the most 
affected countries by high food price inflation were 
located in Africa, North America, Latin America, South 
Asia, Europe and Central Asia. The World Bank noted that 
real food price inflation (which is defined as nominal food 
inflation minus overall inflation) has exceeded real 
overall inflation in 79.4% of the 165 countries for which 
both food CPI and overall CPI indexes are ay ailable. From 
another perspective, the report stated thal the global 
commodity market is still perturbed by the ongoing war 
in Ukraine and the recent export ban on rice placed by 
India in July, which has completely rattled the rice market 


and resulted in price spikes. 
Just imagine the perished lives of people of Pakistan and 
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Bangladesh, where wheat and rice are staple foods, If 


people can't afford even the basic staple food, then how 
can they combat malnutrition, ageing issues, weakness 
and immunity problems? 

Food is necessary for getting energy to do work, It provides 
the necessary micro- and macro-nutrients for living a 
healthy life. Those who eat healthy food enjoy a smooth, 
disease-free life. But soaring inflation has transformed 
this world into a hub of food insecurity and scarcity. 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 
around 85% of people in Pakistan are on the verge of 
malnutrition, According to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), between 691 million and 783 million 
people were hungry globally in 2022. Similarly, the new 
Global Report on Food Crises 2023 Mid-Year Update 
shows that 238 million people across 48 countries are 
suffering from acute food and nutrition insecurity. 
Additionally, nine countries experienced an enhanced 
rate of acute food insecurity since 2022. Sudan was 


The number of people in low- and middie-income countries 
food insecurity increased by a total 118.7 million In 2022 from 2021 


counter food insecurity issues In the affected communi- 
ties, Leaders of all countries, governments and non- 
governmental organizations should lay out a roadmap to 
tackle the monster of food insecurity in this era of 
globalization. Inflation should be controlled to increase 
food security for the survival of human beings. 

One such way to achieve this goal is to foster integrated 


agriculture. 
Integrated agriculture to combat food insecurity 


An integrated agriculture system, also known às an 

integrated biosystem or integrated farming system, 

refers to an agricultural system that integrates livestock 

and crop production. According to Paul Harris, "It is a 

system which comprises an interrelated set of enterprises 

with crop activity as a base. It will provide ways to recycle 

produce and 'waste' from one component an input for 

another part of the system, which reduces cost and 

improves soil health and production or income." 

It has revolutionized the conventional agriculture system 

of livestock, aquaculture, horticulture, agro- industry and 

allied activities flawlessly. It has proved highly beneficial 

in curbing food insecurity issues. 

Goals of an integrated agriculture system 

. Maximization of the yield of all component 
enterprises to provide a steady and stable 
income; 

. Rejuvenation of the system's productivity and 
achievement of agro-ecological equilibrium; 

. Avoiding the buildup of insect pests, diseases 

and weed populations through a natural 

cropping system; 

Combating food insecurity; and 

Organic farming and elimination of chemical 
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penefit of an integrated agriculture system, 
By using the latest instruments, more 
revenue Is generated which increases 
money flow around the year, 

2. Sustainable agriculture goal 


Reduce 
waste ( crop 
residues,leav 


achievement 

The IAS helps in achieving the 
goal of sustainable agriculture 
by promoting sericulture and 
aquaculture in one place 
through pisci-silviculture. 1t 
supports agri-horticulture and 
preserves minerals and natural 
resources for the next generation 
as well. It boosts the production of 
major crops in a rotational pattern 
with horticulture crops for more food 
production and deters the challenge of 
food insecurity. 

3. Economic benefits 


es, straws, 


husks) 


The IAS helps in converting waste materials into 
ve fertilizer, bio-pesticide, manure or compost 


for enhancing soll fertility at low cost. It also 
underpins the manufacturing of useful 
commodities to capture profit. 


4. Combat food insecurity challenge 
The IAS fosters an integrated crop-production 


mechanism for the production of stable, 
disease-free crops which will ensure the 
availability of maximum micro- and macro- 
nutrients in the produce. People can fulfil their 
dietary requirements through such nutritional 
food production and tackle malnutrition issues. 
S. Preservation of natural resources 

“An integrated agriculture system encourages the 3Rs 
policy, which includes: reduce, reuse and recycle. 
Utilization of waste materials by the 3Rs scheme helps in 
reduction of environmental and assures à green 
onment for the better physical and mental health of 


DIAC 


sapiens. 
tevi" of sustainable livelihoods for farmers 
IAS supports the production of more food crops, 
gums, raisins, horticulture crops, livestock and 
shery which provide multiple options for farmers to sell 
arn profit. Integration of entrepreneurs with farmers 
thelr produce provides handsome amounts to them in 


! arise 3 to conventional marketing methods. 
nc unit land and time scale 


; per 
) promote: expedited economic yield per unit area 
short time by intercropping and eliminating 


^ 
EL. 
E 


vent losse: 
S provi ; outputs of one production for the 

another generation of crops. Byproducts' 
ps in more raw material production which 
reial- people for the production of 


ur PDF Group 0332-5339708 


Se era a NT AAA 


Recyle waste for 
biogas production 


Integrated System 


Agri silviculture 
Silvi pastoral 

Agri horticulture 
Horti-silvi-pastoral 
Agri-horti- silviculture 
Agri-silvi-pastoral 
Agri-pisci-silviculture Crops + fish + trees 


products at low cost. Direct 


between 


food 
communication 
farmers and 

X increases the surplus value which 
towards more industrial 


common 


commercial people 


leads 


Reuse i 
development in the country. 

in form of 9. Amelioration of biodiversity 

manure and Integrated agriculture supports 

compost afforestation, agroforestry, 

intercropping, aquaculture and 

carbon fixation for clean 

environment. A clean 


environment provides 
favourable conditions for the 
breeding and multiplication of 
domesticated plants and animals 
which hastens the treasure of 
biodiversity. It is good to say that IAS 
succours biodiversity at the farm level. 

10. Proliferation of agroforestry system 
There is no denying the fact that integrated agriculture 


helps in the proliferation of agroforestry for more 


Integrated farming system approaches 
Description 
Crops * tree 

Trees * pastures 5 
Crops + fruit trees 

Fruit trees* trees* pasture 


Crops + fruit trees + multipurpose trees 


Crops + trees + pastures 


production of food and fiber which are basic necessities 
of life. Farmers can also earn more profits by adopting 


agro-forestry techniques. 

Some other approaches included: 

Agriculture (Rice) + fish + mushroom cultivation 
Agriculture + duckery + poultry 

Poultry + fish culture 

Fish culture + sericulture 

Utilization of these techniques can curb the waves of For xd 


insecurity. 
Conclusion 


The world should focus on the cheap production of crops 
to counter food insecurity issue in the allected 
communities, All leaders of different countries, 
governments and non-governmental organizations should 
lay out a roadmap to tackle the monster of food insecurity 
in this era of globalization. Inflation should be controlled to 
increase food security for the survival of human beings. By 
using the above-mentioned approaches of an integrated 
agriculture system, food insecurity can be tackled ray " Ily. f) 


The writer is the topper of MPhil Food 
Science and Te hnology 
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The architect of the Great War 


Quratulain Malik 


ccording to Jonathan Steinberg, a professor of history at the 
ne of Pennsylvania, the achievements of Bismarck were 

"the greatest diplomatic and political achievement by any leader 
in the last two centuries." 
Indeed, the words of Steinberg 
bear credence if one looks at 
the historical ledger strewn 
with the successes of this man 
who is also known as the "Iron 
and Blood Chancellor’. There is 
no denying that with a 
remarkable tweak of 
diplomacy, Bismarck 
‘triumphantly changed the 
"ES" geopolitical landscape of not 


,only Germany but also of the 
entire Continental Europe. 
However, in his attempt to alter 


| the fate of his beloved 

motherland, he ended up 
sowing the seeds of what is 
known to the world as the Great 


x 


War or World War I. 
Bismarck sowed the seeds of WW!1 
The unification of Germany attracted the wrath of France which became 
an arch-rival of Germany during World War I. 
Historians note the unification of Germany as one of the greatest 
geopolitical events of the 18th century, Opposed vehemently by 
neighbouring nations, Germany had to fight hard to define its borders. 
id Right after throwing Austria into the quagmire of defeat in the Austro- 
NIMM 40d in perial Prussian War (1866), Germany diverted its attention to spin France on 
> 1890. He unified Germany Set I A ici Franco-Prussian War (1870) culminated in the 
in three wars and came to embody everything ies be s am b p e one hand, granted considerable gains to 
brutal and ruthless about Prussian culture. The region Alsace-Lo xa a LI OR Panias tanca oë li 
< rraine but also toned down its glory by snatching the 
real Bismarck had a different character — a very appellation of "Biggest Country" and alas ra : tal 
hypochondriac, a brilliant and well-read man, a ry and "Superpower" of continen 


Europe - à fact mentioned by Tim Marshall ma, ! 

: in opus 'The 
convert to an extreme form of Protestant | Prisoners of Geography’, Thus, the Wranto-Prapian vee brainchild of 
mysticism, and one of the few Prussians who Bismarck - drew a Permanent 


Wedge between France and Germany, 
never served in the king's army. In the following greatly invoked the feeling of Revanchism' in the hearts of Frenchmen, 
write-up, the writer explores his policies and igniting, thereby, the inferno of animosity and leaving France with no 
actions that ultimately led to World War l. 


| 
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tion but to actively support war against Germany in the 


Secret system of alliances divided Europe 

was well aware that the very unification of his 
motherland would earn it scores of enemies in the 
international arena, So, he set about to protect his newly- 
formed empire from foreign attack, Aware that 
Germany's position in central Europe made it vulnerable, 
he began seeking alliances to ensure that its enemies 
remained isolated and that a two-front war could be 
avoided. To drive clear of this situation, Bismarck started 
looking for allies. He soon inked a defensive agreement 
between Germany and Austria-Hungary by the name 
‘Dual Alliance' (1879) to end Germany's isolation at the 
international level. Finding the agreement less effective, 
Bismarck hopped onto Italy. Concomitantly, the Dual 
Alliance wore the garb of Triple Alliance in 1882 and now 


comprised Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy. To 
counterbalance this alliance, the other powers, i.e. France, 
Russia and Great Britain, also jumped on the bandwagon 
Of the system of alliances and made Triple Entente, 
cleaving Europe into two opposing blocs. Thus, these two 
ances, Le. the Triple Alliance and Triple Entente, later. 
Patded against each other in World War I. Hence, the 
System of alliances - a creation of Bismarck - tilled the 
lor World War I, as rightly maintained by Sydney B. 


— "Thesystem of secret alliance started right after the 
" Prussian war is the underlying cause 


liculously crafted the system of alliances to 
* much-touted ‘Balance of Power' in Europe 
inent from falling into bloody wars. 
‘ed one eventuality, i.e, his death. He 
yone to maintain this notorious 
i Kaiser Wilhelm II took the reins 


E Group 0332-5339708 


of Germany, he miserably failed to administer the 
alliances. His excessive tilt towards Austria at the cost of 
alienating other regional powers, coupled with his 
inclination towards power politics, catapulted the entire 
continent into one of the bloodiest wars humanity has 
ever witnessed, Therefore, Bismarck can be blamed for 
raising the curtain on war but not because he didn't do his 
job well enough. It's just quite the opposite as he did his 
job very well but failed to prepare someone to take over 


his position. 
Leap towards the colonial scramble 


Although Bismarck always serenaded the hymns of 
Germany being a “Satiated State,” with the least need to 
navigate through imperialistic ventures, German traders 
and merchants, with the rise in industrialization, started 
demanding colonies. Succumbing to popular pressure, 
Bismarck built a colonial empire. To achieve this purpose 
without stirring the hornet's nest, he called the 
European powers to the “Berlin Colonial 
Conference,” whereby all the powers divided the 
African continent without any apparent 
disagreement. However, this move of Bismarck 
rendered the Great Powers suspicious of 
Germany's long-term desire to rule the global 
arena, thus, increasing the possibility of war. 
Inability to scotch Kaiser Wilhelm II 
An ardent follower of Machiavelli, Bismarck, with 
his realpolitik approach, successfully influenced 
the minds of global leaders. A masterful 
statesman aboard, his manipulation helped him 
achieve his ends. However, Bismarck laboured 
under delusion when he thought of manipulating 
Kaiser Wilhelm II with the same tactic, He failed 
utterly to lure the aesthetic of a headstrong and 
highly opinionated Kaiser. As a result, Kaiser kept 
on wreaking havoc that finally nudged the continent into 
war. For instance, Bismarck, in 1894, warned Kaiser 
against his policies in the Balkans by saying, “Twenty 
years after my death, some damned thing in the Balkans 
will put you off your throne." But Kaiser didn't heed to 
this prophecy and continued scything through the 
Balkans until 1914 when the onset of war coaxed Kaiser to 
abdicate his throne. 
Conclusion 
To wrap it up, the foregoing arguments prove that 
Bismarck can be conferred with the ignominious title of 
Architect of WWI", He fuelled the inferno of war in 
BE ro 
isolation led to the 5 adamancy to save Germany from 
ii aitinn m" of secret alliances 
reiten y teach his successors the true; 
sed the chances of World W 


and his 
luances 


ar I. [Bj 


The writer is a CSS qualifier. 
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Islam is A Deen Not a 


| 

| ' " 
/ í | ; 
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| 
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Arif Ashraf Kamboh 


introdu Deen 
Despite being used interchangeably, the | (Entire Code of Life) | 


terms 'Deen' and 'Mazhab' (religion) are * 
Individual Life | 


different, but, ironically, most Muslims do 
not know the difference between the two, 
When even learned ones characterize Islam 
as a religion, it gives an impression as if Islam is just 
another religion in the set of revealed and unrevealed [Bouma ] 
religions of the world. It is, thus, pertinent to understand [s ] 


these terms, differentiating between both concepts and 
iine peoworidesrd Ase: 


I sem 2: thememnod and dicha 
: cU 4. Judgment, punishment and reward 
3 To define in brief, Deen is a perfect divine institution that 

guides the rational beings (humans and Jirins) to act 
according to its laws and injunctions to seek salvation 
here and in the hereafter, 
Concept of Mazhab (Religion) 
Mazhab derives from 'zahab', which means walking. So it 
is a way in which a person walks. The Holy Quran does not 
use the word Mazhab for religion. Religion is a Latin word, 
which is defined as a group of principles that provide a 
path for spiritual and worldly affairs. Dictionaries define 
|| religion as belief in or worship of God or gods or the 

service of God or the supernatural being. It is, therefore, 
an organized collection of belief systems, cultural 
Systems and world views that relate humanity to 


and sometimes to moral values. 
m d veins vri ia 

Although in our part of the world, we generally refer to 
Islam as Mazhab (religion), what is interesting indeed is 


.com N 2023 — 
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the fact that the word Mazhab hàs never been used in 
entire treasury of the Quranic text and Hadith 
ture, not even once, rather jurists have employed 
word to denote different ways/paths which people 
traversed onto, Mazhab, or religion, is a term used 
a set of beliefs and rituals of worship. On the other 
peenrefers to an entire way of life that pervades 
ts of life. 

altas ferent paths that emanate from Deen are usually 
tatives of one major aspect. Different schools of 
t that include, but are not limited to, Hanafi, 
tiki, Shafa'i, Hanbli, and Jaafri and different revealed 
religions like Christianity and Judaism are instances of 
Mazhab. While Deenis a term exclusive to Islam. As Allah 

Almighty ve ne T in Surah Aal-e-Imran, verse 19: 

the Deen in the sight of. Allah is Islam" 
Not only that Allah announces Islam as the only true 
Deen, but He quotes it being comprehensive, perfect and 

one, as cited in Surah al-Maeda, verse a 

This day, 1 have perfected your Deen for you, 
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen 


Islam as your Deen. 
The basic distinction between the two terms is 
Mazhabis a term used for a set of beliefs 


rship. Deen, on the other hand, 
refers to a complete code of life that permeates all 
avenues of life. In other words, as compared to Mazhab, 
Deen is a far more comprehensive, all-encompassing 
reality. Having said that, there should not be even an iota 
of doubt that Islam is not a Mazhab (religion), because all 
of the elements of a Mazhab are certainly part and parcel 
“of Islam - it includes the articles of faith-/man, and the 
etiquettes of worship (Salah, Saum, Zakah and Hajj). It 
not only offers whatever constitutes religion but is 
endowed with the elements of a complete way of life. 
ence, Islam is, essentially, Deen. 
ons, on the other hand, have emerged from Deen. 
an has used the terms Shariah and Minhaaj for such 


Allah says in Surah al-Maeda: 
"To each one of you we have prescribed a law and 


 aclear way." 

'gence of religions from Deen 
Is interesting to note that every prophet was indeed 
towed with the Deen of his time and the same 
ism, with different laws, that were in line with 
E $ of the time, But the observance couldn't last 
i eae y long. Jews, for instance, raised objections to 
we change of Qjbla and raised concerns regarding the 
| of keeping two sisters, concurrently, in a 
Sani) opted to adhere to the self-imposed 
of Saint Paul, And, the moment people 
the soul of Deen and compromised its 
on, Allah reflects on this emergence 
rue deen in Surah Shura, verse 13 in 


bed for you the Deen which He 
oup 0332-5339708 


ae Vow sey 


and observance of wo 


ed upon Noah and which We revealed to 
you (O Muhammad), and which He en joined upon 
Abraham and Moses and Jesus, commanding: 
"Establish. this religion and do not split up 


regarding It." 
But the people got divided and differed. with different 
religions claiming their veracity, the Holy Quran Itself 
testifies to Islam being the true Deen. In Surah Aal-e- 


Imran, for instance: 
“The Deen before Allah ts Islam" 

Different forms of Deen 

Allah calls Deen in the Quran as his Deen - Deen Allah. The 

Almighty has also mentioned various qualities of His 

Deenin the Quran, 
1. Deen-ul-Qayeem. The right Deen 
2, Deen-e-Haneef: The straight Deen 
3. Deen-ul-Haq: The true Deen 

And with these attributes of Deen, the almighty 


commands to enter into His Deen with utmost faith and 


by all means and standards. 
“O believers! Enter into Islam wholeheartedly and 
do not follow Satan's footsteps. Surely he is your 


sworn enemy." (A -Baqarah - 208) 
is denied, the Quran has openly 


And if this invitation 
shared the consequences. Not just that Allah shall not 
Islam, the follower of 


accept any religion other than 
opposite paths shall himself regret his decision. Such 
warning finds in the following words in Quran, in Surah 


Aal-e-Imran, verse 85: 
"Whoever seeks a way other than Islam, it will 


never be accepted from them, and in the 
Hereafter they will be among the losers." 


enjoin 


Various religions 
Religions can be divided into two broad categories. 
1. Revealed religions 

. Christianity 

+ Judaism 
2, Non-revealed religions 

. Hinduism 

+ Buddhism 

. Confucianism 

+ Zoroastrianism 

+ Jainism 
Conclusion 


Islam is a Deen by all means and a true way of life. It is 
Deen al Haq and is not destined to be restricted to mere 
levels of religion, instead as directed by the Quran, Islam 
is meant to influence all domains of life, worldly as well as 
spiritual systems and ideologies. Whereas religion can be 
separated from the political system, às happened in 
Europe, but any socio-politico-economic system cannot 
be pulled away from Deen which is a super institution 
supposed to govern every walk of life. ff) 


The writer is a qualifier of se 
veral competitive exam 
and is presently serving as Assistant Commissioner ping 
at Regional Tax Office 1, Karachi. 
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In the following questions, four words have been given out of which three are 


alike in some manner, while the fourth one is different. 
Choose ut the odd one 


Question 1 

(a) Goat (b) Doa 

(c) Sheep (d) Cow 

Ex] Only 'Dog' is different 
because dog does not eat grass, 
Question 2 


lan 


(a) Ample (b) Copious 
(c) Plentiful (d) Abundanci 

ion: Except 'Abundance' all 
mean sufficient amount but 


abundance is used for more than 
sufficient amount, 

Question 3 

(a) Hydrometer 
(c ) Diameter 


(b) Barometer 

(d) Hygrometer 
Explanati Diameter is correct 
because all others are instruments to 
measure something. 


Question 4 

(a) Jug (b) Pitcher 

(c) Tumbler (d) Saucer 
Explanation: All others can be filled 
up with something. 

Question 5 

(a) Leaf (b) Flower 

(c) Root (d) Branch 


Explanation: All others grow above 
soil. 


Question 6 
(a) Pen (b) Marker 
(c) Paper (d) Pencil 


Explanation: We can write with pen, 
marker and pencil on paper, So, 


Question 9 
(a) Volumi (b) Size 
(c) Large (d) Shape 
Except 'Volume' all 


other words have two vowels, Volume 
has three vowels. 
Question 10 

(a) Bronze 

(c) Cadmium 


(b) Silver 

(d) Platinum 
‘Bronze’ is an alloy 
while silver, cadmium and platinum 
are the elements, 
Question 11 


(a) Curd (b) Butter 
(c) Oil (d) Cheese 
Explanatic All except oil are 


products obtained from milk. 
Question 12 
(a) Football 
(c) Cricket 


(b) Volleyball 
(d) Chess 


Asad Aziz 


All except chess are 
outdoor games, 
Question 13 
(a) Tea 
(c) Rubber 


(b) Cinchona 

(d) Chalk 
All except chalk are 
obtained from crops. 
Question 14 
(a) Barley 
(c) Rice 


(b) Mustard 

(d) Wheat 
All except mustard are 
food grains, while mustard is an 
oilseed, 
Question 15 
(a) Car 
(c) Helicopter 


(b) Scooter 
(d) Cycle 
All except cycle run on 


fuel, 

Question 16 

(a) Calenda? (b) Year 
(c) Date (d) Month 


xplanation: All others are parts of a 
calendar. 


Question 17 

(a) Trunk (b) Tree 

(c) Fruit (d) Leaf 
Explanation: All others are parts of à 


tree, 

Question 18 

(a) Chicken (b) Snake 

(c) Swan (d) Crocodile 
Explanation: All except chicken can 
live in water, 


paper is different from others. E Question 19 
Question 7 : (a) Cumin (b) Groundnut 
(a) Igloo (b) Factor) : (ce) Cinnamon — (d)Pepper 
(c) Hut (d) Flat xplanation: All except groundnut 
Explanation: Al) others are dwelling are spices, 
places of human beings, while Question 20 
‘Factory’ is a working place, (a) Deck (b) Quay 
Question 8 (c) Stern (d) Bow 
(a) Triangle (b) Tangent Explanation: All except Quay are 
(c) Square (d) Rhombus parts of a ship. W 
Explanation: All other figures 
enclose areas, 
110 - www.jworldtimes.com November 2023 
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Sept. 16: Islamabad's Shabbir Iqbal successfully 
defended his title in the 27th CNS Open Golf 
Championship 
Sept. 16: The Punjab government amended the 
Police Order 2002 and established an Organised 
Crime Unit (OCU) that replaced the Crime Investigation Agency 
(CIA) with more administrative powers and legal cover. 
Sept. 16: Legendary Balochi language poet Mubarak Qazi 
passed away at the age of 68. 
Sept. 17: Justice Qazi Faez Isa was sworn in as the 29th Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP). 
Sept. 17: CJP Justice Qazi Faez Isa appointed Jazeela Aslam 
as the Supreme Court's first-ever woman Registrar. 
Sept. 18: For the first time in judicial history of the country, the 
full court proceeding was telecasted live from Courtroom No, 1 
on the state television, which was also aired by all private TV 
channels. 
Sept. 18: The Federal Public Service Commission (FPSC) 
announced the result of CSS written examination 2023. 
Sept. 18: Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Sonia 
Shamroz Khan, who is serving as District Police Officer of 
Battagram in KP, received “Police Officer of the Year’ award at 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
Sept. 18: The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) was awarded 
ne Best Islamic Stock Exchange Award 2023 by the Global 


EXT 
rater that sit n front of, on top of, 


iy tute degens, dn rix de " 


. M 


Onlir 


M. Usman Butt 


Islamic Finance Awards (GIFA). 
Sept. 20: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) said in à report 


that smooth conduct of upcoming general election and the 
reform programme will help stabilise the country's economy and 
restore investors confidence in it, 

Sept. 20: Chief of the General Staff Saudi Armed Forces 
General Fayyadh bin Hamed Al-Ruwaili visited Naval 
Headquarters and called on Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Naveed 
Ashraf. 

Sept. 20: India's new Charge d'Affaires for Pakistan Ms Geetika 
Srivastava assumed her assignment in Islamabad — the first 
woman to become India's head of mission in Pakistan. 

Sept. 20: The federal cabinet approved the appointment of 
Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Tourism Syed Wasi 
Ahmed Fatemi as Chairman Pakistan Tourism Development 
(PTDC) Coordinating Board and Chairman PTDC Board of 
Directors, 

Sept. 20: The Ambassador of Thailand, Chakkrid Kraichaiwong, 
announced the revival of Thai Airways services from Pakistan. 
Sept. 20: The judicial magistrate of Islamabad shelved the 
murder case of journalist Arshad Sharif, 

Sept. 20: Shehroze Kashif scaled the eighth highest mountain 
Manaslu 8,163 metres tall in Nepal. 

Sept. 21: The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) started 
sending back corruption references to the accountability courts 
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tly, a sound as loud as thunder or an expl vin sod 
ex i ic i 
plosion caused panic in Dera Ghazi Khan city. Commissioner DGK division 


Bashir asked 
public not to i 
panic as the sound was caused by breaking of the sound barrier by à PAF 
whatis a sonic boom, 


ler jet. He said that a jet or an i 
exactly? The sound Me rec cba eue boom” Ia ihe sude iiia ime E 
jer id (d disi sonic boom" is the sudden onset and releas f * 
by! ee > "peak ov en res Ue ry 1 e of pressure after the buildup 
erit : spectacle, and it i i i j 
bame a 750 mies per Eie aiden il, An aircraft el no aircraft flying supersonic, breaking the sound 
s iD the water waves caused by a ship’ g through the atmosphere continuously produces air- 
— waves similar ind S ih “eA ship's bow. When the aircraft exceeds the speed of sound the 
I" jt (oy gno — Da ti "e forward from the generation or "release" point. E 
ath, similar to someone dropping objects from a ima "ide sl e Medi an ol fa EL ras 
| ! er M È ve ofthe ai 
backwards as it travels away from the aircraft. If the plane makes a E vk dl Wi hit the 


ound in front of the aircraft 
d à in pressure caused by sonic boom is only a few pounds per square foot. 


th of the Su Court's Se 
Bp. preme ca ome’ P bor TT E a landmark Neom project in Saudi Arabia, becoming 

“i o dg niim : wome rst Pakistani firm to do so. 
world's eighth highest mountain at 8,163 Sept. 22: The government of Saudi Arabia granted two-year 
extension to its ambassador in Pakistan Nawaf bin Said Al- 


,781 feet) in west Nepal. 
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar Malki. 
d ee General Assembly wherein he said the UN Sept. 22: President Alvi gave approval to the appointment of Dr 
onthe Kashmir issue are “the key to peace between Amjad Saqib as the chairman of Benazir Income Support 
C armed nations Programme (BISP). 
Sept. 22: The World Bank launched ‘Reforms for a Brighter 
Future: Time to Decide’ to contribute to the public debate on 


development policy priorities in Pakistan. 
Sept. 22: India freed Mirwaiz Umar Farooq a 


house arrest. 
Sept. 23: Pakista 
meeting convened by 
long-standing water 
nuclear neighbours. 

Sept. 24: Commissioning ceremony of the 1st Pakist 
MILGEM Ship PNS BABUR was held at Istanbul Naval 


Shipyard. Turkiye. 
Sept. 24: The World Bank advised Pakistan tO create a 
“National Council of Ministers” comprising key federal and 


provincial representatives to fill the vacuum for simultaneous 
ed strengthening of poorly performing federal and 


and coordinat 
es and accountability systems 
Anum Uzair became 


fter 212 weeks of 


ed in a two-day 


5 participat 
e the 


rt in Vienna to resolv 
n the two South Asian 


ni and Indian official 
a neutral expe 
dispute betwee 


an Navy 


provincial institutions, polici 
Sept. 24: Lahore-based Ahmed Uzair and 
the first Pakistani couple to have summited the world's eighth- 
highest peak Manaslu 8,163 metres tall in Nepal 

pt. 25: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi 
inaugurated the first-ever plastic road inthe province. 
Sept. 25: Ex-Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS) Tariq returned to the UK 
after 30 years of service for Pakistan Navy for conversion into à 
floating museum. 
Sept. 25: Anchorperson and YouTuber Imran Riaz Khan was 

safely 


“recovered” and reached his home 
25: The European Union released an additional one 


euros in humanitarian aid to Pakistan. 
; The Intelligence Bureau (IB) withdrew a review 


petition against the judgment delivered in à Suo moto case by 
the Supreme Court in 2019 on the Faizabad sit-in. 
Pakistan and Germany signed the first draft of an 


Sept. 26: 
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SMART Governance implies | 


Moral 
l'eehnologieal intervention 


Accouritable 
To formulate effect 


Simple 


To develop à use! 


in aligmment- with ethical 
values while framing the 
pólis 


fnendly approach in manaágenment 


governance informatior yster 


Agreement (Pak-GCC FTA) was 
ceremoniously inked. 

Sept. 30: Sindh High Court puisne 
judge Justice Irfan Saadat Khan 
was appointed as acting chief 
justice of the high court. 

Oct. 01: Multinational Joint Special 
Forces Exercise "Eternal 


l- Transparent 


m = — Brotherhood-ll" concluded in 
agreement for the elimination of double taxation on income and Rawalpindi. 

the prevention of tax evasion between the two countries. Oct. 02: The federal cabinet approved the appointment of 
Sept. 27: The ECP published the lists of preliminary delimitation Lieutenant General Munir Afsar as the chairman of the National 
of constituencies based on the recently concluded census. Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) — first time that a 
Sept. 27: The Planning Commission's Chief Economist, Dr serving three-star general has been appointed chairman of this 
Nadeem Javaid, resigned. organization of national importance. 

Sept. 28: The UN General Assembly convened an informal Oct. 03: The government gave November 1 deadline for all 
meeting in New York to review the implementation of its last illegal immigrants to leave Pakistan or face deportation and 


year's resolution to help Pakistan rebuild, to increase aid and to seizure of properties and businesses. 
keep up the political will to provide long-term support to Oct. 03: The president appointed Vice Admiral Naveed Ashraf 


Pakistan. as the new Chief of Naval Staff and elevated him to the rank of 
Sept. 28: The IAEA launched a publication highlighting the role Admiral. 


of Pakistan to strengthen South-South Cooperation through the Oct. 03: Caretaker PM Kakar nominated Interior Minister 
promotion of peaceful uses of nuclear technology. Sarfraz Ahmad Bugti, Federal Minister for Privatization Fawad 
Sept. 29: The Pakistan-Gulf Cooperation Council Free Trade Hasan Fawad, Minister for Law and Justice Ahmad Irfan, 


Kea aa — — — — — 


N -Karabakh, known as Artsakh by Armenians, is à Armenia, and Iran. 
ieniiocied mountainous area in the Caucasus region (the The east of the country is bordered by the Caspian Sea. 
| transcontinental region between the Black Sea and the Caspian Much of the north and west is covered by the Caucasus Mountains. 
Capital city: Baku. 
Sea). r 
| is i j rt of Azerbaijan but its Azerbaijan Is abundant in oll and natural gas. i 
| Aus, cn doni Maren p atn Yanar Dag, à famous site in Azerbaijan, has a natural eternal fire 
| They have their own government which has enjoyed close links to m by — — gro — o; ^ yore ar 
Armenia' ially recognised by Armenia or any e Caspian Sea. 8 uniqu 
EN ga MN T Azerbaijan's nickname, "The Land of Fire." 


| other country, ' 
| The conflict dates back to the late 1980s when the region declared Armenia 
| its independence from Azerbaijan as the Soviet Union collapsed. A landlocked 


The first war erupted between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the country in the 
territory, which ended with à ceasefire in 1994, leaving Nagorno- Caucasus with 
Karabakh and some surrounding areas under Armenian control. Turkey to the 
The ceasefire was frequently violated by both sides, and several west, Georgia to 
attempts to negotiate a peaceful settlement failed. the north, and 
In 2020, Azerbaijan launched the Second Karabakh War, winning à Azerbaijan to the 
resounding victory and retaking seven surrounding districts and east, 
about à third of Nagorno-Karabakh Capital: Yerevan. 
Russia brokered a peace deal after the Second Karabakh War in Armenia is a 
2020 and provided for up to 1,960 Russian peacekeepers mountainous 
stationed in the region. country. 

an Higheat Peak: 

is a country in Asia that is bordered by Russia, Georgia, — MountArarat. 


— - 
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Hardeep Singh Nijjar was born in the district of 
Jalandhar in the North indian state of Punjab. 
As a young man in 1997, he moved to Canada, 
where he married, had two sons and worked 
as a plumber. 
Settled in the province of British Columbia, 
he also made a name for himself as a vocal 
advocate for the creation of Khalistan - à 
rate homeland for Sikhs, who are à 
religious minority that makes up 296 of 
India's population. 
ə Hehad been labelled a terrorist 
by India, accused of, among 
other activities, being the 
*mastermind” behind the 
Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF), a 
banned militant group in the 


country. 

He was 45 years old when he 

Senator Danesh Kumar and Senator Palwasha Khan as new 
members of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council. 
Oct. 03: The government announced a 10 percent processing 
fee on items imported under the Afghan transit trade agreement. 
Oct. 04: COAS General Asim discussed the "recent regional 

. developments” with US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin during à 


phone call. 
Oct 05: Caretaker PM Kakar inaugurated the newly- 


dian Ocean Rim Association ClORA) 


» Established In 1997 as an intergovernmental 
of States on the rim of the Indian Ocean, 


the IORA has members from Africa, West Asia, South 
Asia, Southeast Asia and Oceania. 
: Strengthening regional cooperation and 

| development within the Indian Ocean 


e. 


ré 


body is the Council of Foreign Ministers 
meets annually. 

of Senior Officials (CSO) meets twice a 
ress IORA's agenda. 


sie, 
= 


Jn 


rs and 11 dialogue partners. 
i States of the indian Ocean Rim are eligible 
the Association. 

Comoros, French Republic, India, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, 
| Oman, Seychelles, Singapore, 

Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thalland, 
| Yemen are Its members. 
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" Hardeep Singh Nijjar 


was shot dead by two masked gunmen outside a | 
Sikh temple in a Vancouver suburb on a June | 
summer evening this year 
T Those close to him have said he was 
warned by Canadian intelligence services 
before his death about threats to his | 
safety. 
= To his supporters, Mr Nijjar - who 
became a Canadian citizen in 2007 - was 
a peaceful advocate for Sikh 
independence and a man 
who cared deeply about his | 
community 
« Alarge memorial has been set | 
up for him outside the Surrey | 
Gurdwara doors where he | 
served as president. His | 
funeral was attended by | 
hundreds. | 


„the-art National Emergencies Operation 
anage natural 


established state-of 
Centre (NEOC) to help in coordinated efforts to m 
disasters. 

Oct. 05: The European Parliament unanimously voted to extend 
the current generalised system of preferences (GSP) for 
another four years until 2027 for developing countries, including 
Pakistan, to enjoy duty-free or minimum duty on exports to the 


European market. 


LJ 
ARTICLE 49 OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION STATES: 
“THE OCCUPYING POWER SHALL NOT DEPORT OR TRANSFER 

PARTS OF ITS OWN CIVILIAN POPULATION INTO THE 
TERRITORY IT OCCUPIES." IT ALSO PROHIBITS THE "INDIVIDUAL 
OR MASS FORCIBLE TRANSFERS, AS WELL AS DEPORT ATIONS 
OF PROTECTED PERSONS FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORY" 


KASHMIR PALESTINE 
India's settler agenda Since the occupation 
describes the purported first began in June 
Indian government 1967, Israel has 
Initiatives to Influence implemented policies of 
non-Kashmiris land confiscation, illegal 
settlement in the area in settlement and 
order to alter Kashmir's dispossession. Despite 
qii adio multiple UN resolutions 
Situ ts isaven ihs condemning its actions, 
region's Muslim Israel has continued to 
majority and change its appropriate Palestinian 
political and cultural land and support at 
environment to Muslim '@48t 600,000 settlers 
minority and ultimately living in the occupied 
an ail Hindu state. West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. 
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t i: Virgin Galactic made history by launching the first 
Pakistan! ilim to the final 


frontier alongside two other travellers 
Shahzada Ahsan Ashraf was inducted into the 


woman into space, taking Namira < 


caretaker federal cabinet 
Admiral Naveed Ashraf assumed the command of 
Pakistan Navy as the 23rd Chief of the Naval Staff 
': Pakistan's journey in the 19th Asian Games came to an 
end with just one silver and two bronze medals 
An independent evaluation report, undertaken by the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) on climate change from 2011 to 
2020, reveals that Pakistan received the lowest climate 
financing of just 5 percent in the last decade, while India secured 
20 percent 
Pakistan hunted down a target of 345 against Sri 
Lanka, the highest-ever chase in a World Cup 
: The Supreme Court, with a majority decision 10-5, 
sustained the Supreme Court (Practice and Procedure) Act 
2023, a law aimed at clipping the administrative powers of the 
chief justice of Pakistan as being constitutional, and dismissed 
the pleas challenging the vires of the law 
C 11: By a majority of 8-7, sub-section (2) of Section 5 of the 
Act (granting a right to appeal retrospectively) was declared to 


be ultra vires the Constitution 
The caretaker government appointed Sami Malik as 


ambassador to Morocco to replace Hamid Asghar Khan 
Master Changan Motors Ltd (MCML), a joint venture 


between Pakistan's Master Group and China's Changan 
Automobile exported its first batch of 14 Oshan X7 SUVs to 
Kenya, marking a historic milestone for the Pakistani automotive 


industry 
Oc Chief of Staff of Oatar's armed forces Lt Gen (Pilot) 


Salem Hamad Eqail Al-Nabet called COAS General Asim at the 


Exoplanet Types 


turn or Jupiter, or much 
scorching 


lude "hot Jupiters 
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Medal Standings 


The 19th Asían Games Hangzhou 


GHQ 
: Pakistan was ranked 102nd out of 125 countries in the 


Global Hunger Index-2023 
Pakistani chocolate hero Waheed Murad's widow 


Salma Waheed Murad passed away 
President Alvi conferred the insignia of Nishan-e-Imtiaz 
(Military) upon Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf 
Chief Minister of Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar Khan 


officially launched the Gilgit-Baltistan Commission on the Status 


of Women 


Terrestrial 

Eatth-sized or smaller, mostly 
made of rock and metal. Some 
could possess oceans or 
atmospherés and perhaps 
other signsof habitability: 


Neptune-Like 


Similar in size-to our own 

Neptune and Uranus; with hydrogen 

or helium*dominated atmospheres 
"Mini Neptunes. not found in ouf 

solar system, are smaller than Neptune 
but larger than Earth 


Super-Earth 

Typically "terrestrial," or 
rocky, and more massive 
than Earth but lighter than 
Neptune: They might or 
might not have atmospheres 


; around their stars 
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16: Mexico extradited Ovidio Guzman Lopez, the son of 
Cartel kingpin Joaquin "El Chapo” Guzman, to the 
United States to face narcotics charges, 
16: The leaders of Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger signed 
ye Liptako-Gourma Charter establishing the Alliance of 
States (AES) which aims to establish an architecture of 
defence and mutual assistance for the benefit of 
ations. 
ant, 17; White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
met with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi. 
Sept, 17: The Federal Republic of Somalia launched a national 
idel tion system - a state of the art biometric identifica- 
| system that will provide Somalis with a secure and 
rsally recognised form of 
ification - with the 
ort of Pakistan's Nadra. 
17; Armenian separatists 
erbaijan's breakaway 
ve of Nagorno-Karabakh 
| on delivery of 
supplies through 
controlled by 


Y 
du 


The air defence system was likely co 
simultaneous and consecutive incom 
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breakaway Nagorno- Karabakh region, 
Sept, 19: The Council of the European Union appointed 


Bulgarian economist Ilana Ivanova as the new EU 


Commissioner lor Innovation, Research, € ulture, Education 


and youth. 
Sept. 20: British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak del 


country's targets for changing cars and domestic heating 
until 2035 from 2030. 
Sept. 20: India's lower house of parliament passed à bill that 
seeks to reserve one-third of seats in India's lower house and 
state assemblies for women. 

Sept. 20: The EU announced to deliv 
euros ($150 million) to Afghanistan, 
and girls, after confirming they would be 


assistance. 


ayed his 


er ald worth 140 million 
especially for women 
nefit from the 


HOW ISRAEL'S IRON DOME STRUGGLED TO DEFEND 
AGAINST HAMAS'S HEAVY ROCKET FIRE 


mpromised when faced with 
ing projectiles 


pt, 17; South Africa beat 

iustralia in the fifth and final Target assessment Limited interception 

pe Day International to and engagement from defence missiles 
— cniin OP ERN System breach 


pi 17: India routed Sri Lanka 
nch their eighth Asia Cup 
t 18: Canadian Prime 


KE i 


t s and Iran each released five 
+ swap deal that also gives Tehran 


har2000 eum crm ie nnm 


oup 0332-5339708 
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Detection 
and Tracking 
Radar 


Sept, 20: Archaeologists unearthed the oldest wooden 
structure ever discovered, dating from nearly half a million 
years ago, at Kalambo Falls in the north of Zambia near (he 
border with Tanzania, 

Sept. 20: Sixty-seven countries at the United Nations signed a 
first-ever treaty on protecting the international high seas. 
Sept. 21: Syrian President Bashar al-Assad began his first 
official trip to China In almost two decades. 

Sept. 21: Rupert Murdoch the chairman of his media empire, a 
conservative behemoth that helped shape politics around the 
world, announced to step down and hand control to his son 
Lachlan, in mid-November, 

Sept. 22: US Senator Robert Menendez, the powerful head of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, was indicted on 


HONE! TO ty 


— anda 
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corruption charges for a second time. 

Sept. 22: C hinese President Xi Jinping announced a "strategic 
partnership" with Syria during talks with President Bashar al- 
Assad. 

Sept. 22: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken called on India 
to cooperate with Canada and ensure "accountability" over 
the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar. 

Sept. 23: David Cohen, the United States Ambassador to 
Canada, said that a "shared intelligence among Five Eyes 
partners" provided Prime Minister Justin Trudeau with 
information about the connection between the death of Sikh 
leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar and the Indian government. 

Sept. 23: Chinese President Xi Jinping declared the 19th Asian 
Games open at à colourful ceremony in Hangzhou. 

Sept. 24: A Nasa capsule landed in the desert in the US state of 
Utah, carrying to Earth the largest asteroid samples ever 
collected, 

Sept. 24: Ethiopian Tigist Assefa smashed the women's 
marathon world record by more than two minutes in Berlin. 
Sept, 25: Ukraine received US Abrams battle tanks. 

Sept. 25: President Emmanuel Macron announced that France 
will end its military presence in Niger and pull its ambassador 
out of the country as a result of the coup that removed the 
democratically elected president. 

Sept. 26: Army chiefs and senior officers from 30 countries 
including the United States met in India to discuss threats 
facing the Asia-Pacific region, in the face of concern at an 
increasingly assertive China. 

Sept. 26: China unveiled a white paper outlining its vision for 
building a global community of shared future, 

Sept. 26: President Biden joined striking auto workers on the 
picket line in Michigan in a historic first for a sitting US 
president. 

Sept. 26: The speaker of Canada's parliament Anthony Rota 


Online Book store. 0332-53399708 
——— 


resigned, days after he singled out a Ukrainian veteran wi 


apparently fought for the Nazis during World War jj for a 


standing ovation. 
Sept. 26: Israel's Tourism Minister Haim Katz reached Saudi 


Arabia for the first such high-level public visit to the 
kingdom. 

Sept. 26: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
launched its inaugural Climate Action Plan (CAP). 

Sept. 27: Iran's Revolutionary Guards "successfully" launche 4 


anew military imaging satellite Nour-3. 
Sept. 27: The European Court of Human Rights began hearing 


a case brought by six Portuguese youths against 32 hations 
for not doing enough to stop global warming 

Sept. 27: The Writers Guild of America (WGA) leadership 
voted unanimously to end the strike. 

Sept. 27: Nepal bludgeoned 314-3 in their 20 overs, beating 
the previous highest T20 men's inter-national innings of 
278-3 by Afghanistan against Ireland in 2019. 

Sept. 27: Nepal's Kushal Malla scored the fastest T20 
international century, off 34 balls while Dipendra Singh Airee 
hit a scarcely believable eight sixes in an unbeaten 52 off 10 


balls. 
Sept. 28: North Korea enshrined its status as à nuclear power 


in its constitution, 
Sept. 28: Celebrated British-Irish actor Michael Gambon, best 


known for playing Albus Dumbledore in six of the eight 
"Harry Potter" films, died aged 82. 

Sept, 28: Germany signed a deal to acquire the Israeli-made 
Arrow 3 hypersonic missile system that will become a key 
part of Europe's defence against air attack - Worth around 
$3.5 billion (3.3 billion euros), the sale is the biggest ever deal 
for Israel's military industry. 

Sept. 29: The Afghan embassy in India announced to suspend 
all operations from Oct. 01 after the ambassador and other 
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ts left the country for Europe and the United 
states where they gained asylum. 
2% Senator Dianne Feinstein, a titan of US political 
who notched a string of legislative achievements 
a trailblazing three-decade career in the Senate, died 


90. 
| m 29; The Afghan embassy in India announced to suspend 
after the ambassador and other 


all operations from Oct, 01 
ts left the country for Europe and the United 


States where they gained asylum. 

Sept. 30: The fifth meeting of the Moscow Format 
i on Afghanistan at the level of special 
tives and senior officials from China, India, Iran, 
'hstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Turkmenistan and 
sotan was held in the Russian city of Kazan. 

30:At the Asian Games, North Korea's Ri Song Gum set a 
ang world record as she won gold secured gold on her 
ond attempt in the clean and jerk at 122kg. 

‘Sept. 30: Pro-China candidate Mohamed Muizzu won 
, tial election in the Maldives, winning 54.06 percent 
oft vote in the run-off contest. 

gpi. 30: Democrats overwhelmingly backed an eleventh- 
mur measure to keep federal funding going for 
albeit with a freeze on Washington's massive aid to 


iept. 30: A new roadmap to reduce the environmental risks 
^m chemicals and waste was adopted at a United Nations 


ference in Paris. 
.01:A United Nations mission visited Nagorno-Karabakh 


he first time in about 30 years. 
K f ] populist Smer-SD party that wants to stop 


y aid to Ukraine and is critical of the EU and Nato won 
e EU launched the first phase of the world's first 


system to impose CO, emissions tariffa on imported steel, 


cement and other goods. 

Oct. 02: The United States and the Philippines launched 
annual joint naval war games "Samasama" (Tagalog for 
Together). 

Oct, 03: The US House of Representatives voted to oust 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy from his Job, marking the first time 
in history that the House removed its leader. 

Oct. 03: Indonesia's Rahmat Erwin Abdullah set à 
weightlifting world record and secured gold with a lift of 
201kg in the men's 73kg clean and Jerk, which beat the 
previous record of 200kg which he set last December. 

Oct. 03: Armenian lawmakers approved a key step towards 
joining the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

Oct. 03: Canada's House of Commons elected Greg Fergus as 
its new speaker, making the Liberal Party lawmaker the first 
Black Canadian to hold the post. 
Oct. 05: The ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 2023 started in 
India, 

Oct. 07: Palestinian group Hamas launche 
scale attack against Israel, 

Oct. 07: A strong earthquake of 6.3 magnitude hit western 
Afghanistan. 

Oct. 07: President Putin anno 
to Uzbekistan via Kazakhstan, a boost for Ru 
hit by a flurry of Western sanctions. 

Oct. 07: A Spanish company PLD Space launched the 
country's first private rocket: Miura 1. 
Oct. 07: South Africa posted the highest ever World Cup total 
of 428, against Sri Lanka. 

Oct. 07: Amazon's first pair of prototype satellites for its 
planned Kuiper internet network were launched into space 


from Florida. 
Oct. 08: Hosts China racked up a record 201 gold medals as 


d a surprise large- 


unced the start of gas supplies 
ssia's industry 


GK Tidbits 
| the Prisoners of War 41. Pakistan ratified the Convention on the Rights 22. Zong 4G CEO and chairman is: Huo Junii 
of the Child in: November 1990 23. The current Chairman of Competition 
12. Iliana Ivanova, the new EU Commissioner for Commission of Pakistan (CCP) is: Dr. Kabir 
, Research, Culture, Education and Ahmed Sidhu 
Youth, is from: Bulgaria 24. The United Nations Refugee Convention was 
43. The 2023 World Geothermal Congress was adopted in: 1951 
held in; Beijing, 25. The European Court of Human Rights is based 
44, The international Day of Peace is observed In: Strassbourg 
26. Guddu Power Plant, also known as Central 


annually on: Sept. 21 
45. The United Nations was founded on: Oct. 24, 


Power Generation Company Limited, was built in 
1980s with the joint technical cooperation and 
financial assistance from; USSR 


27. Kampala is the capital and largest city of 


Uganda 

p—MÓ Uganda 
. The inaugural cricket World C 

wm up took place in 

first cricket World Cup co-hosted 

rg terme ed pom 
Pakistan's current Ambassador to the Russi 

win v. abes P" Khalid Jamali isis 

Mahmudabad, a cl 
et of Quilt tam, Was: Amir Ahmed Men 
Shaikh Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah was a 
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the curtain came down on the 19" Asian Games In Hangzhou, 
Oct. 08: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan Inaugurated the first 
church. built with government backing in overwhelmingly 
Muslim Turkiye's 100-year history as a post-Ottoman state, 
Oct. 09: The Council of Europe awarded Its top rights prize to 
jailed Turkish philanthropist Osman Kavala, who has come 
under repeated attack from President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
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Oct, 11: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and h 
political rival Benny Gantz, à former defence minister 
announced an emergency government for the duration of th, 
current conflict with Hamas. 

Oct. 12: A Swedish court convicted a man of inciting ethnic 
hatred with a 2020 Holy Quran burning, the first time the 


Oct. 09: Majority Leader in US Senate 
Chuck Schumer met Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in Beijing, 

Oct. 09: The IMF and World Bank began 
talks in Marrakech (Morocco) - their first 
annual meetings on African soil in 50 
years, Both institutions traditionally hold 
their annual gathering of finance 
ministers and central bank governors 
outside their Washington headquarters 
every three years. 

Oct. 10: The UN General Assembly 
rejected a bid by Russia to regain a seat on 
the Human Rights Council, from which it 
was ousted after invading Ukraine, 

Oct. 10: The United Kingdom and 
Republic of Ireland will co-host Euro 
2028, while Italy and Turkiye will be joint 
hosts of the 2032 tournament, UEFA 
announced, 

Oct. 11: The UN Human Rights Council 
voted to set up an independent fact- 
finding mission to probe alleged rights 
abuses in Sudan's brutal fighting. 

Oct, 11: Sri Lanka secured a tentative 
agreement to à debt restructure with 


country's court system has tried the charge for desecrating 


1.1 billion out of 6.1 billion Across 110 coum 
41 billion out of 6.1 billion 
people in TIO countries livein rides ve 
Multidimensional Poverty 
multidimensional poverty Index 
"m countr Medie 
POVERISHED 
Maan DA LV Mi TU0-SAHADAR 2020 and 2023 
ET NE —— 
165 million people have 
e Number in poverty — Poverty Rate been padat MD D 
than $3.65 a day 
East Asia and Pacific 
106M a tok ts a pelana 
PAS ( ) 
iv 
South Aala 
309M 
(ON 34.9% 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
534M ——— Excluding South Asia and 
f- Sub-Saharan Africa, 65% of 
n i 47.0* the 
b. live in China, Indonesia, 
Myanmar, Sudan, and 
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] Islam's holy book. 

Oct, 12: The International Olympic Committee 
nded Russia's national Olympic body with 

"immediate effect” for violating the territorial 

| ty of Ukraine's membership. 

Oet 12: Vladimir Putin reached Kyrgyzstan, his 

first foreign visit since the International 

Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for him 


Flag of the USA 


in March. 

Oct 13: The International Olympic Committee s 
executive board approved the inclusion of 
Cricket in the Olympics at the 2028 Los Angeles 


Games. 
Oct. 14: The week-long annual meetings of the 
tnternational Monetary Fund and World Bank in 
Morocco wrapped up. 

Oct. 14: One of Iran's most prominent film- 
| makers, Dariush Mehrjui, was stabbed to death, 
i 
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Oct. 14: Saudi Arabia suspended talks on 
potentially normalising ties with Israel. 

Oct. 15: Afghanistan pulled off one of the 
greatest World Cup shocks when they defeated 
defending champions England by 69 runs in 


New Delhi. 
Oct. 15: International Olympic Committee 


members voted to allow a double allocation of 
two successive Winter Games in 2030 and 2034. 
Oct. 15: Hubert Hurkacz defeated fifth seed 
Andrey Rublev to win a thrilling Shanghai 
Masters final. 

Oct. 15: Italy's Francesco Bagnaia won the Indonesia MotoGP. 

Oct. 15: The e-Safety Commission of Australia fined Elon 


Musk's social media platform X $386,000 for failing to 
Cooperate with a probe into anti-child abuse practices, 


NP  —  — 


- The 13. red and white stripes 
represent the first 13 British 
colonies to declare independence 

- The colour tedrepresents bravery 
and courage 

-The colour. white represents purity 
and innocence 


- The 50 stars represent 
the 50 states of America 
- The colour blue 
represents vigilance, 
perseverance & justice 


Oct, 15: Poles voted in parliamentary elections that will 
determine the country's future ties with the European Union 


and neighbouring Ukraine. 
Oct. 15: Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev raised the 


national flag in the capital of the former breakaway region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 


d assisi in: Blood clotting 
that removes excess water 


doctor who epacialzen in 


nz 
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78. A stellar explosion that occurs when a star 


launched in; 2013 
80. A highly potent greenhouse gas that is 


trm 

88. SOG 12 refers to: Responsible 
Consumption and Production 

86. Currently, the number of countries where 


68. The world's first independent Black-led 
republic is: Halt 
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89. World White Cane Day is observed globally 


| reaches the end of its life cycle is called: on; Oct, 15 
cal name for a kangaroo's pouch is; Supernova 90. International Coral Reef Initiative was founded 
79, The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was in; 1994 


91. Multicellular vertebrates that live both on land 
and water are called: Amphibians 


ru for about 30% of global warming since 92. The Chashma Nuclear plant was built with help 

in caused by amatfunction of colisin; the Industrial Revolution is: Methane of China 
01, Intemational Energy Agency was established 93. The highest point above the sea level in 

part of human body that does an —in: 1074 (Paris) Pakistanis: K2 
| Teeth 82. The United Nations Environment Programme 94. The mountain range in which K2 is located is: 
that forme hair and nails is: nn gree s Karakoram range 
i United Nations Environment Programme 95, The second highest peak of Hin 

for low blood sugar is: is headquarteredin: Nairobi, Kenya Ma ee 
64. The concept of carbon credit originated from: 96. The highest mountain in Afghanistan is: 


Noshaq 

97. The length of Karakoram High 4 
miles (1,300 km) BURLEY 
98. The Karakoram Highway is also known as: 


caled. cg ena "un Bilk Road 
» The United Nations Security 99. The Prime Minister of 
Mission in Haiti will be led by: Kenya resignation ltr i: The ras a writes his 


100. A bicameral legislature was provi 
| provided for th 
firsttime in the Constitution of Pakistan of: 1973 : 


Bis rPsc 
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1. On Sept. 16, — Shabbir 
defended his title in the 27th CNS 
Open Golf Championship. 

a) Islamabad' (b) K “hi' 

(c) Sialkot's (d) e pr 


2. On Sept. 16, the Punjab o 
established an irem d Aigar n 
Se that replaced the... 


(b) CIA 
(d) Mujahid Force 


3. On Sept. 16, a legenda 
] Aedes 
language poet, Mubarak Qazi, passed 


(c) Elite Force 


away at the age of 68, 
(a) Balochi (b) Sindhi 
(c) Seraiki (d) Punjabi 


4. On Sept. 17, Justice Qazl Faez Isa 
was sworn in as the ___ Chief 
Justice of Pakistan. 

(a) 29th (b) 30th 

(c) 32nd (d) 33rd 


5. On Sept. 17, CJP Justice Qazi Faez 
Isa appointed ______ às the Supreme 
Court's first-ever woman Registrar. 
(a) Malka Bokhari (b) Kamila Shamsi 


(c) Salma Minhas (d) Jazeela Aslam 
6.0n...... , the full court proceeding 
was telecasted live for the first time in 
Pakistan. 
(a) Sept. 16 (b) Sept. 17 
€) Se pt I5 (d) Sept. 19 
Zz Bn , the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange was awarded the Best 
Islamic Stock Exchange Award 2023 
by Global Islamic Finance Awards. 
(a) Sept. 17 (b) Sept. 18 
(c) Sept. 19 (d) Sept. 20 

Geetika Srivastava 
e oai a woman to become 
(a) India's Lanka's 
(o 's (d)Nepal's 


9. The current Chairman of the 


tan Tourism Development 
board of Directors 1s ....... 


P GK CORNER a 


Anwaarul Haq Kakar addressed the 
UN General Assembly on .........-: 

(a) Sept. 20 (b) Sept. 21 

(c) Sept, 22 (d) Sept. 23 


13. The current ambassador of Saudi 
Arabia to Pakistan is HORA 
(a) Nawaf bin d AI-Mall 
(b) Khalid bin Salman 
(c) Abdullah Al-Saud 
(d) Faisal Al-Hegelan 


14, On Sept. 22, President Alvi gave 
approval to the appointment of ........ 
as the chairman of Benazir Income 
Support Programme (BISP). 

(a) Dr Amjad Saqib 
(b) Kashmala Tariq 
(c) Sania Ashiq 


15. On Sept. 22, Pakistan's ..--.. 
secured a landmark Neom project in 
Saudi Arabia, becoming the first 
Pakistani firm to do so. 

(a) Nespal (b) Descon 

(c) FWO (d) NLC 


(d) Seemi Raheel 


16. On Sept. 22, the ...... launched 
‘Reforms for a Brighter Future: Time 
to Decide' to contribute to the public 


debate on development 
ties in Pakistan. , pay 
(a) World Bank 


(b) IPRI 
(c) UNDP (d) UN-Women 


water dispute between the tae 


(a) (b) Vie 
Me ve (Ws 2s 
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a — mem—— 


inaugurated the first-ever plastic road 
in the province |o REA 
(a) Faisalabad 


(c) Rawalpindi (d) Multan 


museum. 


(a) Taimoor (b) Ghazi 


(d) Abdali 


21. On Sept. 26, Pakistan and 
signed the first draft of an agreement 
for the elimination of double taxation 
on income and the prevention of tax 
evasion between the two countries, 
(a) France (b) China 

(d) Sweden 


ld 


(b) Dr Qais Aslam 


(d) Qaisar Bengali 


23. On Sept. 28, the UN General 
Assembly convened an informal 
meeting to review the 
implementation of its last year's 
resolution to help Pakistan rebuild, 
(a) Bonn (b) New York 
(c) Nairobi (d) Ankara 

24. The Pakistan-Gulf Cooperation 
Council Free Trade Agreement (Pak- 
GCC FTA) was inked on ______. 

i ! ) (b) Sept. 30 

(c) Oct. 01 (d) Oct. 02 


25. On Sept. 30, Justice Irfan Saadat 
Khan was appointed as acting chief 


justice of the —— — high court. 
(a) Sindh (b) Balochistan 
(c) Peshawar (d) Islamabad 


26. The first serving three-star 
general the chairman of the 


_ 
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Ashraf assumed the command of 
pakistan Navy as the ...... Chief of 


j Naval Staff. 
Oy Dard (b) 24th 
(Q25th (d) 29th 
pakistan won just one silver and 
E bronze medals at the 19th 
One (b) Two 
te Three (d) Six 
31. On Oct. 10, Pakistan hunted down 
a target of 345 t. the 
highest-ever chase in a World Cup. 
(a) Australia (b) South Africa 
(c) Sri Lanka (d) New Zealand 


32, On Oct, 11, the Supreme Court, 
with a majority decision ....... 
sustained the Supreme Court (Practice 


and Procedure) Act 2023. 
(b) 12-3 
(d) 10-5 


= 33, On Oct. 12, the caretaker 
T nent appointed Sami Malik as 
orto. S 


(b) UK 
(d) Morocco 


34. Pakistan has been ranked ....... 
‘out of 125 countries in the Global 
Hunger Index-2023. 

(a) 85th (b) 94th 

| 4g 102nd (d) 118th 

35, On Oct 13, President Alvi 


conferred .......... tary) upon Chief 
r ' Naval gym Naveed 


D 


v ian-e-Imtiaz 


gha-e-Imtiaz 


Chashma Nuclear plant was 
the help of ........ 
! (b) Canada 
(d) China 
Is divided into ...... 
divisions. 


(b) Three 
(d) Five 


Electorate is the main 


4 hw. re 
«Mn pave 


of the goals ù 


Irganization 


omn d 
Jur PD OUD U - 


ot | UNITED NATIONS DAY 


(a) Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 
(b) Government of India Act, 1919 
(c) Government of India Act, 1912 
(d) Minto-Morley Reform 


39. Dar-ul-Uloom Deoband was 
founded in ______. 
(a)1865 (b) 1866 
(c) 1867 (d)1868 


40. The State Bank auditorium in 
Islamabad functioned as the National 


Assembly of Pakistan for ........... years. 
(a) 7 (b) 8 
(010 (d) 14 


INTERNATIONAL 


1. On Sept. 16, the leaders of Mali, 
Burkina Faso and ...... signed the 
Liptako-Gourma Charter establishing 


the Alliance of Sahel States (AES). 
(a) Niger (b) Chad 
(c) Sudan (d) Nigeria 


support of Pakistan's Nadra. 
(a) Hungary (b) Somalia 
(c) Brazil (d) Argentina 


3. Nagorno-Karabakh is à breakaway 
enclave of ....... 

(a) Armenia (b) Turkiye 

(c) Azerbaijan (d) Iran 

4. On Sept. 17, India routed ........ to 
clinch their eighth Asia Cup title. 

(a) Afghanistan (b) Pakistan 

(c) Bangladesh (d) Sri Lanka 


5, On Sept. 18, the United States and 
...... each released five detainees in 
a prisoner-swap deal that also gives 
the latter access to $6 billion in long- 


frozen oil funds. 
(b) Afghanistan 


(a) Syria 

(c) North Korea (d) [ran 

6. On Sept. 19, --..-- released the 
world's first eothermal industry 
f 

(a) Qatar (b) Germany 

(c) China (d) France 


UN Charter m m 
Y 

A 

£X y 

|) 


7. On Sept. 19, the EU appointed ______ 
economist Iliana Ivanova as the new 
EU Commissioner for Innovation, 
Research, Culture, Education and 
Youth. 
(a) Bulgarian (b) Serbian 
(c) Norwegian (d) Swedish 


8. On Sept. 20, British Prime Minister 


Rishi Sunak delayed his country's 
targets for changing cars and 


domestic heating until |... 
(a) 2030 (b) 
(c) 2040 (d) 2045 


9, On Sept. 20, archaeologists 
unearthed the oldest wooden 
structure ever discovered, dating 
from nearly half a million years ago, 
at Kalambo Falls in the north of ......... 
(a) Za! (b) Tanzania 

(c) Argentina (d) Mexico 


10. On _____., 67 countries signed à 
first-ever treaty on protecting the 
international high seas. 

(a) Sept. 18 (b) Sept. 20 

(c) Sept. 22 (d) Sept. 27 


11. On Sept. 23, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping declared the .....- Asian 
Games open in Hangzhou. 
(a) 17th (b) 18th 
(c) 19th (d) 20th 


12. On Sept. 26, the speaker of ........ 
parliament Anthony Rota resigned, 
days after he singled out à Ukrainian 
veteran who apparently fought for 
the Nazis during World War Il for a 
standing ovation. 

(a) France's (b) Norway's 

(c) Switzerland's (d) Canada 


13. On Sept. 27, Iran's Revolutionary 
Guards "successfully" launched à 
new military imaging satellite______ | 
(a) Nour-3 (b) Yazd-4 

(c) Isfahan-1 (d) Nour-6 

14. On Sept. 27, ~----- bludgeoned 


314-3 to break the previous highest 
T20 men's international innings of 


j 
npia 


278-3 by Afghanistan. 
(a) Nepal (b) Australia 
(c) England (d) India 


15. On Sept. 27, Nepal's Singh Airee hit 
eight e in an unbeaten 52 off 


IENS s. 
(a) 8 (b) I 

(c)12 (d) 13 

16, On Sept. 28, ...... enshrined its 


status as a nuclear power in its 
constitution. 

(a) North Korea — (b)Israel 

(c) India (d) Iran 


17. On Sept. 28, ..... signed a deal to 
acquire the Israelixmade Arrow 3 
hypersonic missile system that will 
become a key part of Europe's 
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defence against air attack, 
(à) United States (b) Armenia 
(c) Germany (d) Albania 


18. On Sept, 30, Pro-China candidate 
Mohamed Muizzu won presidential 
electionin . 

(b) The Maldives 

(d) Nepal 


19. On Oct. 01, the ______ launched the 
first phase of the world's first system 
to impose CO, emissions tariffs on 
imported Steel, cement and other 


(a) UK 


(b) UNDP 
(c) EU 


(d) UNEP 


20. On Oct. 02, the United States and 
launched annual joint naval 

war games "Samasama". 

(a) United Kingdom (b) Maldives 

(c) South Korea (d) Philippines 


eL "Un ame ; the US House of 
Representatives voted to oust 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy from his job, 


23. The ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 
2023 started In India on -—---- 

(a) Oct, 01 (b) Oct. 05 

(c) Oct. 07 (d) Oct, 09 


BA QU wesw , Palestinian group 
M" launched a surprise large- 
scale attack against Israel, 

(a) Oct. 07 (b) Oct. 08 

(c) Oct. 09 (d) Oct. 10 


5. On Oct. 07, posted the 
M ever World Cup total of 428, 
against Sri Lanka. 
(a) South Africa 
(c) India 


26. The country that won the most 
gold medals (201) at the 19th Asian 


(b) Australia 
(d) New Zealand 


Games in Hangzhou Was anna 
(a) India (b) China 
(c) Japan (d) South Korea 


27, On Oct. 09, the Council of Europe 
awarded its top rights prize to jailed 
philanthropist Osman Kavala. 
(b) Turkish 


(a) Serbian 


marking another first in US history, (c) Iraqi (d) Iranian 
(a) Sept. 30 Oct. 01 
(c) o 02 D AA 03 28. On Oct. 09, the IMF and the World 
NT Bank began talks in Marrakech, a city 
22. On Oct. 03, ---.——. House of mou 
Commons elected Greg Fergus as its (a) Tanzania (b)Libya 
new speaker, making him the first (c) Zambia (d) Morocco 
Black to hold the post. 
(a) Ukraine's oP) US's 29. On Oct. 10, the UN General 
(c) Canada’s (d) UK's Assembly rejected a bid by. to 
regain a seat on the Human Rights 
INDISCRIMINATE USE CF WEAPONS 
KASHMIR 


The charred bodies of 
Kashmiris indicate the use 
of Chemical weapons by 
India in I1OJK. The 
Chemical Weapon 
Convention, signed by 
India, comprehensively 
prohibits the use, 
development, production, 
stockpiling and transfer of 
chemical weapons. The 
use of chemical weapons in 
a widespread and 
systematic attack against a 
— population is a 
crime against humanity. if 
done with intent to 
destroy, in whole or in part, 
a national, nM ramia or 
religious group, in 
IO JK, it amounts to 
genocide 


PALESTINE 


The use of white 
phosphorus in Gaza, 
one of the most 
densely populated 
areas in the world, 
magnifies the risk to 
Civilians and violates 
the international 
humanitarian law 
Prohibition on puttin 
F civilians at 
nnecessar risk. 
White ae ri diheta 
causes Severe burns, 


are slow to 
heal and are likely to 


Cause lifelon 


complications 
Affecting mobility, 
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Council, 

(a) Japan (b)i 

(c) Russia (d) Nom om 
a 


30. The UK and Ir 

Euro 2028, while pe ^in CO ho, 
host the 2032 edition, o 77 Will 
(a) Sweden (b) Greece 

(c) Turkiye (d) Azerbaijan 


31. On Oct. 11, the 

Council voted vo Human jg 
Independent fact- g mi a an 
probe alleged ts abuses to 
brutal fighting. ^ * abuses in ^^ 1 
(a) Ethiopia's (b) Sudan's 
(c) Libya's (d) Niger's 


32. On TT Israel 
formation of an 
government for the duration Eny 
current conflict with Hamas. the 


(a) Oct. 10 (b) Oct, 11 

(c) Oct. 12 (d) Oct. 14 

33. On Oct. 12, Vladimir Pu reached 
EN: on his first foreign vide Since 
the ICC issued an arrest Warrant for 
him in March. 

(a) Kyrgyzstan (b) Kenya 

(c) China (d) Turkiye 

34. On Oct. 13, the 


Olympic Committee's executive 
board approved the inclusion of 
Cricket in the Olympics at the wae 
Los Angeles Games. 


(a) 2024 (b) 2028 
(d) 2036 


(c) 2032 

35. On Oct, 15, International Olympic 
Committee members voted to allowa 
double allocation of two successive 
Winter Games in 2030 and. ., 

(a) 2024 (b) 2028 

(c) 2034 (d) 2040 


36. The current White House National 
ecurity Advisor is . 

(a) Janet Yellen — (b) Merrick Garland 
(c) Jake Sullivan (d) Deb Haaland 


37. When a jet or any other flies 
faster than sound, it produc - 


(a) Sonic shock — (b)Sonicraft 
(c) Sonic gravy (d) Sonic boom 


38. The International Criminal Court 


was established in ........ 

(a) 2000 (b) 2001 

(c) 2002 (d) 2004 oe 
39. The number of State Parties to 
Rome Statute that established the ICC 
(alll (b) 123 , 
(c) 154 (d) 167 


40. The Nagorno-Karabakh Con 
between Am and... 
(b) Iran 


(a) Tajikistan 
©Kazakhstan (d) Armenia W 
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